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THE GABRIEL 
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2021 
A Message from Pastor Jim 
 Recently I was reviewing a treatment plan with a patient regarding some 
proposed dental work. After hearing what I proposed, the patient looked me in the 
eye and asked, “Are you certain this is going to work?” 
 
 Later that evening, I thought more deeply about that question. It is a question 
that pervades nearly every aspect of our lives…are you certain? We long for 
certainty. We want to be certain that we have the perfect career. We want to be 
certain that we find the right life partner. We want to be certain that we are making 
the salary commensurate with our experience and job performance. We want to be 
certain that we get the appropriate amount of time off. We want to be certain 
that we have model children who grow up to be everything we want them 
to be and more. We want to be certain we live in the house of our dreams. 
We want to be certain that we are healthy. We want to be certain that 
Christmas is perfect. We want to be certain about…well…everything. 
 
 Some folks will claim they have certainty. They can explain 
everything that happens in life...because they are certain everything 
happens for a reason. To be honest, I struggle with that logic. Please tell me what is 
the reason children die from cancer or any other dreadful disease? What is the reason 
anyone ever gets cancer let alone dies from it? What is the reason people we love 
die when we aren’t ready? What is the reason for people having Alzheimer’s or 
Parkinson’s disease? What is the reason the world has been turned upside down by 
a virus? Is it all part of God’s plan and we just need to accept it? Suffering, disease, 
addiction, all of this stuff is part of God’s plan? I, along with many others, are quite 
uncertain about that. I cannot grasp that a loving God has a plan for cruelty, pain, or 
suffering in an effort to somehow teach us a lesson. I know that many would argue 
with me because there are many whose “certain” theological belief is that everything 
happens for a reason and it is all part of God’s master plan.  
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 I would not ask anyone to abandon what they believe to be true or what makes 
sense to them. It is my only goal to offer a perspective on how I view God…and yes 
how I struggle with some theological views. 
 
 I am not certain I can explain why things happen in life…good or bad…is it 
because of God’s master plan?…I do not know. 
 
 The one thing that this time of the year does for me is to remind me of the one 
thing that I can be certain about. Several years ago, shortly after Thanksgiving, my 
Dad passed away suddenly. Although he was ill, it was unexpected at the time. I 
walked around for several days in what seemed like a daze. I was buoyed by the love 
and prayers of all those around me…the notes and cards…the flowers…the words 
of encouragement. When folks sat beside me and held my hands and told me stories 
it revealed to me a world where our lives intersect and feelings are exchanged and 
love is shared. This feeling lasted for a few weeks and then it gradually disappeared. 
The feeling of God’s presence seemed to slip away.  
 
 And then…Christmas Eve came along.  
 

How, I wondered, would I ever celebrate Christmas without this person who 
made Christmas so special all those years I was growing up? The answer lies in the 
one thing I discovered through this difficult time…the one thing I am certain 
of…even though all those feelings of God’s presence I experienced through others 
had seemingly disappeared, I began to realize they left an imprint. I was forever 
marked by the presence of God simply through their love and kindness. What a 
precious and simple gift! 
 
 It was a simple, yet lasting gift…and so is… 

Emmanuel… 
God with us… 

   
   The one and only certainty offered to each one of us. 
 
May you have a peaceful Christmas, 
Pastor Jim 
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A Message from Pastor Jan 
 As we approach this most amazing time of 
the year, my mind is swarming with so many 
magical Christmas memories.  I’m sure that this 
is also happening for you too. 
  
 Everyone’s heart seems a little lighter and 
brighter at this time of year.  Did you ever see a 
child with wide-eyed wonder in anticipation of 
Christmas?   Did you ever think to yourself that 
at this time of year we all have a warm smile on 

our faces and our hearts are open wider to see the good in everyone? People seem to 
be looking for ways to help their fellow man rather than how can they hurt them in 
one way or another.  Everything seems a lot more positive and caring at this time of 
year. 

 
So, when I sit back and discerned over all of this, I wonder why does this only 

happen at Christmas time.  Why does our attitude change on December 26th?   Why 
can’t we be this warm and caring 365 days a year?  I’m sorry but I don’t have an 
answer for you.  I hope and pray that we might all do our best to carry this blessed 
Christmas feeling with us each and every day of our lives. 
  
 A poem entitled “Make Christmas Last All Year Long” by Kelly Roper sums 
this up. 

Give to the needy whenever you’re able. 
Volunteer at a soup kitchen at least once a month. 

