
Emmanuel United Church of Christ 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

We Welcome You on this  
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Service of the Word – October 17, 2021   
9:30 AM  

                           
The Gathering 

 
Ringing of the Church Tower Bell 
Our Life Together         
The Solemn Declaration       
 
Prelude 
 
Choral Introit       “How Lovely Is Your Dwelling Place”   

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, my God! 
How lovely is your dwelling place, is your dwelling place, O God! 

(Piano will play once, Soloist will sing once, Congregation will sing once) 
 
Call to Worship   

Leader: We may come here for a glimpse of glory, 
All: But Jesus asks us: “Can you drink the cup that I drink?” 
Leader:   The cup of Jesus’ own life: struggle and joy; suffering and hope.    

      Fullness of life!  We may come here to get close to Jesus, 
All:       And Jesus asks us: “Can you be baptized with my baptism?” 
Leader:   Baptized into the reign of God, where the Spirit breaks down barriers 

      among all people and creates new relationships!  We may come here for 
      honor or fame, 

All:    But Jesus challenges us: “To become great you must serve!” 
Leader: Why are we here? 
All: To drink the cup of fullness of life; To immerse ourselves in Jesus’ 

struggle for justice and peace; To learn how to serve so that the 
world may be healed.  

 
*Hymn                    “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart”            #55 (NCH) 
 
*Affirmation of Faith     “A New Creed”   
 Leader: We are not alone. We live in God’s world. 
 All:  We believe in God: who has created and is creating. Who has come 
    in  Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who  
    works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called 
    to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to love and serve  

    others, to seek justice and resist evil. To proclaim Jesus, crucified 
    and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond  
    death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 
*Choral Response                   “Gloria Patri”                                #759 (NCH) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

The Refreshment of Forgiveness 
 

Choral Introit       “Just as I Am”         #207 (NCH) 
 Just as I am, you will receive, will welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
 Because your promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come!  
  
The Unison Prayer for Forgiveness   
 Divine Shepherd, like sheep we go our own ways.  With our heads to the  
 ground and our attention turned elsewhere, we often fail to heed the gentle 
 nudge of your staff and your calls for home.  With so many things to 
 distract us, work, school, and the general busyness of life, we lie 
 unresponsive to your call to service. 

(Silence is kept for personal reflection and prayer) 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

All: Protector Jesus, you came among us in order to shelter us from the 
cold of night and forests of danger.  In your presence, we are in 
green pastures!  In you we are forgiven, and called once again to 
serve, and create with you a world of justice and peace for all.  

 
A Time for all of God’s Children  
 
Special Music                     Pastor Jim and Audrey Bingaman 
    

The Gift of the Word 
 
Choral Introit       “Just as I Am”         #207 (NCH) 
 Just as I am, without one plea but that your blood was shed for me, and 
 that you called inviting me, O Lamb of God I come! 
 
The Holy Scripture Readings 

Old Testament : Proverbs 16:20-32         
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 13:1-10   

Gospel: Mark 10:35-45  
    
Sermon                            “I Need Patience Now”                         Pastor Jan 
 



Hymn                        “Here I Am Lord”                      (Insert) 
 

Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts 
 
Call to Offering 
 Jesus came not to be served but to serve. Let us follow this example and share 
 our gifts so that we may also experience the joys and challenges of serving. 
 
Offertory 
 
*Offertory Response             “Take My Gifts”                      #562 (NCH) 
 Take whatever I can offer, gifts that I have yet to find, Skills that I am slow 
 to sharpen, talents of the hand and mind, things made beautiful for others in 
 the place where I must be: take my gifts and let me love you, God who first 
 of all loved me. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 Parent God, may this offering assist us in continuing Christ’s work in the 
 world to heal the grief, transgressions and illnesses that oppress and harm 
 your creation.  Amen 

The Ministry of Prayer 
 

Pastoral Prayer   
The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) 
 

The Gathered Go Forth to Serve 
 
*Hymn                     “I Would Be True”                   #492 (NCH)     
    
*Benediction   

Leader:  Our lives are filled with struggles and suffering.  None of us are immune. 
 All:  The key to full life in Christ is not to rise about it, but to struggle 
    together and help one another along the way. 
 Leader: Know that God is with us in every moment.  This is service. 
 All:  If we seek to serve and lift one another up, committing to struggle 
    together. 
 Leader: Together we will witness Christ’s glory. 
 All:  Amen 
 
*Three-fold Amen                    #812 (NCH) 
*Postlude 
 
*Indicates that all who are able, please stand. Bold print indicates unison reading. 
 
 Notice Someone Missing? If so give them a call and let them know they are missed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


