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THE GABRIEL 
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2022 
A Message from Pastor Jim 
  I am not quite sure how, but I stumbled across this headline just the other 
day…a few days past Easter. 
 “There is no God. No one created the universe and no one directs our fate,” 
celebrated physicist and a known atheist Stephen Hawking writes in his final 
book… 
 We just celebrated a glorious Easter in our church. 
We enjoyed beautiful decorations. We enjoyed beautiful 
music. We enjoyed the message of Easter day. We went 
home to continue the celebration with family and 
friends. We continue to celebrate Easter for 50 more 
days! 
 If there is no God…why bother? We went through a lot of planning and 
organizing…a lot of extra time…to make the day extra special and meaningful. If 
there is no God…why bother? 
 If there is no God…why continue? 
 That is a huge question to consider! How do we respond as a church going, 
faithful Christian to such a statement? Thinking back on the story, I thought about 
the disciples. Those wayward, sometimes stubborn, often curious, maybe doubtful 
disciples…they followed Jesus all over the countryside…listened to his 
preaching…observed his teaching…controlled the crowds…witnessed his 
healing…they saw Jesus betrayed…condemned…executed…buried in a hole 
sealed shut. If that was it…they would have simply gone back home 
thinking…”well that was nice while it lasted…now it’s over.” There is no 
God…why bother to go on? 
 So here is my answer to someone who might say…there is no God, why 
bother? Those disciples never went back home. They believed. They went on. They 
went out. They bore the evidence that there indeed is a God. A God worth 
continuing on for…living for…loving for. They were the evidence that we all can 
lean on that God does exist…if not…why would they have bothered? 
 My friends…I want us to be just as those disciples of so long ago…those 
disciples that were bothered…bothered to continue on…to continue the Easter 
message of HOPE. I want us to create a community that is bothered…bothered 
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enough to care about the lonely…bothered enough to help feed the 
hungry…bothered enough to shelter those without a place to call home…bothered 
enough to soothe the aching hearts of the grieving…bothered enough to care for 
the sick…bothered enough to pray for the world…bothered enough to continue to 
try and change the world against all odds. 
 In so doing, let this be our prayer…Even with all of my doubts, God of the 
Resurrection, may your transformative love compel me to believe and to proclaim. 
Amen. 
 
Pastor Jim 
 

An Easter blessing 

It is an astonishing thing to behold: 
That a seed falls, and entombed there in the damp earth 

it swells and cracks open, unfolding to reveal 
a tender root searching downward, 

a bright shoot rising upward toward the light, 
becoming this material wonder we call a plant. 

Just so, the physical body of Jesus was entombed, hidden away, 
along with all hope that the world could ever change, 

could ever be freed from its miserable cycles of destruction and decay. 

And yet 
and yet. 

That Easter morning to his bewildered friends, 
Jesus burst forth from the grave 

changed but still recognizable, eating and drinking, 
a physical presence that they might believe. 

His body reassembled at a cellular level 
by regenerative power beyond their comprehension, 
reminding them “I am the resurrection and the Life.” 

It’s a husbandry of love, that in the season’s fullness 
the rescue would be accomplished, 

for our helpless earth–for all those on it and those under it. 
Life came, to lift us into Himself. 

Alleluia! 
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A Message from Pastor Jan 
 The last Monday in May we celebrate Memorial 
Day.  It is a fun time to get together and celebrate with 
family and friends. We join together to have parties 
and picnics and enjoy each other’s company.  We also 
rejoice in the warm weather and the beauty of spring 
that surrounds us.  Or for many it can simply be a day 
off of work. 
 But what is the true meaning of Memorial Day?  

