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THE GABRIEL
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world.

November 2021
A Message from Pastor Jim
Recently, one of our front desk receptionists received a phone call from
someone needing a dental appointment. The caller explained the dental
concern and our receptionist inquired whether they were a current patient
in the practice. The caller said that they were not and would be a new patient.
Our receptionist kindly explained that at the present time, we were not
accepting new patients. The caller responded…”You worthless b****!”
Now when then incident was relayed to me, I was dumbfounded! Why
would anyone talk to another person in such a manner? What would make
them think in any way that this was acceptable behavior? Yes…I get it…the
pandemic…people are frustrated…people are stressed out…people can’t get
needed appointments…the waits are long…I get it! I feel all those emotions
as well from time to time. But here is the thing…no one has the right to be
mean or demoralizing to someone else. It is inexcusable!
So, I turned to my Bible. The Bible has a lot of advice
about dealing with mean people or being mean spirited:
Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
Ephesians 4:31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:
Colossians 3:12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.
Proverbs 29:11 Fools vent their anger, but the wise quietly hold it back.
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Romans 12:10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring
each other.
Proverbs 15:1 A gentle answer turns away rage, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
Ephesians 5:1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children
Hebrews 12:14-15 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which
no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no
“root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;
Matthew 5:16 In the same way, you should be a light for other people. Live so that
they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.
Oh, my friends, this is just a sampling of what can be found in the Bible
about dealing with grouchy, mean people…or becoming one.
I know…I know…believe me I know…it is not easy. So many times I
would love to “give it back.” But why? It solves nothing. No one feels better
for it…but yet it seems that is the way the world is right now…and it isn’t
getting better.
So what are we to do? Just shrug our shoulders and exclaim, “I can’t
change the world! I’m only one person! Nothing I can do about it!” Are we
just supposed to accept meanness as part of life and move on?
I think being a follower of Christ at least requires an attempt at trying
to make a course correction in the world. It has to begin somewhere, so why
not with you or I?
Most people I find who are angry and lashing out simply want to be
heard. So maybe we could listen to them and respond with a word of
understanding and kindness. Perhaps we could offer some compassion for
the situation even though we may not have an immediate solution for them.
Maybe we could show some empathy. Maybe we could also show some
humility for we all have been on the side of anger a time or two as well.
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In this season of Thanksgiving, I think my favorite verse from above is
the one from Matthew: In the same way, you should be a light for other people.
Live so that they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.
No matter how big or small the effort may be, we all have the Godgiven potential to make a God-sized impact! May it be so! Be Kind!!!
I give thanks for each of you as we press on through the journey,
Pastor Jim
A Message from Pastor Jan
Can you believe it is almost Thanksgiving?
Where has this year gone? If you are like me, you
are thinking there wasn’t much difference between
2020 and 2021. So much illness and devastation.
So, what do we have to be thankful for?
This article that Carol Kuykendall wrote for
the Daily Guidepost really put this into perspective
for me.
“Our Thanksgiving plans with extending family are often shaped by what’s
happened within the year leading up to the holiday. In the past we’ve gathered at
my brother’s house, but he had open-heart surgery recently and is still recovering.
My daughter-in-law lost her stepfather a month ago, so her family is having
Thanksgiving with her newly widowed mom. Our smaller group is gathering at my
daughter’s house today.
I’ve been feeling sad about these circumstances and my own loss of a couple
of friends to cancer this year. So, a few days ago, I tried some closet-cleaning
therapy and came across three large cardboard figures of pilgrims I used to put on
the wall every Thanksgiving when our kids were growing up. After they left home, I
stashed the figures in a hanging garment bag because I couldn’t bear to throw them
away.
It’s been years since I thought about real-life pilgrims at Thanksgiving, but I
feel they had lots to be unthankful for. In November when they arrived at America’s
shores, they had to find shelter and resources for food. By that first winter, they’
lost roughly half the people who began their trip across the Atlantic in the
Mayflower. Yet a year later, they didn’t dwell on their losses. Instead, they gathered
with the Native Americans in the region to thank God for the blessings for their first
harvest of corn and barley. Their prayerful gratitude shaped the thanks giving
purpose of the holiday we celebrate today.
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After my closet cleaning discovery, I tacked those pilgrim figures to our wall.
Now on Thanksgiving morning, as I make mashed potatoes and green bean
casserole, they again remind me of the people who endured many losses but chose
to focus on thanking God for what they had.”
We feel sorry for ourselves and it is easy fall into a dark dark place. Just like
this story we need to find those memories that bring us back to reality. The pilgrims
had such a difficult time when they came to America. So many of their family
members died, they didn’t have much food to eat, they had to build shelter for their
families, and so much more. They had every reason to go into that deep dark place,
but they overcame their problems by a lot of prayer and hard work.
God was always with them every step of the way. They were never alone
even if they must have felt that way. When you look back on this part of our history
you find that they never lost their faith in God. They prayed and worshiped together.
How easy would it have been to have your faith shrink into a mustard seed? To be
angry with God.
We all have times in our lives that are very difficult and we find it hard to be
thankful, but take it from me, there is always something to be thankful for. It doesn’t
have too grand or amazing. Did you wake up this morning, do you have a roof over
your head, and do you have something to eat today? These are all positive blessings
in our lives.
So, get out those cardboard figures of pilgrims and each time you look at them
remember how blessed you are and that God loves you. We each have so much to
be thankful for.
I wish for all of you a very happy and blessed Thanksgiving!
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Jan
Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday in the
United States, and Thanksgiving 2021 occurs on
Thursday, November 25. In 1621, the Plymouth
colonists and Wampanoag Native Americans shared
an autumn harvest feast that is acknowledged today
as one of the first Thanksgiving celebrations in the
colonies. For more than two centuries, days of
thanksgiving were celebrated by individual colonies and states. It wasn’t until
1863,
in
the
midst
of
the Civil
War,
that
President Abraham
Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be held each November.
(https://www.history.com/topics/thanksgiving/history-of-thanksgiving)
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WORSHIP
Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning
In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)
Connect by phone
The number to call: 1 877 309 2073
The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign #
View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day.

