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THE GABRIEL
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world.

April 2022
A Message from Pastor Jim
My wife Jodi is a collector of Children’s books so every so often when
I see one that piques my interest, I surprise her with it. (I just ordered her a
new one yesterday so don’t tell her…it hasn’t arrived yet.)
The title of the latest volume to be added to her
collection is The Lion and the Bird. In it, a gentle lion
farmer scoops up a wounded bird that falls into his
field. He mends its wing and brings it to his house,
where he keeps it warm through the winter. Several
pictures show them braving the cold, the bird nestled
in his mane; the two of them enjoying a crackling fire
together; and the two of them asleep, the bird lying in
the lion’s sandal, next to his bed. It is a book about the
inevitable: the bird’s wing heals, the thaw passes, and
the bird flies away. “Yes, I know,” the lion says to the bird; it is the only line
of dialogue in the book. The next page, a double page spread of white with
just the lion gazing skyward, is a tearjerker.
The next few pages show the lion, crestfallen, going about his life. The
same fields, the same fire, the same bed—no bird…. “Sometimes life is like
that, the book advises. The winds blow colder, and the lion catches himself
looking up: “Well?” he wonders. There are a few pages of agonizing delay,
a false start, a falling leaf. And then the bird swoops down, lands on a
branch, and regards the lion. They will tough out another winter in each
other’s company.
I could not help but linger through this story thinking about Jesus and
his disciples and this journey we are on with them. Things are going well.
People are discovering a way of life with Jesus. They are beholding the love
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and the comfort, the joy and peace, the hope and certainty of a bright future
The Lord has come! And suddenly…and suddenly…it all comes crushing
down around them. Jesus is betrayed, tried, and sentenced to death. Jesus is
killed in the most brutal of fashion and then he is placed in a dark and cold
tomb sealed into the rock forever. Gone from sight. Days pass and those
disciples find themselves looking up: “Well?” they wonder. What is to
become of them now? Agonizing days pass as they grieve and live in utter
despair.
And then one morning…one joyful morning…they are awakened to
the glorious message of Jesus’ return. Alive…walking among
them…reminding them that although he may not always be visible to
them…he will always be with them…surrounding them wherever they
are…present in ways they could never imagine.
My dear friends that is the message of Easter I wish for us all to
celebrate and to remember. That is the message of Easter that we can and
should share with everyone.
When the days seem dark and dreary…when it seems as though we
have lost our dearest of friends…when it feels as though even Jesus is absent
in our lives…yes sometimes life is like that…
Be mindful that there will be a reminder “swooping down” often times
in ways we could never imagine. The least, little unexpected reminder that
you are never alone…you are forever in the company of Jesus.
That is the Easter promise. Thanks be to God.

Hallelujah! He is risen indeed!
Pastor Jim
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A Message from Pastor Jan
This Lenten season we have explored how we can be
“Good Enough.” When you first heard this, were you
thinking “Good Enough” at what? Where do I even
begin? This seems impossible!
Then we talked about “Garden Tending” instead of
“Ladder Climbing.” When I was first reviewing this
Lenten series, I was confused by this too. I didn’t know what they meant by this.
I hope that you joined me during Lent to take a deeper look at this. To
understand it’s meaning. What I found is that “Garden Tending” is the act of doing
your own personal gardening. Looking inside of yourself and seeing that you are
amazing just the way you are. Loving the beautiful that is you!
Daniel Schantz wrote this article for the Daily Guidepost: “I never anticipated
how quiet retirement could be, so I decided to join a nearby gardening club.
“It sounds interesting”, I said to my wife, Sharon, “but what if I hate it?”
“Then don’t join. But you do need to check it out. You might love it.”
When I opened the meeting-room door, I found fourteen elegant elderly
women seated in a semicircle. I took the one empty seat, right in the middle, and
felt like a rutabaga in a rose garden. The meeting started with a lengthy presentation
about trees, which one woman had written in the form of a poem – an incredible
feat! Her lecture was followed by such a spirited business meeting that, at one point,
I felt my life might be in danger.
At the break time, these women were as sweet as the tea and cookies they
served. They truly made me feel welcome: “We would love to have a male in our
group. Are you married?” I could see that the group was not a glove-fit.
“It wasn’t a mistake,” Sharon assured me. “The only way to know some
things is to show up and have a look-see. Now, check out the next group on your
list.
She’s right, I thought. Whether I am looking for employment, a better
apartment, or a different church, sooner or later I need to get out of the house and
put some shoes on the ground.
So, he found out that the garden club was not a fit for him. It didn’t mean that
he should stop there, that he should keep exploring. Exploring what life has to
offer.”
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Life gives us many twists and turn. I like to call them adventures. Adventures
to teach us, strengthen us, and to help us grow in God’s love. Life is an adventure
waiting to happen. We need to keep exploring the next thing on our list. To keep
“Garden Tending.”
So, this year I ask you to look at the flowers and vegetables in your gardens
in a new and different way. Let them be a reminder that you are amazing and that
God loves you just the way you are. You are “Good Enough.”
Happy Easter! He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!
Pastor Jan

The Jelly Beans:
Red is for the blood He gave.
Green is for the grass He made.
Yellow is for His sun so bright.
Orange is for the edge of night.
Black is for the sins we made.
White is for grace He gave.
Purple is for His hours of sorrow.
Pink is for our new tomorrow.
May every day be Easter in your heart. May the joy you feel on Easter
morning be the joy of each day of your life.
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WORSHIP
Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning
In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)
Connect by phone
The number to call: 1 877 309 2073
The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign #
View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day.

