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THE GABRIEL
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world.

January 2022
A Message from Pastor Jim
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of
comfort and joy.
Well…here we are another year has dawned upon us and
this refrain from the well-known carol, “God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen” has been echoing through my mind. Interestingly,
it is one of the oldest existing Christmas carols. Dated back to
the 1500s and earlier, this English carol has actually gone
through a lot of change and misinterpretation over the years. It
is not my intent to get into a long history of the carol for this article, so let me just
say this. Today, the carol’s unknown writers might implore, “May God keep you in
contented spirits, folks.” That sounds neither elegant nor catchy but the attendant
recommendation is that we should let nothing dismay us, since we have the Savior
with us.
That sounds like a good reminder for a new year, wouldn’t you agree?
Now, back to the refrain from this well-known carol. Recently, I got into a
discussion with a friend about what brings us comfort. Have you ever just thought
about that? What brings you comfort?
Warm blankets…a soft pillow…a mug of warm coffee or tea…a sleeping
baby in your arms…a purring kitty on your lap…sitting by a fire…being
surrounded by family…twinkling Christmas lights…a hug…talking with a
friend…listening to the rain…the sight of a cardinal through your window…warm
mittens…soft music…a heating pad…silence…candlelight…sitting in a hot
tub…holding a hand…hearing “I love you”…novacaine…a phone call from your
mom…a text from your child…grilled cheese and tomato soup…macaroni and
cheese…
The list is quite endless and is different for everyone. Throughout our days,
fears rise within us about any number of things. What we crave again and again,
what we need most is comfort. The comfort of food, warmth, beauty, and light.
Ahh yes…light…in addition to food, warmth, and beauty, we crave
light…in so many forms. In light of this(pun intended), throughout the coming
year, when times are uncertain and fears arise within, I ask you to remember what
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happened on that night so long ago when Christ was born. Remember the words
we heard from John 1…The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.”
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.
These words serve as an announcement…an announcement proclaiming that
we have been given the gift of sustaining “comfort and joy” through a light…that
light is in the form of a newborn babe…a Savior… Jesus Christ.
So…may I suggest…whatever items are on your list that bring you
comfort…add to it…the light of Jesus Christ.
Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And in true love and fellowship
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
Is filled with heav’nly grace.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
Pressing on into a New Year,
Pastor Jim
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A Message from Pastor Jan
What is the one thing that most people do on
the first day of the New Year. Yup you guessed it,
they start a New Year’s resolution.
Carol Kuykendall wrote this article for the
1988 Daily Guidepost.
“Today we stand at the gate of a fresh New
Year. Stretching before us are 366 (it’s Leap Year!)
unlived days, bursting with potential. Traditionally,
we pause to consider the ways we’d like to change
in the coming months.
Usually, I keep lists of such personal promises – commonly called New
Year’s resolutions. Yet today, as I look back over my lists, I make a discouraging
discovery. For the past several years, they look all to similar:
I will be more disciplined.
I will get up earlier each morning.
I will lose ten pounds (fifteen?).
I will always be on time.
I will be more patient.
Obviously, I’ve never been able to cross any of these goals off my list once
and for all. Why? I wonder, and then I see an answer. The goals ignore the
greatest resource of power for change in my life: God’s presence. They focus on
me instead of my response to Him; they dwell on external results rather than
drawing from internal strength. No wonder I’m not making much progress.
So, in 1988, I’m going to try something different. Instead of listing a bunch
of desirable external results, I’m going to focus on a single internal goal –
cooperating with God by listening to Him and responding; choosing His way over
my way. To help I’ve even made up a visual image – Tandem Power. Just as a
tandem bicycle is designed to function efficiently when two people cooperate and
pedal together, Tandem Power is the idea of combining our human efforts with
God’s strength and guidance.
Will you join me in a year-long effort to practice cooperating with God?
Together we will examine the kinds of daily choices we face: our way or His way;
drag our feet or pedal together; resist or cooperate.
Our first choice is before us. We stand at the gate of New Year. God opens
the gate; we choose to walk through. He shows us the way; we choose to follow.
Together, we take the first step into the New Year. That’s Tandem Power!”
Wow, doesn’t this article say it all! When we think about New Year’s
resolutions, we think about how we can better ourselves, but just like the article
said how many times do we achieve our resolution. For me this is something that I
have always failed miserably at and now I know why.
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It is important to improve ourselves, but maybe we need to start looking at it
in a new and different way. This year our New Year’s resolution should be to
listen to God’s calling for us.
So, let us achieve this New Year’s
resolution by working as individuals and in
“Tandem” as a church and in “Tandem”
with God to accomplish what God is
calling us to do.
Happy New Year everyone! May
God bless you with good health and
happiness through the New Year!
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Jan