November 7

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Risk and Restoration
Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim liturgist
Organist, Donna Sauers

November 14

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Praise the Holy One
Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist
Organist, Audrey Bingaman
Social Hour following worship hosted by Joan Mauer

November 21

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
A Wise Reign
Pastor Jim, preaching and liturgist
Organist, Donna Sauers
Hanging of the Green after Worship

November 28

First Sunday of Advent (Purple)
Sign of Things to Come
Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist
Organist, Audrey Bingaman

Page |6

Our Life Together In Service

Thank you so very much for the wonderful gifts that we received for Pastor
Appreciation Sunday. We are touched beyond words. You are such a caring and
compassionate congregation. It is our honor and privilege to serve as your pastors.
We truly appreciate your support and encouragement. As you are a blessing to us
may God bless each and every one of you! Our hearts are still smiling!!

Pastor Jim & Pastor Jan
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 21

We ask that you bring your non-perishable foods
to church for our Thanksgiving Service on
Sunday, November 21. Canned goods such as
fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, peanut butter and
similar foods are welcome! The food will be
donated to the New Berlin Food Pantry.
Let’s fill the altar with canned goods!

Hanging of the Greens -- Sunday, November 21

Christmas is such a special time of the year –
a time of celebration, family, and the birth of our Lord.
Please join us after the worship service on Sunday,
November 21, to prepare the church for the Advent season.
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Christmas Mission 2021
This year we have two families with a total of four
children. Penny Guzenski was in contact with one of the
mothers. When Penny asked her what her 8-year-old boy needed,
the mother’s response without hesitation was underwear and socks. It
just about broke Penny’s heart. Penny thinks that the mother would
have been satisfied if that was the gift we gave her child. With
continued questions. Penny found out that this 8-year-old child needs
sneakers and also needs boots to play in the snow. It was a similar
scenario with the second family.
Our little church can do better for these kiddos! We need your help!
We will provide dinners for each family along with gift cards for Weis
Markets and Walmart. On November 7, the Christmas Tree will be in Social
Room with the gifts to purchase or monetary donations for these children.
Please have all gifts or monetary donations into the church by December 5. If
you are currently not attending church in person, please consider a monetary donation
marked “Christmas Mission 2021”.
Your past support had been much appreciated and we thank you for your generosity!
We look forward to giving these families a great Christmas and your heart will grow
one size bigger!

Remember our ongoing mission project…the New Berlin
Food Pantry. Please help us continue to support this vital
mission in our local community. The next distributions
will be Thursday, November 18. Suggested food items
from Emmanuel for the month of June are canned fruits,
spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut butter. We do thank
all those who make donations and offer their time to
make this mission and service possible for those who are
in need.

Pandemic Guidelines: Emmanuel United Church of Christ is starting to get back to some normalcy
for Sunday Services. The church is following the new guidelines from the Department of
Health for Pennsylvania. The guidelines the church had in effect are now cancelled except
for the following:






Entrance can be made through either the Breezeway doors or the Vine Street door.
Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.
Offering Plate will remain at the back of the Sanctuary.
Holy Communion will continue with the Cup/Wafer combination for now.
Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to website later in the
day.

Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if you have
any questions or concerns.
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Our Deepest Sympathy to the family of Marian F. Mull who
entered eternal peace on September 27, 2021

Our Life Together In Prayer
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold
Nottingham: George Mull
Family and Friends of those who have died:
Marian Mull, Joe Coyler, Jim Zimmerman, Mahlon Boop, Jay Smith,
Helen Matters, Dorothy Sauers, Wayne Troxell, Kenneth Sampsell,
John Klingler, John Bowersox, Reverands Mardean and Carol Moyer,
Charles “Charlie” Dreese
Church Members with Concerns:
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Jeanne Leitzel, Keith McCool,
Jessica Neidig and Kenton Zook, Marvin Maurer, Abby Leitzel,
Jim Forster, Betty Vonada, Joyce Krazter, Shirley Renninger, Nick Gemberling,
Friends and Family with Concerns:
Frances Stover, Dani Leitel, Melanie Spade, Joanne Boyer, Myron Anderson, Kathy
Brady, Bill Berry, Freda Walter, Ann Beckley, Christine Hassinger, Rose Swope,
Rick Rathburn, Ray Gessner, Mary Hummel, Brent Bastian, Elsie Mutchler,
Tom and Andrienne Raymer
Around the World and Close to Home:
Pray for Peace in our World
All those serving in the Armed Forces
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines
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Our November Birthdays and Anniversaries
November 4 -- Chris Beckley
November 6 – Zachary Leitzel
November 10 – William Hockenberry
November 14 – Doris Maurer
November 14 – Roxanne Seitzer Waite

November 20 – Chris Ray
November 23 – Patricia Seebold
November 23 – Nate Stamm
November 26 – Brian Smith

November 18 – Elmer & Joan Maurer

Fellowship Room Chairs: New Chairs for the Fellowship Room have
arrived! The Consistory has decided to offer the old Vinyl Chairs to you,
the Congregation, and other interested parties free of charge or if you
would like to donate. Please contact Deb Benfer to let her know your
interest and the quantity of chairs. This will hold the chairs as we still need
the chairs.

Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next
steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ.
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be November 8, 2021 at 7:30 p.m.
2021 Emmanuel UCC Church Council
Linda Walter – President
Keith McCool – Vice President
Debra Benfer – Secretary
Debra Benfer, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman,
David Farmer, Penny Guzenski, Martha Hockenberry, Joan Maurer,
Keith McCool, Linda Walter
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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
NEW BERLIN, PA
CONSISTORY MEETING – OCTOBER 11, 2021
Attendance: Linda Walter, Audrey Bingaman, Martha Hockenberry, David Farmer,
Vicki Benfer, Joan Maurer, Deb Benfer, Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger.
Meeting was called to order by President Linda Walter at 7:30pm with devotions by
Pastor Jan Garinger.
Secretary’s Report: Motion to accept the minutes of September 13, 2021, was made by
Martha, seconded by Vicki. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept the treasurer’s report for September 2021 subject
to audit was made by David, seconded by Martha. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
Pastor/Parish – Working on a special project for upcoming months.
Worship – Busy planning Laity Sunday, All Saints Sunday, Advent.
Trustees – Jay Egli reported that the boiler and furnace have been inspected on
9/23/21 by CIS Insurance Company and are okay.
Budget Committee: Will consist of Martha Hockenberry, Jim Benfer, Sally
Farmer, and Jay Egli.
Old Business:
Pastor Plaque – Done and is hanging on the wall in the sanctuary. Many thanks to Joan
for all her hard work.
2. AED is ordered and will have Mary Beckley check on using Memorial monies to cover
this.
3. Old social room chairs – 14 were taken by members. Still have some in the basement to
get rid of. Suggested that we sit them out for free. Deb Benfer will take care of this.
4. Christmas trees (2) have been purchased for the altar.
1.

New Business:
1.

Christmas tree for back of sanctuary – Motion was made by Audrey, seconded by
Martha to have Vicki Benfer purchase a 9 ft pre-lit tree. Motion carried.
2. Withdrawal restrictions of kitchen/social room use – Motion was made by David,
seconded by Vicki to lift covid restrictions regarding use of the kitchen and social room
for reservations/personal use. It is now available for individuals to use.

Pastor’s Time:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Preparing for upcoming holidays
Budget will be ready
December 12, 2021, congregational meeting
Need to find replacements for outgoing members

Adjourned at 8:20pm with the Lord’s Prayer.

Secretary, Debra Benfer
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Getting to Know You
Our monthly series continues as we feature Consistory VicePresident Keith McCool.
Name: Robert Keith McCool
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?)
Retired Dairy Farmer, Crop Farmer
Feed Consultant for Aguking Nutrition
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?
When we went to Disney World in Florida with all of our family.
What is your favorite Bible verse?
Psalm 23
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel?
Visiting before and after church with other members
Fellowship Sundays
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be?
Candy – any kind!
What is your hidden talent?
No hidden talent – What you see is what you get!

Thanksgiving Blessings
Lord, as we bow our heads to pray,
We celebrate Thanksgiving Day.
Help us have the right attitude,
As we turn to you in gratitude.
Thank you for our festive mood;
Thank you, Lord for this good food.
Thanks for blessings great and small;
Thank you, thank you for it all.

By Joanna Fuchs
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855
Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net
Church website: www.newberlinucc.org
Church Phone: 570-966-2880
Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm
Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin
Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope
Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net
Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748
Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger

Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net
Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968