April 3

Fifth Sunday in Lent (Purple)
Something New
Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist
Organist Donna Sauers

April 10

Sixth Sunday in Lent (Purple)
Palm Sunday
Into Jerusalem
Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist
Organist Audrey Bingaman
Palm Sunday Breakfast following worship

April 14

Maundy Thursday
A Maundy Thursday meditation will be on line at 7 PM

April 15

Good Friday
A Good Friday meditation will be on line at 5 PM
Good Friday Day of Prayer in the sanctuary from 9AM to 7 PM

April 17

Easter Sunday (White)
Resurrection Joy
Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist
Organist Donna Sauers

April 24

Second Sunday of Easter (White)
Resurrection Witness
Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist
Organist Audrey Bingaman
Social Hour following worship
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Our Life Together In Service
“Good Enough: Embracing the imperfections of Life and Faith”
Our Lenten journey continues!
Throughout the Lenten season, please tune into our
website, www.newberlinucc.org, for Wednesday
Meditations. Each Wednesday evening, there will be a
meditation video posted on the website. Let’s embrace
our “good enough” lives and "tend our gardens"
through weekly meditation!

Palm Sunday,
April 10

Please join us on Palm Sunday, April
10, for brunch and a time of fellowship
after worship.

Thursday, April 14

Please tune into our website, www.newberlinucc.org,
for a Maundy Thursday Meditation at 7:00 p.m.

Friday, April 15

Please tune into our website,
www.newberlinucc.org, for a Good Friday
Meditation at 5:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 17

Please join us for our Easter Sunday Worship Service and
Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m. to celebrate that He is risen!
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Food Pantry. Please help us continue to support this vital
mission in our local community. The next distributions will
be Thursday, April 21. Suggested food items from
Emmanuel for the month are canned fruits, spaghetti
sauce, soup, and peanut butter. We do thank all those who
make donations and offer their time to make this mission
and service possible for those who are in need.

Mifflinburg School District's Backpack Program
The New Berlin Food Pantry is once again participating in
the Mifflinburg School District’s Backpack program. Our group is
responsible for the month of April and will pack 150 bags every
week for children in the intermediate and elementary schools who
have been identified as food insufficient.
Wow…Wow…Wow…did the members of Emmanuel UCC ever respond to this
important mission last year! Can we meet the need again?
I thought of the illuminated stained-glass window above the entrance to our
sanctuary. WELCOME. It warmly invites people into our midst from the street. If you
think about it though…after worship it lights our way as we step out onto the sidewalk
onto a busy street leading into the heart of our small community. I wondered if the
intent might have been to remind those of us who had been in worship that the risen
Christ is already out there ahead of us welcoming us into a world that needs to hear
and see and know about him. I guess what I am saying is…the meaning goes both
ways. Jesus calls us into a place where we hear the word preached, are baptized into the
body of Christ, receive the bread and cup, and are bound together in Christian
community. But the other way of seeing the WELCOME is equally true. Christ calls us
out of the church and into the world. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are sent as
agents of his healing, forgiveness, justice, and love into the community beyond our
church walls.
May God give us courage to follow the risen Christ into the world where he
promised to welcome and meet us to serve in his name.
So I am asking you now…because you know of the need to ensure that children
will not go hungry…children who are our neighbors…will YOU answer Christ’s call to
serve?
On behalf of the food pantry, several people will be purchasing the designated
items for each backpack bag in bulk. To defray the cost of this project, your help
through monetary donations would be greatly appreciated.
Please consider a gift of any amount and drop off or mail it to the church. The
church will then forward the donations to the food pantry.
Emmanuel United Church of Christ, 326 Market Street, PO Box 329
New Berlin, PA 17855
WELCOME!
We press on in the ministry of faith in action,
Pastor Jim
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Our Life Together In Prayer
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold
Nottingham: George Mull
Family and Friends of those who have died:
Robert Lazarus, Hunter Reynolds, David Hauck, Judy Kauffman, Kay
Shirk, Charles Marks, Phyllis Solomon
Church Members with Concerns:
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Jim & Linda Forster, Betty Vonada, Joyce Kratzer,
Shirley Renninger, Dale “Pap” Smith, Marvin Maurer, Jill Benfer, Jan Garinger,
Theresa McCool, Bob Walter, Kenton Zook, Wilma Leitzel
Friends and Family with Concerns:
Frances Stover, Dani Leitel, Myron Anderson, Kathy Brady, Vic Crevelling, Carol
Shifflet, John Snook, Dawn Moyer, Pat Shrawder, Tammy Noss, Mike Bock, Steve and
Sue Walter, Shirley Weaver, Nathan Lyons, Jeremy Deitrick, Barbara Snook, Julia
Hauck, Tawnya Lovell, George & Scott Reinard, Hannah Newell, Ronald Benfer, Amy
Geiser, Darlene Hoffmaster, Kay Martin, Connie & Craig Stumpff, Cliff Resseler, Debbie
Huffmaster
Around the World and Close to Home:
Pray for Peace in our World
All those serving in the Armed Forces
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines

Our April Birthdays
April 3 – Chris Dauberman
April 8 – Ami Goudreau
April 13 – Audrey Bingaman
April 17 – Theresa McCool
April 19 – Dale Smith
April 12 – Anthony & Cinda Buoy
April 14 – William & Martha Hockenberry
April 27 – James & Debra Benfer
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next
steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ.
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be April 11. 2022 at 7:30 p.m.
2022 Emmanuel UCC Church Council
Linda Walter – President
Keith McCool – Vice President
Debra Benfer – Secretary
Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Penny Guzenski,
Martha Hockenberry, Donnie Sauers, Jill Benfer
The minutes of the March 2022 meeting are attached.

New Berlin Community Yard Sales – Friday May 6th and Saturday, May 7th
Emmanuel UCC will be having a yard sale with the New Berlin
community on Friday May 6 and Saturday May 7. You may start
bringing your yard sale donations to the church on
Sunday, April 10. The “Kitchen Ladies”
will also be having a Soup Sale and Food Stand those days.
More information will be announced.

Traditional Holy Communion and Offering Collection
Consistory Members of Emmanuel United Church of Christ voted to get
back to some traditional methods of Sunday Services to give us more
normalcy.
 The Offering Plate will be passed through the pews for collection.
 Holy Communion will be served in the traditional way.
 Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.
 Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to
website later in the day.
Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if you
have any questions or concerns.
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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
NEW BERLIN, PA
CONSISTORY MEETING – MARCH 14, 2022
Attendance: Keith McCool, Deb Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Vicki Benfer, Donnie
Sauers, Jill Benfer (via phone), Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger.
Meeting was called to order by Vice President Keith McCool at 7:30pm with devotions
by Pastor Jan Garinger.
Secretary’s Report: Motion to accept the minutes of February 14 th and the Annual
Meeting minutes of February 20th, 2022 was made by Audrey, seconded by Donnie.
Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept the treasurer’s report for February 2022 subject to
audit was made by Donnie, seconded by Vicki. Motion carried.
Old Business:
1.

First Aid Cupboard located in the social room has been updated. Thank you to Alice
Dalton for doing this for us.
2. Roof Update – Kenny Hoover checked the roof and reported that the shingles will need
to be replaced in the next two years with a bid of $35,000. Keith will check with him to
see how long the bid is good for.
3. Copier Update – Ordered and coming. Currently we are using a loaner of the same
model we are getting and loaner is working well.
4. New Berlin Yard Sale – We are having one with the community on May 7 th. More
information will be announced.

New Business:
1. Sanctuary – Needs updating – Looking at painting, carpet, etc. in the near future. Will
be getting estimates.
2. Wooden Announcement Sign facing Vine Street needs some repair. Donnie will check
this out and report back to consistory.
3. Call In Phone Service – Looking for a way to do this without carrying the phone around.
4. Motion to SUSPEND ALL COVID RULES AND GO BACK TO PRE-COVID,
TRADITIONAL SERVICE was made by Audrey, seconded by Donnie. Motion carried.

Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:45pm.
Secretary, Debra Benfer
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Getting to Know You
Our monthly series continues as we feature one of our
Organists and congregation member Donna Sauers.
Name: Donna Sauers
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?)
Cosmetologist/Beautician for 5 years
Stay at home mom for 18 years
When Chris and Vicki went to college, I went back to work at IGA in Mifflinburg as a
deli manager, sold shoes at Buttoff’s in Lewisburg, worked at Fisher’s Meat Market in
Lewisburg, deli manager at Ard’s Farm Market. Learned new things at each job.
Church organist since age 18.
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?
We’ve traveled to many Caribbean Islands by way of cruises. We spent a month in
Australia. We’ve been to every state in the United States.
United States is our favorite place.
What is your favorite Bible verse?
Romans 8:28
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel?
Choir rehearsal
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be?
Potato chips --- usually give them up for Lent.
What is your hidden talent?
Don’t think it’s a hidden talent but I’ve been doing plastic canvas work since 1994. I
make wall hangings and tissue box covers for every season.
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855
Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net
Church website: www.newberlinucc.org
Church Phone: 570-966-2880
Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm
Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin
Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope
Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net
Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748
Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger

Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net
Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968