Epiphany – January 6
Epiphany, also called Feast of the Epiphany, Theophany, or Three Kings’ Day, (from
Greek epiphaneia, “manifestation”), Christian holiday commemorating the
first manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, represented by the Magi, and the
manifestation of his divinity, as it occurred at his baptism in the Jordan River and at his
first miracle, at Cana in Galilee. Epiphany is one of the three principal and
oldest festival days of the Christian church (the other two
are Easter and Christmas). Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, and other Western
churches observe the feast on January 6, while some Eastern Orthodox churches
celebrate Epiphany on January 19, since their Christmas Eve falls on January 6.
The festival originated in the Eastern church, where it at first included a
commemoration of Christ’s birth. In Rome, by 354 Christ’s birth was being celebrated
on December 25, and later in the 4th century the church in Rome began celebrating
Epiphany on January 6. In the Western church the festival primarily commemorates the
visit by the Magi to the infant Jesus, which is seen as evidence that Christ, the
Jewish Messiah, came also for the salvation of Gentiles. In the East it primarily
commemorates the baptism of Jesus and celebrates the revelation that
the incarnate Christ was both fully God and fully man.
In the West the evening preceding Epiphany is called Twelfth Night. The time between
December 25 and January 6 is known as the Twelve Days of Christmas. Epiphany is
celebrated with special pastries in many countries, and children often receive small gifts
in their shoes in honour of the Magi’s gifts to the infant Jesus. The holiday also has a
number of traditions involving water as a reflection of Jesus’ baptism, including the
blessing of houses with holy water.
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/Epiphany)
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WORSHIP
Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning
In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)
Connect by phone
The number to call: 1 877 309 2073
The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign #
View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day.

January 2

Second Sunday after Christmas (White)
Another Road
Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim liturgist
Organist, Donna Sauers

January 9

First Sunday after Epiphany (White)
Affirmed by Love
Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist
Organist, Audrey Bingaman
Social Hour following worship hosted by Penny Guzenski

January 16

Second Sunday after Epiphany (Green)
Extravagant Sign
Pastor Jan, preaching and Pastor Jim liturgist
Organist, Donna Sauers

January 23

Third Sunday after Epiphany (Green)
Good News, Good Ways
Pastor Jim and Pastor Jan
Organist, Audrey Bingaman

January 30

Fourth Sunday after Christmas (White)
Prophet on the Edge
Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist
Organist, Donna Sauers
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Our Life Together In Service
Christmas Mission 2021 Completed!
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas for our two families.
Because of you, we were able to give two families food items for dinner as well
as $100 in Weis cards. Each family received WalMart gift cards to purchase
household items. Each child received two outfits and $100 for things they want
(bike or x box game) or need. There were two toys for each child, except the
teenager, who got a Cowboys sweatshirt and hygiene products.
Three children received shoes and boots. All children received
new pajamas. Our Christmas Mission has been accomplished!
Nicely done! Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Remember our ongoing mission project…the New
Berlin Food Pantry. Please help us continue to
support this vital mission in our local community.
The next distributions will be Thursday, January 20.
Suggested food items from Emmanuel for the month
of December are Cranberry Sauce and Stuffing along
with canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut
butter. We do thank all those who make donations
and offer their time to make this mission and service
possible for those who are in need.