Originally Memorial Day was called Decoration Day.  It first took place on May 
30, 1868 at the Arlington National Cemetery.  In the 1880’s the federal government 
signed into law that this special holiday would now be called Memorial Day.  
 This holiday gives us a time to remember all those that paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedom.  So as the church what does this mean to us?  The word 
memorial is a word used to help us remember something.  The Bible reminds us 
of several memorials.   
 One of them comes from the New Testament.  It helps us to recall, the Lord’s 
Supper.  This was established as a way to remember Christ’s sacrifice for us. It is 
a reminder on how we should act today. How we should treat one another. We 
need to look back and remember our past actions, as well as, better understanding 
our actions today and in the future. 
 We also need to remember those that sacrificed their lives for us so that we 
have the freedom to worship as a family of faith each Sunday.  It is so easy for us 
to forget this lesson and privilege.  It is sad that we forget this and can take it for 
granted. 
 When my daughter was in the high school, she was in the Selinsgrove Area 
High School Marching Band.  Not only was this one of the most memorable and 
wonderful times in her life but it was also the same for me.   
 I was a band parent during her years in high school.  I would volunteer to 
ride the bus as a chaperone on band trips and also to away football games. Also, 
when they marched in a parade, I would volunteer to walk with them.   
 My favorite parade was the Memorial Day parade.  The parade begins at the 
municipal building in Selinsgrove.  There we would hear meaningful words of 
remembrance from a local dignitary.   After that the parade would begin.  The 
parade consisted of veterans of all ages and branches of the military, the local boy 
scout troop carrying the American flag, and followed by the band.   
 We would stop at each cemetery in town.  Words of tribute were spoken 
and then there was a twenty-one-gun salute.   I don’t care how many times that I 
have heard a twenty-one-gun salute I jump each and every time.  Why you might 
ask.  Well, I don’t have a definite answer to this question, but maybe it is because 
it truly brings to light the sacrifice that these men and women made for our 
country, as well as, the sacrifices and pain of their families. 
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 Have a wonderful Memorial Day holiday with you family and friends, but 
don’t forget what the true meaning is behind this holiday and the sacrifice that 
given so that we may be free.  
 

Pastor Jan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, 
honoring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. 
Memorial Day 2022 will occur on Monday, May 30.  Originally known as 
Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the Civil War and became 
an official federal holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by 
visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in 
parades. Unofficially, it marks the beginning of the summer season. 
Early Observances of Memorial Day 
The Civil War, which ended in the spring of 1865, claimed more lives than any 
conflict in U.S. history and required the establishment of the country’s first 
national cemeteries.  By the late 1860s, Americans in various towns and cities 
had begun holding springtime tributes to these countless fallen soldiers, 
decorating their graves with flowers and reciting prayers. 
Did you know? Each year on Memorial Day a national moment of remembrance takes 
place at 3:00 p.m. local time. 
It is unclear where exactly this tradition originated; numerous different 
communities may have independently initiated the memorial gatherings. And 
some records show that one of the earliest Memorial Day commemorations was 
organized by a group of formerly enslaved people in Charleston, South 
Carolina less than a month after the Confederacy surrendered in 1865. 
Nevertheless, in 1966 the federal government declared Waterloo, New York, 
the official birthplace of Memorial Day. 
(https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history) 
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WORSHIP 

 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning 
            In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)  

Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
 
May 1   Third Sunday of Easter (White) 
   The Way Forward 
   Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
     
 
May 8   Fourth Sunday of Easter (White) 
   Life-giving Acts 
   Mother’s Day 
   Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist Donna Sauers 
                                    Social time following worship hosted by Vicki Benfer 
 
 
May 15  Fifth Sunday of Easter (White) 
   Imagine 
   Pastor Jan preaching and liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
 
 
May 22            Sixth Sunday of Easter (White) 
   Disciples Together 
   Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist 
   Organist Donna Sauers 
 
 
May 29            Seventh Sunday of Easter (White) 
   Breaking Chains 
   Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist Audrey Bingaman 
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Our Life Together In Service 
 

New Berlin Community Yard Sales  
Friday May 6th and Saturday, May 7th 

 
Emmanuel UCC will be having a yard sale with the New 
Berlin community on Friday May 6 and Saturday May 7.  
You may start bringing your yard sale donations to the 

church and place in the Choir Room.  The “Kitchen 
Ladies” will also be having a Soup Sale, Bake Sale and Food Stand those 

days. Last year, we organized the Outdoor Kitchen where we sold a 
luncheon meal that consisted of a sandwich, soup, drink and a dessert.   

