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THE GABRIEL
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world.

February 2022
A Message from Pastor Jim

Choose to Love
38 For

I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons,[b] neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8)
In his book, Written in Blood, Robert Coleman tells the story of a little
boy whose sister needed a blood transfusion to help her overcome a
serious disease. She had a rare blood type which she shared with her little
brother. The fact that he had recovered from the same disease two years
earlier made the chances of her recovery even greater if she received the
transfusion from him. The doctor carefully explained all this to the little
boy, pointing out that without the transfusion his sister would likely die.
“Would you be brave and give your blood to your sister?” the doctor
asked. Johnny hesitated. His lower lip began to tremble. Then he smiled
and said, “Sure, for my sister.” The two children were wheeled into the
hospital room – Mary, pale and thin; Johnny, robust and healthy. He
smiled at his sister, then watched as the blood traveled out of his body,
down the clear, plastic tube. Johnny’s smile faded, and as he lay there
feeling weak, he looked up at the doctor and said, “Doctor, when do I die?”
Johnny mistakenly thought that giving his blood to his sister meant
giving up his life. Yet because of his great love for her, he was prepared to
pay the price and lay aside his life for hers. He chose love.
That is true God-given love. How do we know it is God-given love?
We know because little Johnny set aside himself and offered all that he had.
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This is, of course, just a story to tug at your heart…but the truth
remains…love as Christ showed it sets aside ourselves and puts another
first. That is love.
We are above all things loved…that is what Jesus tells us over and
over and over again. God loves us no matter what is happening all around
us…and absolutely nothing can separate us from that love…not our own
actions or the action of forces or institutions around us. Know you are
loved By God and that there is absolutely nothing you can do about it.
We should daily celebrate the fact that we are loved so
unconditionally. Let us remember that one of the biggest requirements of
caring for others is that we have the same kind of love that Christ
showed…which lays aside ourselves and puts another first.
Know you are loved…
Choose to love…
Pressing on in love,
Pastor Jim
A Message from Pastor Jan

Love is a Many Splendid Thing
When I say “February” what is the first thing
that comes to your mind? I’m sure that most
of us would say Valentine’s Day. The day we
think about love. Why do we only think about
love on February 14th? Shouldn’t we think
about love 365 days a year.
When we think about Valentine’s Day we think about our spouse or
life partner. The person that is nearest and dearest to our hearts. There are
so many other people in our hearts that we love too. Of course, it’s not the
same type of love, but it’s love none the less.
Love comes in so many forms;
-

The love for a spouse or life partner
Love for our children
Love for our parents
Love for our friends
Love for our pets
Love for our church family
Love of chocolate
Love of pizza
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The first Valentine’s Day was said to happen in the year 496! Having
a particular date for Valentine’s Day is a very old tradition, thought to have
originated from a Roman festival.
In the United States the first commercial Valentine’s cards were
printed in the mid-1800s. The cards generally had Cupid on it, who was the
Roman god of love. They were also decorated with hearts and flowers.
In 2021, Americans spent $21.8 billion on Valentine’s Day. Every
year 36 million heart shaped boxes of chocolate are sold across the country.
This year is it anticipated that 1 billion cards will be exchanged. Also,
American’s will spend approximately 3.3 billion dollars on flowers. I don’t
know about you, but I find these figures astonishing.
The list of people and things that we love can go on and on, as well
as, the things that we can buy for our loved ones. But have we lost sight of
what is really important when we think of love? When we think of love
why don’t we think about God? Shouldn’t God be at the top of the list of
people that we love? Why do we omit the one person who loves us
unconditionally?
So, this year on Valentine’s Day let us all think about God’s love for
you and how you can share that love with all you meet!
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Jan
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WORSHIP
Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning
In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)
Connect by phone
The number to call: 1 877 309 2073
The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign #
View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day.

February 6

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (Green)
A Surprising Catch
Pastor Jim preaching and Pastor Jan liturgist
Organist Audrey Bingaman

February 13

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany (Green)
Surprising Teaching
Pastor Jim preaching and liturgist
Organist Donna Sauers
Social Hour following worship hosted by Keith McCool

February 20

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany (Green)
Love Your Enemies
Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist
Organist Audrey Bingaman

February 27

Transfiguration (White)
Astounding Glory
Pastor Jan preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist
Organist Donna Sauers
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Our Life Together In Service
Remember our ongoing mission project…the New
Berlin Food Pantry. Please help us continue to
support this vital mission in our local community.
The next distributions will be Thursday, February 17.
Suggested food items from Emmanuel for the month
are canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut
butter. We do thank all those who make donations
and offer their time to make this mission and service
possible for those who are in need.

