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THE GABRIEL 
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2023 
A Message from Pastor Jim 

 
I recently read a story in one of the UCC devotionals that really moved 

me. The story is told by Doug Davidson about the time he took his three-
year-old with him to return a book to the seminary library. The child had 
never been inside before. As he toddled into the vestibule, he stopped in his 
tracks. Before them hung an almost life-size crucifix. 

 
He watched his son’s eyes fix on Jesus’ twisted body, bleeding hands 

and feet. The boy had never seen such an image. In their Baptist church, the 
cross was empty, its Jesus risen and ascended. 

 
For a moment, Davidson considered hustling the boy away to shield 

him from that violence, like he did when he “re-wrote” the plots of Batman 
comics. But it was too late. 

 
I thought he might cry, he said later. Instead, without taking his gaze 

from the dying Jesus, the child whispered a question full of sadness: Daddy, 
what happened? 

 
Reading that, I must admit made my heart ache. In our tradition we 

do emphasize the empty cross which is a good thing. But…it makes me think 
that maybe we should not forget about what happened there on that 
cross…maybe we should not avoid it…or try to “re-write” the story to be 
less…well…awful. 

 
I often wonder to myself why our churches are so full on Easter 

morning…but so empty on Good Friday…that awful day we choose to 
overlook for the celebration instead. 
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What if perhaps this year we pause on that 

awful day we know as Good Friday and 
remember what exactly happened… 
the torture…the pain…the sobbing… 

the dying…the grief?  
What if we ask that question full of 

sadness…what happened? 
 

 
You have the opportunity to stop by our sanctuary on Good Friday 

and spend a few moments to remember and experience what took place… 
I think by doing this it will make your return on Easter morning that much 
more meaningful and joyous as you peer up front at that empty cross. 

...weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning. 
– Psalm 30:5 

Easter Blessings, 
Pastor Jim 
 

 
The Season of Lent is upon us and we hope that you will want to join us for an inspiring 
series of messages. The series is titled “Bless the Lent We Actually Have” and it has 
been authored Kate Bowler and her writing team. Through this series, we are reminded 
that Jesus will walk with us through whatever kind of Lenten day we are having. The 
lovely one. The garbage one. The one that barely seems like it counted at all. As we 
toggle through every kind of emotion – boredom, devastation, happiness, irritation – 
we are urged to say: Bless this Lent… We are invited to bless whatever this season is 
actually bringing to us individually. This is the Lent we 
have…so…Let’s bless it all. 
 The remaining weeks will progress something like this: 
Fifth Sunday in Lent – Blessed Are Those Who Mourn 
Palm Sunday – Blessed Are The Rejected 
Maunday Thursday – Blessed Are The Fragile 
Good Friday – Blessed Are Those Who See It Clearly 
Easter Sunday – Blessed Are Those Who Hope Still 
 YOU ARE INVITED to come on this journey with us and 
by the end of it…I have no doubt we will all be feeling blessed by having been a part of 
it.  See YOU in Church, Pastor Jim 
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WORSHIP 

 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning 
            In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)  

Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
April 2  Sixth Sunday in Lent (Violet) 
   Palm Sunday 
   Blessed Are the Rejected 
   Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
   Brunch following worship 
     
 
April 9  Easter (White) 
   Blessed Are Those Who Hope Still 
   Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
                                    Social time following worship – Hosted by Jill Benfer 
  
 
April 16  Second Sunday of Easter (White) 
   Holy Language 
   Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
 
 
April 23  Third Sunday of Easter (White)    

Breaking Bread 
   Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
 
 
April  30  Fourth Sunday of Easter (White)    

Powerful Witness 
   Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
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Our Life Together In Prayer 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:  
Heritage Springs: Patricia and Robert Seebold 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died: 
 
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Lucille Cope, Donna Sauers, Rick Eister, Dale “Pap” Smith, 
Jessica Neidig 
 
Friends and Family with Concerns: 
Frances Stover, Logan Roush, Kathy Spangler, Kelly Ferguson, Melinda Humlichek,  
Beth Trautman, Pat Spade, Ed Libhart, Craig Stumpff, Cliff Ressler, Melinda Waite, 
Charles Knouse, Amanda Galer, Quintin Dorman, Michael Maurer, Dale Maurer, 
Joshua George, Polly Anderson, Cindy Colyer, Donald Athey, Todd Aungst, 
Jo Miller, Sandy Ritter, Alfred Powell, Olive Fredrick, People of Ukraine 
 
Around the World and Close to Home: 
Pray for Peace in our World 
All those serving in the Armed Forces 
 

 
Our April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

March 27 – Ron Boyer 
March 31 – Janice Boyer 
April 3 – Chris Dauberman  
April 8 – Ami Goudreau 
April 13 – Audrey Bingaman 
April 17 – Theresa McCool 
April 19 – Dale “Pap” Smith 

 
 
