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THE GABRIEL 
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2023 
A Message from Pastor Jan 

Ok can someone explain to me how it is March already.  Didn’t we just 
celebrate Christmas?  Where does the time go?  Each new year seems to go 
faster and faster.  Why can’t time just slow down for even just a little while? 

Maybe, just maybe, we are the ones that need to slow down.  Slow 
down and count the many blessings that we are given each and every day.  
Sometimes we are scurrying this way and that and forget to slow down and 
thank God for all of our blessings. 

You see God blesses us all with so many blessings that we can’t begin 
to count them all.  I would challenge you to, every day, write down two ways 
in which God has blessed you.  I assure you that you will never run out of 
things to write down.   

When I think of St. Patrick’s Day I always think of the “Irish Blessings.”  
OK I may not be Irish, but I am Scottish.  This poem is full of so many 
beautiful blessings.  I ask you to read and discern this poem. Read it several 
times and I am sure that you will, each time that you read it, see new ways 
that you have been blessed. 

 
An Irish Blessings 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm on your face, 
The rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again,  
May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 
May God be with you and bless you, 
May you see your children's children. 
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May you be poor misfortune, 
Rich in blessings, 

May you know nothing but happiness from this day forward. 
 

May the road rise to meet you 
May the wind always be at your back, 

May the warm rays of sun fall upon your home, 
And may the hand of a friend always be near. 

 
May green be the grass you walk on, 

May blue be the sky above you, 
May pure be the joys that surround you, 
May true be the hears that love you. 

 
 May your peace be in the rainbow of God’s promises and may you 
always find your pot of gold in God’s blessings! 
 

Peace and blessings 

Pastor Jan 
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WORSHIP 

 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning 
            In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)  

Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
March 5  Second Sunday in Lent (Violet) 
   Blessed Are the Curious 
   Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
     
 
March 12  Third Sunday in Lent (Violet) 
   Blessed Are Those Who Suffer 
   Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
                                    Social time following worship – Hosted by Martha Hockenberry 
  
 
March 19  Fourth Sunday in Lent (Violet) 
   Blessed Are Those Who Feel Alone 
   Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
 
 
March 26  Fifth Sunday in Lent (Violet)    

Blessed Are Those Who Mourn 
   Pastor Jan preaching and liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
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Our Life Together In Service 

Congregational Meeting, 
Sunday March 5 

The Consistory has called for a 
Congregational Meeting on  

Sunday, March 5, after Worship.   
Please plan to stay! 

 
 

Ladies Night Out  
March’s Ladies Night Out is on Tuesday 3/14 

at Perkins Restaurant in Lewisburg. 
Signup sheet is on the table in the Fellowship room.  

Hope to see you there! 
 
 

 
Remember our ongoing mission project…the New 
Berlin Food Pantry. Please help us continue to 
support this vital mission in our local community. 
The next distributions will be Thursday, March 16.  
Suggested food items from Emmanuel for the month 
are canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut 
butter.   We do thank all those who make donations 
and offer their time to make this mission and service 
possible for those who are in need.     

 
 

Senior Community Luncheon 
The first Senior Community Luncheon of New Berlin  

will be on Thursday, March 23, 2023, from 11:30 to 2:00 pm. 
at Emmanuel United Church of Christ. Come socialize with 

your neighbors  and enjoy a light lunch of soup, bread, 
cake and coffee. If you have any questions, please feel free 

to call the church at 570-966-2880 and leave a message  
or call Theresa at 570-374-6013. 



P a g e  | 5 
 

Mifflinburg School District's Backpack Program and “Buy Some Shingles” 
 