Good Enough: Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith
We live in a culture bent on definitions of a good life as continuous upward mobility–
climbing ladders of prosperity with increasingly fabulous experiences that we can post
to evermore-likable social media accounts. We may comb the shelves of the self-help
section in search of just the right formula to gain success. Perhaps we even gravitate
towards spiritual leaders who promise great rewards if we only do “the right thing.”
But life happens, right? Most times we are not moving upward but trying to repair the
rung we’ve just slipped from. So what if we stopped climbing and started fertilizing,
watering, and blooming right where we find ourselves? Welcome to a Lent of affirming
a faith in which we are blessed, regardless, and where we can lean into embracing our
“good enough” lives.

Pandemic Guidelines: Emmanuel United Church of Christ is starting to get back to some normalcy
for Sunday Services. The church is following the new guidelines from the Department of
Health for Pennsylvania. The guidelines the church had in effect are now cancelled except
for the following:






Entrance can be made through either the Breezeway doors or the Vine Street door.
Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.
Offering Plate will remain at the back of the Sanctuary.
Holy Communion will continue with the Cup/Wafer combination for now.
Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to website later in the
day.

Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if you have
any questions or concerns.
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Our Life Together In Prayer
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold
Nottingham: George Mull
Family and Friends of those who have died:
Mary Ritter Bowersox, Ivan Yoder Sr., Jean Weaver, Jared Hess
Church Members with Concerns:
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Jim & Linda Forster, Betty Vonada, Joyce Kratzer,
Shirley Renninger, Dale “Pap” Smith, Marvin Maurer, Linda Walter
Friends and Family with Concerns:
Frances Stover, Dani Leitel, Melanie Spade, Joanne Boyer, Myron Anderson,
Kathy Brady, Bill Berry, Julia Fetter, Vic Crevelling, Carol Shifflet, John Snook,
Carol Morgan, Greg Sassaman, Jason Martin, Jean Sauers, Dawn Moyer,
Marsha Hubbert, Charles Marks, Dave & Helen Hannah, Pat Shrawder, Joanne McKay,
Doris Newell
Around the World and Close to Home:
Pray for Peace in our World
All those serving in the Armed Forces
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines

Our February Birthdays
February 4 – Jessica Neidig
February 6 – Carter Kuhar
February 9 – Barbara Stamm
February 13 – Theresa Reber

February 14 – Eric Mabus
February 15 – Aaron Virgillio
February 16 – Lucille Cope
February 24 – Hope Dauberman

To: My church family and friends:
“Thank you all for your prayers, well wishes, and food during
my surgery and subsequent long recovery period. It's been
very gratifying to learn how many people think of you when
you're not up to your usual power. It's been a trip."
Barbara Stamm
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next
steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ.
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be February 14, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.
2022 Emmanuel UCC Church Council
Linda Walter – President
Keith McCool – Vice President
Debra Benfer – Secretary
Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Penny Guzenski,
Martha Hockenberry, Donnie Sauers, Jill Benfer
EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
NEW BERLIN, PA
CONSISTORY MEETING – JANUARY 10, 2022
Attendance: Keith McCool, Audrey Bingaman, Vicki Benfer, Deb Benfer, Donnie Sauers,
Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger.
Meeting was called to order by Vice President Keith McCool at 7:30pm with devotions by Pastor
Jan Garinger.
Secretary’s Report: Motion to accept the minutes of December 13, 2021 was made by Audrey,
seconded by Vicki. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept the treasurer’s report for December 2021 subject to audit
was made by Donnie, seconded by Audrey. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
1. Worship – Working on Lent
2. Trustees – Replaced and purchased light bulbs, purchased salt for walks, checked leak in
vestibule (and found none).

Old Business:
1. First Aid Cupboard – Alice Dalton has agreed to update this for us.

New Business:
1. Annual Meeting will be February 20, 2022 (in person)
2. Annual meeting reports will be due by February 6, 2022 to Shirley.
3. Audit Report – Martha and her committee will meet with Jay.
4. New vacuum cleaner is needed for the church. Motion to allow Debbie to spend up to $400 for
the purchase of one was made by Vicki, seconded by Donnie. Motion carried.
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5. Leaf vac (blower) is needed for the church. Donnie will check them out and come back to us
with prices.
6. Bearded Bros. Butcher Shop – Has venison to give to any families in need of meat. Please let a
consistory member know.

Pastor’s Time
“Beyond Our Walls” – A project that you will hear more about later.
Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:30pm.
Secretary, Debra Benfer
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Getting to Know You
Our monthly series continues as we feature our church
secretary Shirley Wilhelm.

Name: Shirley Wilhelm
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?)
Mifflinburg Bank & Trust Company (Operations and customer service)
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?
Alaska and Hawaii
What is your favorite Bible verse?
Proverbs 3: 5-6 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel?
Singing in the choir
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be?
Ham loaf
What is your hidden talent?
No hidden talent. Member & Organist at the Presbyterian Church in Mifflinburg.
Enjoy reading and playing games.
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855
Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net
Church website: www.newberlinucc.org
Church Phone: 570-966-2880
Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm
Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin
Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope
Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net
Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748
Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger

Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net
Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968