 April 12 – Anthony & Cinda Buoy 
 April 14 – William & Martha Hockenberry 
 April 27 – James & Debra Benfer 
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Our Life Together In Service 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday, April 2 
Please join us on Palm Sunday, April 2, 

at 9:30 a.m. as we journey into Jerusalem. 
Join us for a brunch and a time of fellowship after worship. 
 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 6 

Please tune into our website, 
www.newberlinucc.org, for a 

Maundy Thursday Meditation at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

                 
                          Good Friday, April 7 

Day of Meditation/Prayer -- Stop by our sanctuary on 
Good Friday and spend a few moments to remember and 
experience what took place on that day between 9:00 am 
and 7:00 pm.  Sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship room to 
sign up for hourly intervals.  Also, please tune into our 

website, www.newberlinucc.org, for a Good Friday 
Meditation at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9 
Please join us for our Easter Sunday Worship 
Service and Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m. to 

celebrate that He is risen! 
Social time following worship. 
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Mifflinburg School District's Backpack Program 
 

The New Berlin Food Pantry is once again participating in the 
Mifflinburg School District’s Backpack program. Our group is 
responsible for the month of April and will pack 150 bags every week for 
children in the intermediate and elementary schools who have been 
identified as food insufficient.  
 On behalf of the food pantry, several people will be purchasing the 

designated items for each backpack bag in bulk. To defray the cost of this project, your 
help through monetary donations would be greatly appreciated. Enclosed you will find 
a stamped envelope addressed to our church. Please consider a gift of any amount, place 
it in the envelope and return it to the church by the end of this month. The church will 
then forward the donations to the food pantry. Let us do our part to help those who need 
us the most.  Please consider a donation of any amount and drop off or mail it to the 
church.  Please make checks payable to the “New Berlin Food Pantry” and place it in the 
offering plate or drop off to the church. 
 

 
“Buy Some Shingles” Church Roof Project 

 
It has come to the attention of our church leaders that a new roof is 
needed for our beautiful church home. Our dear leaders did their 
research and received several bids for the project and chose the one 
they felt would be the best for our building’s future generations.  
 This, of course, involves a significant cost to complete. To 
help with this expense, we are asking our members to participate 
in “Buying Some Shingles” for the project. Please consider making 
a donation to help with this much needed project. 
  
 
 
 

Remember our ongoing mission project…the New 
Berlin Food Pantry. Please help us continue to 
support this vital mission in our local community. 
The next distributions will be Thursday, April 20..  
Suggested food items from Emmanuel for the 
month are canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, 
and peanut butter.   We do thank all those who 
make donations and offer their time to make this 
mission and service possible for those who are in 
need.     
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Offering Envelopes 
The Offering Envelopes have arrived!  If you haven’t done so 

already, please pick yours up in the Social Room at the church. 
We again apologize for the delay. 

 
 

New Berlin Community Yard Sales  
Friday May 5th and Saturday, May 6th 

 
Emmanuel UCC will be having a yard sale with the New Berlin 

community on Friday May 5 and Saturday May 6.  You may 
start bringing your yard sale donations to the church on  

Sunday, April 16.  The “Kitchen Ladies”  
will also be having a Soup Sale and Food Stand those days. 

More information will be announced. 

 
Ladies Night Out  

April’s Ladies Night Out is on Wednesday, 4/19 
at Chilly Willy’s in Laurelton.   

Just to let you know, Chilly Willy’s only takes cash. 
Signup sheet is on the table in the Fellowship room.  

Hope to see you there! 

 
 

Let’s Go Camping 
Bible School 

June 20-21-22 
10AM to 11:30AM 

 
Come join us for a fun filled time exploring 

several Bible stories. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the social room. 

The deadline for sign-up will be June 4. 
Any questions contact Pastor Jan 
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next steps for 

Emmanuel United Church of Christ. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be April 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

2023 Emmanuel UCC Church Council 
 Vicki Benfer – President 

 Mary Beckley – Vice President 
 Debra Benfer – Secretary 

Audrey Bingaman, Martha Hockenberry, Donnie Sauers, Jill Benfer, 
Marie Eberhart, Bill Hauck 

 
 
 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

CONSISTORY MEETING – FEBRUARY 26, 2023 
 
Brief consistory meeting was held after services on February 26, 2023.  
 
Attendance:  Vicki Benfer, Mary Beckley, Deb Benfer, Martha Hockenberry, Jill Benfer, 
Donny Sauers, Bill Hauck, Audrey Bingaman, Marie Eberhart, Pastor James Cope, 
Pastor Jan Garinger, and Trustee Keith McCool. 
 
Called to order by President Vicki Benfer to discuss presentation of roof replacement to 
the congregation on March 5, 2023. 
 
Vicki will open the meeting with Keith giving the details of trustees report on the two 
lowest bidders and which one is recommended. 
 
Financing this project -- $50,000 cd matures March 13, 2023.  Motion was made by Bill, 
seconded by Donny to cash this cd and use donated roof money first and then use the 
cd money.  Motion carried. 
 
A chart will be made to show our progress toward reaching our goal. 
 