Pandemic Guidelines: Emmanuel United Church of Christ is starting to get back to some normalcy
for Sunday Services. The church is following the new guidelines from the Department of
Health for Pennsylvania. The guidelines the church had in effect are now cancelled except
for the following:






Entrance can be made through either the Breezeway doors or the Vine Street door.
Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.
Offering Plate will remain at the back of the Sanctuary.
Holy Communion will continue with the Cup/Wafer combination for now.
Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to website later in the
day.

Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if you have
any questions or concerns.
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Our Life Together In Prayer
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold
Nottingham: George Mull
Family and Friends of those who have died:
Kathy Katherman, Christine Renneback, Wayne Eddowes
Church Members with Concerns:
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Jim & Linda Forster, Betty Vonada, Joyce Kratzer,
Shirley Renninger, Pastor Jan Garinger, Keith McCool, Alice Dalton, Nicholas Stamm
Friends and Family with Concerns:
Frances Stover, Dani Leitel, Melanie Spade, Joanne Boyer, Myron Anderson, Kathy
Brady, Ray Gessner, Bill Berry, Julia Fetter, Tom and Andrienne Raymer, Jean Weaver,
Vic Crevelling, Carol Shifflet, Angel Guay, Phil Miller, John Snook, Carol Morgan,
Greg Sassaman, Richard Troutman, Doris Newell, Desiree Wagner, Jean Sauers, Ivan
Yoder Sr.
Around the World and Close to Home:
Those effected by the tornados
Pray for Peace in our World
All those serving in the Armed Forces
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines

Our January Birthdays
January 4 – Susan Renninger
January 5 – Ellen Benfer
January 7 – Carole Spangler
January 23 – Irene Burgard
January 27 – Becca Delp
January 31 – Sean Leitzel
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next
steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ.
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be January 10, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.
2022 Emmanuel UCC Church Council
Linda Walter – President
Keith McCool – Vice President
Debra Benfer – Secretary
Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Penny Guzenski,
Martha Hockenberry, Donnie Sauers, Jill Benfer