The dessert consisted of 2 cookies in a sandwich bag, a brownie, etc.   
So keep this endeavor in mind when you are baking for the sale.   

Please see Karen Gemberling or Debbie Benfer to volunteer to help those 
days.  There will also be signup sheets in the Fellowship room at Church. 

 
 

Food Pantry. Please help us continue to support 
this vital mission in our local community. The next 
distributions will be Thursday, May 19.  Suggested 
food items from Emmanuel for the month are 
canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut 
butter.   We do thank all those who make donations 
and offer their time to make this mission and 
service possible for those who are in need. 

 
Traditional Holy Communion and Offering Collection 

Consistory Members of Emmanuel United Church of Christ voted to get 
back to some traditional methods of Sunday Services to give us more 
normalcy.  

 The Offering Plate will be passed through the pews for collection. 
 Holy Communion will be served in the traditional way. 
 Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.   
 Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to 

website later in the day. 
Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if you 
have any questions or concerns. 
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Our Life Together In Prayer 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold 
Nottingham: George Mull 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died: 
Carol Shifflet, Martha Rathmell, Jason Benfer, Robert Walter, 
Carol Willow 
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Lucille Cope, Shirley Renninger, Wilma Leitzel, Kenton Zook,  
Marvin Maurer, Joyce Kratzer 
 
Friends and Family with Concerns: 
Frances Stover, Myron Anderson, Kathy Brady, Vic Crevelling, John Snook, 
Pat Shrawder, Barbara Snook, Julia Hauck, Tawnya Lovell, George & Scott Reinard, 
Hannah Newell, Ronald Benfer, People of Ukraine, Amy Geiser, Darlene Hoffmaser, 
Kay Martin, Cliff Ressler, Helen Rathfon, Debbie Solomon, Susie Shaffer, Michael Culp 
Deb Brown, Cody Moyer, Mary Hummel, Melvin Spade 
 
Around the World and Close to Home: 
Pray for Peace in our World 
All those serving in the Armed Forces 
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines 
 

Our May Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
May 1 – Jan Garinger May 25 – Timothy Leitzel 
May 10 – Raejean Hummel May 28 – Greg Bingaman 
May 11 – Elaine Moyer May 29 – Grace Hockenberry 
May 16 – Rodney Kline Sr. 
May 24 – Elmer Maurer 
  
 
May 6 – Chris & Jamie Ray 
May 7 – Donnie & Donna Sauers 
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next 

steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be May 9, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
2022 Emmanuel UCC Church Council 

 Linda Walter – President 
 Keith McCool – Vice President 

 Debra Benfer – Secretary 
Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Penny Guzenski,  

Martha Hockenberry, Donnie Sauers, Jill Benfer 
 
The minutes of the April 2022 meeting are attached.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill and Vicki Benfer would like to thank the UCC family for all their condolences and 
prayers for the loss of Jason Benfer.  Thank you to Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan, and others 
who helped to provide a lovely service to celebrate Jason’s life. 
 
The Kitchen Team would like to thank everyone who helped with Jason Benfer's 
memorial service meal.  This, of course, means those who set up the tables, those who 
made sure the church building was an appropriate temperature, those who provided 
food and helped to prepare the food, and helped to clean up.  The Kitchen Team may 
organize the event, but the support people make it happen as well.   
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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

CONSISTORY MEETING – April 11, 2022 
 
Attendance:  Linda Walter, Keith McCool, Deb Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Vicki Benfer, 
Jill Benfer (via phone), Donnie Sauers, Martha Hockenberry, Pastor James Cope, and 
Pastor Jan Garinger. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by President Linda Walter with devotions by 
Pastor Jan. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Motion to accept the minutes of March 14, 2022, was made by 
Audrey, seconded by Keith.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Motion to accept the treasurer’s report subject to audit was made 
by Martha, seconded by Vicki.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Scholarship Fund & Maurer CD – Audrey described the difference between the two 
funds and we decided to table the matter until we have more facts. 