 In my report to the annual congregational meeting, I reminded all of us of 
these words… 
 “Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. He takes away every 
branch that does not bear fruit in me. He prunes every branch that bears fruit so 
that it will bear more fruit. You are clean already because of the word that I have 
spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself, unless it remains in the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am 
the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me—and I in him—bears much fruit, 
because apart from me you can accomplish nothing.’” (John 15:1-5 NET) 
 In this New Year as we work together in the vineyard known as Emmanuel United 
Church of Christ, we are inviting you to participate in two very important aspects of our 
ministry. 
 The first is a mission project which should be very dear to our hearts. The New 
Berlin Food Pantry is once again participating in the Mifflinburg School District’s 
Backpack program. Our group is responsible for the month of April and will pack 150 
bags every week for children in the intermediate and elementary schools who have been 
identified as food insufficient.  
 On behalf of the food pantry, several people will be purchasing the designated 
items for each backpack bag in bulk. To defray the cost of this project, your help through 
monetary donations would be greatly appreciated. Enclosed you will find a stamped 
envelope addressed to our church. Please consider a gift of any amount, place it in the 
envelope and return it to the church by the end of this month. The church will then 
forward the donations to the food pantry. Let us do our part to help those who need us 
the most.  Please consider a donation of any amount and drop off or mail it to the church.  
Please make checks payable to the “New Berlin Food Pantry” and use the attached 
envelope. 
 The second is a project involving the maintenance of our church building. It has 
come to the attention of our church leaders that a new roof is needed for our beautiful 
church home. Our dear leaders did their research and received several bids for the project 
and chose the one they felt would be the best for our building’s future generations.  
 This, of course, involves a significant cost to complete. To help with this expense, 
we are asking our members to participate in “Buying Some Shingles” for the project. 
Please consider making a donation to help with this much needed project. 
 I know, it seems as though we are asking for a lot and indeed we are, but I was 
reminded of a devotion written by Jill Duffield that conjures up a miracle from so long 
ago. A large, hungry crowd, twelve nervous disciples, one boy, five cheap loaves of 
bread, two fish of unknown size, and Jesus. Logic tells us it is impossible for these people 
to be fed.  
 We cannot possibly be expected to satisfy the deep longings of so many. We are a 
small group with limited resources. 
 True enough. But…why is it so hard for us to trust in God’s ability to provide even 
in the face of inexplicable odds? Jesus can do more than we hope or imagine with the 
small resources we willingly give to him in faith. 
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 That’s the lesson we need to be taught over and over. Jesus does not ask of us that 
which we do not have. He instead receives what we have to offer, takes, blesses, uses, 
and multiplies our five loaves of less-than-gourmet bread, the two fish we caught after 
hours of fishing, our ability to pray, our adeptness with numbers, our knack for sewing, 
our passion for words, our joy in writing notes to people. All we need to do is to be like 
the boy, to bravely step forward in the middle of intimidating circumstances and offer to 
Jesus whatever we have on any given day. Jesus takes it from there. 
 May we too be filled with Jesus’ compassion as we labor together in our vineyard 
to not only care for ourselves, but many others as well. 
 Pressing on, 
 Pastor Jim 

 
The Season of Lent is upon us and we hope that you will 
want to join us for an inspiring series of messages. The 
series is titled “Bless the Lent We Actually Have” and it 
has been authored Kate Bowler and her writing team. 
Through this series, we are reminded that Jesus will walk 
with us through whatever kind of Lenten day we are 
having. The lovely one. The garbage one. The one that 
barely seems like it counted at all. As we toggle through 
every kind of emotion – boredom, devastation, 
happiness, irritation – we are urged to say: Bless this 
Lent… We are invited to bless whatever this season is 
actually bringing to us individually. This is the Lent we 

have…so…Let’s bless it all. 
 The weeks will progress something like this: 
Ash Wednesday – Blessed Are The Fragile 
First Sunday in Lent -  Blessed Are The Imperfect 
Second Sunday in Lent – Blessed Are The Curious 
Third Sunday in Lent – Blessed Are Those Who Suffer 
Fourth Sunday in Lent – Blessed Are Those Who Feel Alone 
Fifth Sunday in Lent – Blessed Are Those Who Mourn 
Palm Sunday – Blessed Are The Rejected 
Maunday Thursday – Blessed Are The Fragile 
Good Friday – Blessed Are Those Who See It Clearly 
Easter Sunday – Blessed Are Those Who Hope Still 
 YOU ARE INVITED to come on this journey with us and by the end of it…I have 
no doubt we will all be feeling blessed by having been a part of it. 
See YOU in Church, 
Pastor Jim 
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Emmanuel United Church of Chirst 
Holy Week Schedule 

 
Palm Sunday, April 2 

Please join us on Palm Sunday, April 2, 
at 9:30 a.m. as we journey into Jerusalem. 

Join us for a brunch and a time of fellowship after 
worship. 

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 6 
Please tune into our website, 
www.newberlinucc.org, for a 

Maundy Thursday Meditation at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Good Friday, April 7 
Please tune into our website, 

www.newberlinucc.org, for a Good Friday  
Meditation at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9 
Please join us for our Easter Sunday Worship 
Service and Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m. to 

celebrate that He is risen! 
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Our Life Together In Prayer 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:  
Heritage Springs: Patricia and Robert Seebold 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died: 
Tom Hetrick, Richard (Rick) Beckley, Seidel Shiffer, Carol Bartoe, 
Merrill Brafee, Carson Benner,  
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Lucille Cope, Donna Sauers, Rick Eister, Mary Kratzer 
 
Friends and Family with Concerns: 
Frances Stover, Mary Hummel, Logan Roush, Makena Boyer, Kathy Spangler, 
Pastor Jim Caris, Kelly Ferguson, Melinda Humlichek, Debbie Mummey,  
Romaine Kline, Wilmer Oberholtzer, Sheldon Weller, Beth Trautman, Cliff Ressler, 
Melissa Waite, Charles Knouse, Amanda Galer, Quentin Dorman, Michael Maurer, 
Dale Maurer, Joshua George, Liam Jackson, Barb Drake, People of Ukraine 
 
Around the World and Close to Home: 
Pray for Peace in our World 
All those serving in the Armed Forces 
 

 
Our March Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
March 1 – Vicki Jones March 15 – Jeff Bingaman 
March 5 – Joan Maurer March 15 – Donald Sauers 
March 5 – Robert Maurer March 20 – Rick Eister 
March 6 – Penny Guzenski March 22 – Martha Hockenberry 
March 7 – Wilma Leitzel March 22 – Linda Walter 
March 13 – Keith McCool March 24 – Vicki Benfer 

 
 
 March 5 – Robert & Doris Maurer 
 March 25 – Jonathan & Allison Kuhar 
 March 31 – Robert & Shirley Renninger 
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next steps for 

Emmanuel United Church of Christ. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be March 13 at 7:30 p.m. 

