Emmanuel United Church of Christ
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
We Welcome You on this
Second Sunday of Easter

Service of the Word – April 24, 2022
9:30 AM
Gathering around the Word
Ringing of the Church Tower Bell
Our Life Together
The Solemn Declaration
Prelude

*Choral Response
“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith
“A New Creed”
We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created and
is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make
new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to
be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus,
crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond
death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
Listening for the Word

Call to Worship
Leader: Coming in the clouds or walking on the roads,
All:
Christ is in our midst.
Leader: Inside of sanctuaries or outside of church buildings
All:
Christ is in our midst
Leader: In heaven’s realm or the cyber universe
All:
Christ is in our midst.

A Time for the Children of all ages
Choral Response

Prayer of Invocation
*Hymn

“When We Walk with the Lord”

Insert

The Scripture Reading
Psalter Lesson
Psalm 118:14-29
New Testament Lesson
Acts 5:27-32
The Gospel Lesson
John 20:19-31

Call to Confession
Unison Prayer of Confession
Spirit of Serenity –
You tell us “Peace be with you,” but we set that peace aside to live with drama
and chaos. We are drawn to highly emotional situations instead of the peace
that only comes from you. How can we set aside turmoil to live within your
realm of peace? When we cannot sense your holy tranquility surrounding us,
open our souls to your warm and calming presence. May we embrace your
peace and scatter serenity into our world.
(Silence is kept for personal reflection and prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
Leader: The God who walks with us scatters the seeds of grace behind us and
before us, allowing us to understand the future with healing and hope.
All:

Alleluia! Amen!

Tune #517 (NCH)
I need Thee every hour, Teach me thy will.
And thy rich promises in me fulfill.
I need Thee, O I need Thee;
Every hour I need Thee!
O bless me now, my Savior I come to Thee.

Sermon
Hymn of Faith

“Eyewitness News”
“These Things Did Thomas Count”

Responding to the Word
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors)
Call to Offering
Offertory

Pastor Jan
#254 (NCH)

*Offertory Response
“Take My Gifts”
#562 (NCH)
Take whatever I can offer, gifts that I have yet to find, Skills that I am slow
to sharpen, talents of the hand and mind, things made beautiful for others
in the place where I must be: take my gifts and let me love you, God who
first of all loved me.
*Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, Holy Light
Even when our surroundings are murky, you shine around us. Even in the
long nights of discernment and wonder, you make your presence known,
call us to use all our gifts to enhance this world. May the gifts we share
today and each day hereafter create a church of grace and a community of
love. Amen
*Hymn of Mission

“I Love to Tell the Story”

#522 (NCH)

*Benediction
Leader: No matter the brightness of the day
All:
or the clear skies of night,
Leader: our God is moving with us.
All:
The Christ is calling to us “Peace be with you,”
and the Holy Spirit is surrounding us.
Leader: May Divine Serenity be our companion as we build
the realm of God on earth. Amen
*Closing Response

“God Be With You”

#81 (NCH)
Verse #1

*Postlude

* Indicates that all who are able. Please stand. Bold print indicates unison
reading.
Notice Someone Missing? If so, give them a call and let them know
they are missed.

Mission Statement:
The mission of Emmanuel United Church of Christ is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