2. Copier – Vicki said that the new one is closer to coming in.  Loaner is working fine. 
3. Wooden Sign – Donnie will fix this in the winter. 
4. Leaf Blower – Donnie will be getting one when supply comes in. 
5. Light Bulbs – Donnie is replacing them in the social room with LED’s. 
6. Phone update – Pastor Cope said it’s a work in progress. 

New Business: 
1. Sanctuary piano humidifier – Piano was tuned and needs a new humidifier.  Motion was 

made to replace humidifier at a cost of approximately $425 by Donnie, seconded by 
Keith.  Motion carried. 

2. Call to Care – Needs more volunteers (ANYONE INTERESTED?) 

 
Pastor’s Time: 

1. Palm Sunday Brunch was good.  Everyone enjoyed. 
2. Lenten Series going good. 

 
Motion to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:30 pm was made by Donnie, seconded by 
Audrey.  Motion carried. 
        Secretary,  Debra Benfer 
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Getting to Know You 
Our monthly series continues as we feature congregation 
member and one of our Sound System Team, Ellen Benfer. 
 
Name:  Ellen Benfer 
 
 
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?)  
I am a carpenter, I work with a small residential carpenter crew of 3 and we get into 
anything from roofing to tearing down walls and framing the new ones, to laying a few 
courses of cement block or pouring a whole concrete pad and also just the simple 
projects to like replacing doors and windows.  I enjoy it and it keeps me active. 
 
 
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?  
Vermont- beautiful scenery and lots of hiking 
 
 
What is your favorite Bible verse? 
Romans 8:38-39 
 
 
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel? 
When the church went to see Noah at the Sight and Sound Theatre 
 
 
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be? 
Mac and Cheese 
 
 
What is your hidden talent? 
I am stronger than I look 
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Bible Verses About Mothers 
 Isaiah 66:13: "As one whom his mother comforts, so I will 

comfort you." 
 Isaiah 49:15: "Can a mother forget her nursing child? Can she 

feel no love for the child she has borne?" 
 Proverbs 31:25: "She is clothed with strength and dignity; she 

can laugh at the days to come." 
 Proverbs 31:26: "She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the 

teaching of kindness is on her tongue." 
 Proverbs 31:28–29: "Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and 

he praises her: 'Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.'" 
 Deuteronomy 6:6–7: "And these words that I command you today shall be on your 

heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise." 

 Proverbs 31:31: "Honor her for all that her hands have done, and let her works bring 
her praise at the city gate." 

 Psalm 139:13-14: "For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
your works; my soul knows it very well." 

 Genesis 3:20: "The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living." 

 1 Peter 3:4: "You should be known for the beauty that comes from within, the 
unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to God." 

 Deuteronomy 4:9: "Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not 
forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you 
live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them." 

 Luke 2:51: "And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart." 
https://www.countryliving.com/life/a27048127/mothers-day-bible-verse/ 
 

A Memorial Day Prayer 
As our nation pauses today to remember those in the military who have 
given their lives for freedoms we enjoy, we pray you would have us all 
look to you for strength, comfort and guidance. 
Be with all who serve in our Armed Forces. Bless them and their families.  
Grant your loving protection. Let peace prevail among all the nations, O 
God. Especially let your mercy rest upon our land, even as we 
acknowledge with thanksgiving your past goodness on this country. 
If it is your will, preserve the lives of the men and women in uniform as 
they defend our citizenry. 
Most of all, we pray that you would turn the hearts of all - military and civilian - to your 
holy Word where we find the true peace for our sinful souls that surpasses all 
understanding. Keep us repentant of sin. Move us to know, take hold and treasure your 
saving grace. In this peace and hope for eternity, we pray.  - Author Unknown 
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 Emmanuel United Church of Christ  

 
 Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855 
 Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
 Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
 Church Phone: 570-966-2880 
 Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 

 Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
  
 Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
 Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
 Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748 
  
 Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger 
 Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net 
 Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968 
 