Motion to adjourn made by Bill, seconded by Martha. 
      Secretary, Debra Benfer 
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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – ROOF  
MARCH 5,2023 

 
Consistory Members present – Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Mary Beckley, Deb 
Benfer, Jill Benfer, Marie Eberhart, Martha Hockenberry, Bill Hauck, Donny Sauers, 
Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger. 
 
Congregational Members present – 35 
 
Meeting was opened by President Vicki Benfer at 10:35am.  She asked Keith McCool, 
trustee to present the trustees recommendation to the congregation. 
 
Keith reported that the trustees met with the two lowest bidders and went over all the 
details of the roof with them.  Trustees recommended Weatherproof Roofing, Inc. at a 
bid price of $40,920.00.  Weatherproof Roofing would like to replace the roof before it 
gets too hot. 
 
Motion was made for a 10% contingency ($45,000) for anything extra that happens 
when shingles are replaced (rotten boards, etc.) by Bill Hauck, seconded by Mary 
Beckley.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion was made by Scott Leitzel, seconded by Linda Walter to put a new roof on the 
church.  Motion carried. 
 
President Vicki Benfer stated that consistory would use all donated money first and 
then CD  
money.   A chart will be made to show our progress. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 11:00am was made by Bill Hauck, seconded by Vicki Benfer. 

Secretary, Debra Benfer 
 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

CONSISTORY MEETING – MARCH 13, 2023 
 
Attendance:  Vicki Benfer, Mary Beckley, Deb Benfer, Jill Benfer, Marie Eberhart, Donny 
Sauers, Bill Hauck, Martha Hockenberry, Audrey Bingaman, Pastor James Cope, Pastor 
Jan Garinger, and Trustee Keith McCool. 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Vicki Benfer at 7:30pm with devotions by 
Pastor Cope and Installation of Marie Eberhart (new consistory member) who was sick 
on installation Sunday. 
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Secretary’s Report:  Motion to accept the minutes of February 13, February 19, February 
26, and March 5, 2023 was made by Audrey, seconded by Mary.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Motion to accept the treasurer’s report subject to audit was made 
by Bill, seconded by Mary.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Roof – Keith met with Kenny (Weatherproof Roofing, Inc.) and had contract 
signed.  Consistory picked Pewter Gray for the color of shingles.   

2. Pastor Parking Signs – Finished and look nice in the parking lot. 
3. Personnel Committee – Motion to establish a Personnel Committee consisting of 

three people was made by Jill, seconded by Marie.  Committee members are 
Mary, Martha, and Sally or Vicki. Motion carried. 

New Business: 
1.  Envelopes – Discussed various options with more information coming. 
2.  Altar Flowers – Morning Glories prices are increasing and consistory is checking 

out new vendors to provide flowers.  Information will be brought to the April 
consistory meeting. 

3. Furnaces – Both were cleaned on March 8, 2023. 

Pastor’s Time: 
 Lent series on the website, Palm Sunday Brunch, Good Friday Prayer Meditation 
in the Sanctuary, Easter Service at regular time, Senior Luncheon starting, Pastor Jan 
doing Bible Study, Bible School for the children, New Member Class, and Called To 
Care beginning again. Lots happening. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:00pm with the Lord’s Prayer was made by Audrey, seconded by 
Mary. 
       Secretary, Debra Benfer 

 
 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

CONSISTORY MEETING – MARCH 19, 2023 
 
Attendance:  Vicki Benfer, Deb Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Donny Sauers, Marie Eberhart, Bill 
Hauck, Mary Beckley, Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger. 
 
Brief meeting was opened by President Vicki Benfer.   
 
Information on My Offering Envelopes was discussed with members present.   
 
Motion was made by Donny, seconded by Mary to keep McDaniel Envelope Company as our 
provider.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned.                                                      Secretary, Debra Benfer 
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Getting to Know You 
Our monthly series continues as we feature one of our 
congregation, Mary Kratzer 
 
Name:  Mary Kathryn Kratzer 
 
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?) 
Retired – CAN Buffalo Valley Nursing Home 
 
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?   
Niagra Falls (Honeymoon) 
 
What is your favorite Bible verse? 
Psalm 23 -- The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel? 
Attending church with my parents and always sitting in the last pew. 
 
If you could have an endless supply anything, what would it be? 
Love & hugs 
 
What is your hidden talent? 
Nothing 

  

  
The Jelly Beans: 

Red is for the blood He gave. 
Green is for the grass He made. 
Yellow is for His sun so bright. 
Orange is for the edge of night.  
Black is for the sins we made. 

White is for grace He gave. 
Purple is for His hours of sorrow. 

Pink is for our new tomorrow. 

An egg full of jellybeans, colorful and  
sweet, is a prayer,  

is a promise, is an Easter treat! 
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ  

 
 Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855 
 Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
 Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
 Church Phone: 570-966-2880 
 Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 

 Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
  
 Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
 Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
 Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748 
  
 Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger 
 Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net 
 Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968 
 