Wish people a good day every day. 
Sing your favorite Christmas carol just because. 

Send cards to let loved ones know you’re thinking of them. 
Surprise someone now and then with a gift from the heart. 

Let that mistletoe hang all year round and use it. 
Pray for peace on earth each and every day. 

Try to love your fellow human beings even though they’re far from 
perfect. 

Give thanks for all the Lord provides. 
Keep Jesus first in your heart. 
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 This Christmas cherish the memories of Christmas past, embrace the 
memories of Christmas present, and dream of the memories of Christmases in the 
future.  
  
 I would like to thank each and every one of you for all of your love, support, 
and blessings that you have given to me on my journey in ministry.  You will never 
know how much it means to me!  God has truly blessed me with an amazing 
congregation to guide me on my journey.  This is one of the best Christmas gifts that 
I could ever receive and I will warmly carry this gift with me through the entire year! 
  
 My Christmas wish for you is that you have a most blessed Christmas and a 
very happy and healthy New Year. 
   
Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Jan 
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WORSHIP 

 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning 
            In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)  

Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
December 5  Second Sunday of Advent (Purple) 
   A Place at the Table (Peace) 
   Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 
     
December 12  Third Sunday of Advent (Purple) 
   How Much is Enough (Joy) 
   Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 
                                    Social Hour following worship hosted by Audrey Bingaman 
   
December 19            Fourth Sunday of Advent (Purple) 
   A Room with a View (Love) 
   Pastor Jan, preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
 
December 24            Christmas Eve (White) 
   The Inn 
   Holy Communion  

Pastor Jan and Pastor Jim, Celebrants 
   Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
  
December 26  First Sunday after Christmas (White) 
   Dwelling 
                                    Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist 
                                    Organist, Audrey Bingaman                                     
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Our Life Together In Service 
Christmas Mission 2021  

This year we have two families with a total of four 
children.  Penny Guzenski was in contact with one of the 

mothers.  When Penny asked her what her 8-year-old boy needed, 
the mother’s response without hesitation was underwear and socks.  It 
just about broke Penny’s heart.  Penny thinks that the mother would 

have been satisfied if that was the gift we gave her child.  With 
continued questions. Penny found out that this 8-year-old child needs 
sneakers and also needs boots to play in the snow.  It was a similar 
scenario with the second family. 
Our little church can do better for these kiddos!  We need your help! 

We will provide dinners for each family along with gift cards for Weis 
Markets and Walmart.  On November 7, the Christmas Tree will be in Social 
Room with the gifts to purchase or monetary donations for these children. 

Please have all gifts or monetary donations into the church by December 5.  If 
you are currently not attending church in person, please consider a monetary donation 
marked “Christmas Mission 2021”.  Your past support had been much appreciated and 
we thank you for your generosity!  We look forward to giving these families a great 
Christmas and your heart will grow one size bigger! 

 
The Christmas Fund Offering ~~ December 19 
For the Veterans of the Cross and 
the Emergency Fund 
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross 
and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission 
Offering that congregations have been supporting 
for over 100 years.  The offering is administered 
through the United Church Board for Ministerial 
Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pension 
Boards.  Funds provide direct financial support to those who serve the church and are 
facing financial difficulties.  Active and retired clergy, lay employees, and their surviving 
spouses may be eligible for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of 
Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and/or Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks. 
 
The 2021 Christmas Fund offering date is Sunday, December 19.  Please place this 
special offering in an envelope marked “The Christmas Fund” and place in our offering 
plate.  Or you may donate online by going to The Pension Boards of United Church of 
Christ Inc. (https://www.pbucc.org/index.php) 
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ADVENT SERIES 
 

   the inn…Housing the Holy 

 
 The pandemic and so many other disasters this year have laid bare economic 
disparity locally and globally. 
 No one church can solve everything, but each can do something. 
 Housing the Holy Work of Divine Love can happen in many ways. 
 
 And as we “make room in the inn,” 
  The lonely and frightened places within us are filled with… 
   
  Hope 
   Peace 
    Joy 
     Love 
 
 Come join us as we explore how “our inn” can make room for others. 