2023 Emmanuel UCC Church Council 
 Vicki Benfer – President 

 Mary Beckley – Vice President 
 Debra Benfer – Secretary 

Audrey Bingaman, Martha Hockenberry, Donnie Sauers, Jill Benfer, 
Marie Eberhart, Bill Hauck 

 
 
 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

CONSISTORY MEETING – FEBRUARY 13, 2023 
 
Attendance:  Vicki Benfer, Mary Beckley, Deb Benfer, Donny Sauers, Bill Hauck, Jill 
Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Marie Eberhart, Pastor Jan Garinger and visitor Keith 
McCool. 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Vicki Benfer at 7:30pm with devotions by 
Pastor Jan. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Motion to accept the minutes of January 9, 2023, was made by 
Audrey, seconded by Mary.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Motion to accept the treasurer’s report subject to audit was made 
by Jill, seconded by Marie.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Roof – Keith McCool, trustee came to present the information to consistory.  All 
trustees met with the two lowest bidders and brought their selection to 
consistory members for approval.  Motion to go to congregation with our 
proposal was made by Bill, seconded by Audrey.  Motion carried.  
Congregational meeting is scheduled for March 5, 2023.  One call notice will be 
put out to members. Thank you to Trustees for your hard work and time on this 
project. 

2. Annual Meeting – Sunday, February 19, 2023.  All reports are ready. 
3. Pastor Reserved Signs are coming. 
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New Business: 
 Handicap Parking (ramp entrance) – Room to add two more spaces.  Donny will 
contact the borough about this and report back to consistory. 
 
Pastor’s Time: 

1. Ready for annual meeting 
2. Ash Wednesday service of Ashes and following Lent services are ready. 
3. Pastor Jan is continuing her classes to become an Ordained Pastor of her own 

church. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 
       

Secretary, Debra Benfer  
 
 
 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

ANNUAL REPORT MEETING – FEBRUARY 19, 2023 
 
Meeting was opened at 10:30 am by President Vicki Benfer. There were 33 members and Pastor 
Cope and Pastor Jan present. 
 
Copies of Annual Report 2022 were handed out to members and all reports were gone over with 
congregation members by those persons who were on the various committees. 
 
Meeting was closed around 11:15 am with prayer by Pastor Cope. 
 
      Secretary, Debra Benfer 

 
 
 

What Is A Shamrock And What Does It Have To Do With St. Patrick’s 
Day? 
The shamrock is the most iconic symbol of St. Patrick’s Day, but what do 
you really know about this tiny three-leaved plant, and why is it 
associated with the holiday? 
Legend and tradition state that the shamrock was a vital part of St. 
Patrick’s teachings. He used its three rounded leaves growing on a single 

stem as a natural symbol simplify the concept of the Trinity. It is also said that the deep 
green color of the shamrock, which became Ireland’s emblem, cancels out the superstition 
that it is bad luck to wear green. 
Which Plant Is A True Shamrock? 
Which plant St. Patrick chose as the shamrock has been debated for some time. There are 
several strong candidates among the members of the pea family: 
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 White clovers are a natural choice for the original shamrock. These ground-hugging 
plants are native to Europe and naturalized in this country. They grow in pastureland, to 
the delight of dairy herds, and in lawns, to the dismay of gardeners. 

 A rose-flowered variety of white clover (trifolium repens minus) is listed in some seed 
catalogs as the “true Irish shamrock.” 

 Yet, there are those who opt for hop or yellow clover (T. procumbens.) 
 Some claim another member of the pea family as the real shamrock. Oxalis acetosella, also 

known as wood sorrel and shamrock, has large clover shaped green leaves, much bigger 
than the unrelated clover you see growing in a lawn or hayfield. There are many varieties 
of Oxalis, but the one most commonly sold as houseplants have lovely tiny, fragrant, 
white flowers. 
 (https://www.farmersalmanac.com/st-patricks-day) 

 
 

Getting to Know You 
Our monthly series continues as we feature one of our 
congregation, Ron Boyer 
 
Name:  Ron Boyer 
 
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?) 
US Army 1966-1968 
Retired from Federal Penitentiary in Lewisburg 
Also was a house painter (interior and exterior) 
 
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?   
Hawaii 
 
What is your favorite Bible verse? 
Isaiah 40:31 – “but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.” 
 
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be? 
Potato Chips 
Potatoes of any kind 
 
What is your hidden talent? 
Singing 
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ  

 
 Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855 
 Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
 Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
 Church Phone: 570-966-2880 
 Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 

 Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
  
 Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
 Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
 Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748 
  
 Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger 
 Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net 
 Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968 
 