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
NEW BERLIN, PA
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – DECEMBER 12, 2021
Meeting was opened by President Linda Walter at 10:50 am.
There were 23 in attendance including consistory members Linda Walter, Audrey Bingaman,
Martha Hockenberry, David Farmer, Vicki Benfer, Joan Maurer, Deb Benfer, Keith McCool,
Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger.
Approval of 2022 Budget: Motion to approve the 2022 Budget as presented was made by
Donnie Sauers, seconded by Ellen Benfer. Motion carried.
Consistory Members: Three new members are needed to replace three outgoing members David
Farmer, Joan Maurer, Audrey Bingaman (who is eligible to fulfill another term). Many thanks to
these members for their service.
Motion to accept the following persons for consistory Donnie Sauers, Audrey Bingaman, and Jill
Benfer was made by Jay Egli, seconded by Martha Hockenberry. Motion carried.
Donnie Sauers reported on the Food Bank and Deb Benfer reported that all the old social room
chairs were gone.
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:35am was made by Wilma Leitzel, seconded by Sally
Farmer. Motion carried.
Secretary, Debra Benfer
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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
NEW BERLIN, PA
CONSISTORY MEETING – DECEMBER 13, 2021
Attendance: Linda Walter, Audrey Bingaman, Martha Hockenberry, Vicki Benfer, Joan Maurer,
Penny Guzenski, Deb Benfer, Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger.
Meeting was called to order by President Linda Walter with devotions by Pastor Jan reading
“Bridge Builder” poem.
Secretary’s Report: Motion to accept the minutes of November 8, 2021, and the Congregational
Meeting minutes of December 12, 2021, was made by Audrey, seconded by Martha. Motion
carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report for November 2021 with a
correction under Memorial Funds (balance of $4,633.38) subject to audit was made by Vicki,
seconded by Deb. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
1. Worship – Made and delivered 15 shut in bags and Christmas Mission Project
contributions went above and beyond. Thank you to everyone who made this happen.
2. Trustees – Replaced light bulbs and checked upstairs nursery ceiling to see if it was
leaking (it was not).
Old Business:
1. AED has been installed in the Social Room. Thanks Ellen.
2. First Aid Cupboard – being updated.
3. Church is beautifully decorated. Manger scene placed outside. Thanks to all that
helped.
New Business:
1. Christmas Open House – December 19th from 3-5pm.
2. Christmas Eve Service – 7:00pm – Motion was made for Christmas Eve service
ONLY to have bread & cups (distributed by ushers) and to pass the Offering plate.
Motion was made by Audrey, seconded by Martha. Motion carried.
3. Election of Consistory Officers – Motion to retain the same officers was made by
Audrey, seconded by Vicki. Motion carried. President – Linda Walter, Vice
President – Keith McCool, and Secretary – Debra Benfer
Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:30pm.
Secretary, Debra Benfer
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Getting to Know You
Our monthly series continues as we feature congregational
member Martha Hockenberry
Name: Martha Grace Hockenberry
Grace Then: Grace Ella Leiby (Grandmother)
Grace Ellen Ulrich (Aunt)
Grace Now: Grace Ann Hockenberry (Daughter)
Cassandra Grace Virgilio (Granddaughter)
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?)
I am retired from over 30+ years as a CSR (Customer Service Representative) at Snyder
County Trust Co. (and all of their name changes) and most recent Mifflinburg Bank at
the Harvey’s branch. Along with many side jobs – too many to mention.
On going – I am still being an CFO (Caring For Others) and being a wife, mother, &
Grandmother – no pay but very rewarding!
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?
Bermuda & driving across country
What is your favorite Bible verse?
Hebrews 6:18 -- It is impossible for God to lie.
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel?
Too many memories to name just one – Just too many good memories to mention but
here a few:
~~ Some of my favorite Sunday School teachers were Velma Solomon, Miriam
Seebold, Bob Miller & Elmer Maurer.
~~ I really enjoyed Youth Fellowship & Confirmation Classes with Dreisbach & Dry
Valley Churches with Reverend Horn, Reverend Grant & Reverend Snyder.
~~ I also enjoyed all the family gatherings, meals, children’s programs, group
singing around the holidays.
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be?
Fresh Fruit
What is your hidden talent?
Wow! Too many to mention again. I just want to learn as many talents as possible that
my mind can hold. Few talents are Baking Bread & Pies, Leather Carving, Fiber Arts,
Sewing, and Games on the iPad.
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The Heart of Christmas
Have you been to the Land of Christmas, Where the firs and hemlocks grow,
Where their tips are lost in the stardust, And their boughs are tinseled with snow?
Have you shared in the dream of Christmas With starry-eyed girls and boys,
Who trust that a jolly Santa Will answer their note – with toys?
Have you dwelt in the glow of Christmas, The candles glimmering far,
A chorus of angel voices, And light from distant star?
Have you felt all the love of Christmas, In friendship with those who care?
Then you’ve peeped in the heart of Christmas --- And the Christ Child Himself is there!

By Alice E. Kennelly

The Meaning of the Snowflake
Every new snowflake comes to the earth as a picture of our Savior’s birth,
because they are sent from up above and remind us of God’s care and love.
Each one is so intricate and small because Christ sees the details of us all,
and just as two are never the same He knows and calls us each by name.
Snowflakes gently cover the world in white and hide what’s unlovely from our sight,
showing us how He covers our sin and gives us His grace when we come to Him.
So may every snowflake bring Christ to mind and in every bit of white may you find
a reason to celebrate anew and a reminder of His love for you.

By Holley Gerth
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855
Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net
Church website: www.newberlinucc.org
Church Phone: 570-966-2880
Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm
Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin
Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope
Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net
Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748
Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger

Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net
Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968