 
Christmas Open House 

Emmanuel United Church of Christ 
New Berlin, Pennsylvania 

December 19, 2021 
3:00 – 5:00 PM 

 

Come and join us for a time of fellowship, enjoying 
the beautiful church decorations, and a mini organ 
recital featuring some Christmas favorites beginning 
at 3:30!   Light refreshments will be served!  Looking 
forward to a festive holiday gathering to enjoy the season 

and one another! 
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Our Deepest Sympathy to the family of Charles “Charlie” Dreese 
who entered eternal peace on October 26, 2021 

 
Our Life Together In Prayer 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold 
Nottingham: George Mull 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died: 
Charles “Charlie” Dreese, Thomas Beckley 
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Jeanne Leitzel, Keith McCool, 
Jessica Neidig and Kenton Zook, Jim Forster, Abby Leitzel, 
Betty Vonada, Joyce Krazter, Shirley Renninger, Nick Gemberling, Jan Garinger 
 
Friends and Family with Concerns: 
Frances Stover, Dani Leitel, Melanie Spade, Joanne Boyer, Myron Anderson, Kathy 
Brady, Christine Hassinger, Rose Swope, Rick Rathburn, Ray Gessner, Mary Hummel, 
Brent Bastian, Elsie Mutchler, Tom and Andrienne Raymer, Bill Berry, Carol Shifflet, 
Jean Weaver, Christine Rennehack, Alice Dalton, Angel Guay 
 
Around the World and Close to Home: 
Pray for Peace in our World 
All those serving in the Armed Forces 
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines 
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Our December Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
December 4 – Matthew Cope  December 19 – Ricky Cope 
December 5 – Carol Miller December 20 – Mary Beckley 
December 6 – Jill Benfer December 24 – Bill Hauck 
December 8 – Debbie Bickel  December 28 – Joyce Kratzer 
December 12 – Jonathon Cope 

  
 
 
 
December 3 – James & Jodi Cope 

 
 

 
Remember our ongoing mission project…the New Berlin 
Food Pantry. Please help us continue to support this vital 
mission in our local community. The next distributions 
will be Thursday, December 16.  Suggested food items 
from Emmanuel for the month of December are 
Cranberry Sauce and Stuffing along with canned fruits, 
spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut butter.   We do thank 
all those who make donations and offer their time to 
make this mission and service possible for those who are 
in need. 

 
 
 
Pandemic Guidelines:  Emmanuel United Church of Christ is starting to get back to some normalcy 
for Sunday Services.  The church is following the new guidelines from the Department of 
Health for Pennsylvania.  The guidelines the church had in effect are now cancelled except 
for the following: 

 Entrance can be made through either the Breezeway doors or the Vine Street door.   
 Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.   
 Offering Plate will remain at the back of the Sanctuary.   
 Holy Communion will continue with the Cup/Wafer combination for now.   
 Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to website later in the 

day. 
Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if you have 
any questions or concerns. 

 
 



P a g e  | 10 
 

 
Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next 

steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be December 13, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
2021 Emmanuel UCC Church Council 

 Linda Walter – President 
 Keith McCool – Vice President 

 Debra Benfer – Secretary 
Debra Benfer, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman,  

David Farmer, Penny Guzenski, Martha Hockenberry, Joan Maurer, 
Keith McCool, Linda Walter 

 
 
 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NEW BERLIN, PA 

CONSISTORY MEETING – NOVEMBER 8, 2021 
 
Attendance:  Linda Walter, Audrey Bingaman, Martha Hockenberry, David Farmer, 
Vicki Benfer, Joan Maurer, Penny Guzenski, Deb Benfer, Pastor James Cope, and Pastor 
Jan Garinger. 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Linda Walter at 7:30pm with devotions by 
Pastor Jan “Be Thankful”. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Motion to accept the minutes of October 11, 2021, was made by 
Audrey, seconded by Martha. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Motion to accept the treasurer’s report of October 2021 subject to 
audit was made by Martha, seconded by Vicki.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 

1. Pastor/Parish – Audrey reported that they discussed pastoral obligation. 
2. Worship – Working on Advent and Christmas Mission Project. 
3. Memorial Monies – 
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a.  Pastor Plaque – Paid with memorial funds from Frances Dreese and Miles 
Kratzer. 

b. AED Device – Paid with memorial funds from Emma Renninger and Illa Ritter. 

Old Business: 
1. First Aid Station is being updated. 
2. Christmas trees have been purchased. 
3. Old social room chairs – will list on Marketplace to see if we can move them. 

New Business: 
1. 2022 Budget is presented by the Budget Committee for consistory approval. 

a.  Motion was made by David, seconded by Penny to have a 10% pay increase for 
Janitor-Inside, Garden 7 Lawn Care, Music-Organist, and Clerk/Secretary. 
Motion carried.  

b. Motion to approve the 2022 Budget with a $964.00 (10% pay increase) for Janitor-
Inside, Garden 7 Lawn Care, Music-Organist, and Clerk/Secretary to be 
presented to the congregation at the Congregational Meeting on December 12, 
2021 was made by Vicki, seconded by David.  Motion carried. 

2. Recommendation of new consistory members for the ensuing term are Audrey 
Bingaman, Donnie Sauers, and Jill Benfer. 

3. Motion to advertise our Christmas service in The Daily Item and Standard Journal 
was made by Audrey, seconded by Penny. Motion carried. 

4. Motion was made by Audrey, seconded by Martha to use money from the church 
treasury to fill any Christmas Mission Stockings that are not taken by congregation 
members.  Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Time: 
 Continuing to work on Advent and New Year 
 
Adjourned at 8:30pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 
        Secretary, Debra Benfer 
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Getting to Know You 
Our monthly series continues as we feature congregational 
member Penny Guzenski 
 
 
Name:  Penny Guzenski 
 
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?)  
I am retired from teaching after 35 years in the Selinsgrove School District. 
 
 
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?  
This is a hard one… Alaska and Ireland are tie for me because of the scenery and 
friendly people living in both places. 
 
 
What is your favorite Bible verse? 
All of Ecclesiastes. 
 
 
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel? 
All Christmases as a child and seeing many relatives every Sunday. 
 
 
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be? 
Definitely Graham Cracker Pudding! 
 
 
What is your hidden talent? 
I’ll quote Theresa “What you see is what you get.”   
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Christmas….A brief history of the holiday 
 The first time the birth of Jesus Christ was attributed to the date December 25 was 
in the 4th century, according to early Roman history. Early celebrations of Christmas are 
thought to have derived from Roman and other European festivals that marked the end 
of the harvest, and the winter solstice. 
 Some customs from those celebrations that have endured include decorating 
homes with greenery, giving gifts, singing songs, and eating special foods.   
 The holiday developed further with the legend of St. Nicholas. Although much of 
his history is unconfirmed, the man who became St. Nicholas lived in the 4th century and 
is believed to have been a bishop in Asia Minor.   
 Many miracles attributed to him are dubious at best. Nevertheless, some countries 
named him their patron saint. He also is considered the patron saint of, among others, 
children (for protecting them), sailors (whom he reputedly saved at sea), and the poor (to 
whom he generously gave gifts).  
 In his honor, the Feast of St. Nicholas was marked on December 6 and gifts given 
the night before. The tradition was well established in many European countries by the 
12th century. Eventually, because St. Nicholas' Day and Christmas Day are so close 
together, their traditions generally were combined. 
 St. Nicholas took on different personas in different countries. For example, The 
Netherlands have Sinter Klaas; Father Christmas gives gifts in Great Britain; Père Noël 
does the same in France; and in Germany St. Nicholas has had many names including 
Klaasbuur, Burklaas, Rauklas, Bullerklaas, and Sunnercla, although Father Christmas is 
becoming more popular. In the United States, the Dutch settlers' Sinter Klaas evolved into 
Santa Claus. 
 Other Christmas facts: 

 The story of Jesus Christ's birth is told in New Testament's gospel of Saint Luke and 
Saint Matthew. 

 Some Christians celebrate Jesus Christ's coming on January 6, the Epiphany, when they 
believe he was baptized. 

 The song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" refers to the 12 days between Christmas and 
the Epiphany. 

 The word Christmas comes from the Old English Cristes maesse, which means Christ's 
mass. 

 The word Xmas is sometimes used instead of Christmas. In Greek, Xis the first letter of 
Christ's name. 

 In 1969, the Roman Catholic church dropped St. Nicholas' Feast Day from its calendar 
because his life is so unreliably documented. 

 The German word Christkindl, which means Christ child, eventually turned into Kriss 
Kringle. 

 Santa Claus generally was depicted as an elf until 1931, when Coca-Cola ads portrayed 
him as human-sized. 

 Rudolph didn't become Santa's ninth reindeer until 1939 when an advertising writer for 
the department store Montgomery Ward created him. 

Sources: Encarta 96 Encyclopedia, World Book, Encyclopedia Brittanica 
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 Emmanuel United Church of Christ  
 
 Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855 
 Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
 Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
 Church Phone: 570-966-2880 
 Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 

 Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
  
 Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
 Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
 Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748 
  
 Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger 
 Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net 
 Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968 
 


