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THE GABRIEL 
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2021 
A Message from Pastor Jim 
Just before daybreak, I love to open my sliding glass door, sit on the sofa, 
close my eyes, and listen to the birds wake up. It begins with just one or 
two… singing a few notes and then before long it seems like a chorus breaks 
out! Different pitches…different rhythms…different timing…perhaps it is a 
language or conversation unknown to me. 
 
 I find this time so soothing…a bit comical…and awe-inspiring. God created 
such a beautiful world filled with beautiful things. As I mentioned in one of 
my previous sermons…the Apostle Paul encourages the people in 
Ephesus…along with us today… to make the most of time. This morning 
ritual is one of my attempts to do just that. 
 
I recently heard a story about St. Francis of Assisi who once was so inspired 
by a flock of birds he encountered that he preached a sermon to them! I 
haven’t gone quite that far yet…but I enjoyed his message to them. Let me 
share the story with you. 

A Flock of Birds Gathers 

As Francis and some companions were traveling through the Spoleto Valley in Italy, 
Francis noticed that a huge flock of birds had gathered in some trees beside a field. Francis 
noticed that the birds were watching him as if they were expecting something. Inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, he decided to preach a sermon about God's love for them. 

Francis Speaks to the Birds About God's Love 

Francis walked over to a spot beside the trees and began an impromptu sermon, reported 
the monks who were traveling with Francis and wrote down what Francis said. Their 
report was later published in the ancient book The Little Flowers of St. Francis. 
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"My sweet little sisters, birds of the sky," Francis said, "you are 
bound to heaven, to God, your Creator. In every beat of your wings 
and every note of your songs, praise him. He has given you the 
greatest of gifts, the freedom of the air. You neither sow, nor reap, 
yet God provides for you the most delicious food, rivers, and lakes 
to quench your thirst, mountains, and valleys for your home, tall 
trees to build your nests, and the most beautiful clothing: a change 
of feathers with every season. You and your kind were preserved 
in Noah's Ark. Clearly, our Creator loves you dearly, since he gives 
you gifts so abundantly. So please beware, my little sisters, of the 
sin of ingratitude, and always sing praise to God." 

The monks who recorded Francis' sermon to the birds wrote that 
the birds listened intently to everything Francis had to say: 

"While Francis said these words, all those birds began to open their beaks, and stretch out 
their necks, and spread their wings, and bend their heads reverently toward the earth, 
and with acts and songs, they showed that the holy father [Francis] gave them great 
pleasure." 

Francis Blesses the Birds 

Francis "rejoiced" at the birds' response, the monks wrote, and "wondered much at such 
a multitude of birds and at their beauty and at their attention and tameness, and he 
devoutly thanked God for them." 

The birds remained attentively gathered around Francis, the story goes, until he blessed 
them and they flew away—some heading north, some south, some east, and some west—
going out in all directions as if on their way to pass along the good news of God's love 
that they had just heard to other creatures. (Hopler, Whitney. "Saint Francis of Assisi and 
His Sermon to Birds." Learn Religions, Aug. 27, 2020, learnreligions.com/saint-francis-
assisi-sermon-to-birds-124321.) 

I could not help but think after reading this short article that those birds 
provide an amazing example for us to follow. If we make the most of our 
time, we can see…hear…taste…feel…so many awe-inspiring creations from 
God…all expressions of God’s love…for us… 

What if we passed along this good news?  

Would it change us? Would it change our church?  

Would it change New Berlin?  
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Would it…could it…change our world? 

May it be so. 
 
Pressing on, 
Pastor Jim 
 
A Message from Pastor Jan 
 

 As I sit here writing this newsletter article, I find 
it hard to believe that this is for the September 
newsletter.  Why does it seem like summer goes so 
quickly and winter drags on forever? 
 
 Sometimes this way of thinking doesn’t allow for 
what is in between summer and winter.  Fall is one 
of the most beautiful times of the year.  Yup, it’s time 
for football (We are Penn State), crisp cool evenings 
for campfires, pumpkins, and fresh apple cider.   
  

 The other thing that I think about when I think about fall is the beautiful 
leaves.  God provides us with a kaleidoscope of colors.  Have you truly taken 
time to appreciate the variety of colors and how they blend so beautifully 
together?  Such stunning reds, golds, oranges, and yellows.  The Savior is a the 
most amazing artist!   
  
 Have you ever driven down a tree lined street and surrounded yourself 
with the magnificent colors of fall?  It can truly give you such a warm and 
wonderful feeling.  You feel like God is wrapping you in a colorful blanket of love. 
  
  Do you remember your science class when you learned why this is 
happening?  Just a reminder, as the temperatures gets colder and we have less 
sunlight the plants stop producing chlorophyll.  This allows the colors of other 
pigments to show though.  OK, enough of the science lesson. 
  
 We know what is next for the leaves, they die and fall off of the trees.  To 
me it can be sad when this happens.  The trees seem to lose their beauty.  They 
are so bare.  Just a large brown stick, but God has other ideas for them.  God 
wants them to rest during the winter months.  After their winter’s rest they will 
start to sprout new growth and begin to fill with brilliant green leaves again.  The 
first signs of spring.  A new beginning.   
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 I feel that God wants the same for us.  We need to stop and rest, take the 
time to recuperate from the tensions and stress of daily life.  When we have 
rested, we will be just like the trees in spring.  We will stretch our arms to God 
in thanksgiving just like the branches on the trees.  We will sprout in new growth 
to be able to continue God’s work here on earth. 
  
 God’s beauty surrounds us.  So, when the trees begin to show you their 
glorious colors, take a drive down that tree lined road.  Thank God for such an 
amazing masterpiece and feel the Saviors blanket of love surround you. 

 
Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Jan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Don't Just 
 

Don't just learn, experience. 
Don't just read, absorb. 

Don't just change, transform. 
Don't just relate, advocate. 
Don't just promise, prove. 

Don't just criticize, encourage. 
Don't just think, ponder. 

Don't just take, give. 
Don't just see, feel. 

Don’t just dream, do. 
Don't just hear, listen. 

Don't just talk, act. 
Don't just tell, show. 
Don't just exist, live.” 

― Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart 
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WORSHIP 
 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning 
            In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)  

Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
September 5  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Be Opened 
   Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 
     
September 12  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Who Are You, Jesus? 
   Harvest Home 
   Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 
    
September 19            Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   First in Caring 
   Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist 
   Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
   Social Hour following worship hosted by Martha Hockenberry 
       
September 26  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Courage for Community   
                                    Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist 
                                    Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
 Community & Insight following worship 
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Our Life Together In Service 
 

Harvest Home Sunday 

September 12 

 
We ask that you bring your non-
perishable foods to church for our 
Harvest Home Service.  Canned goods 
such as fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, 
peanut butter and similar foods are 
welcome!  The food will be donated to the 
New Berlin Food Pantry.  
 
Let’s fill the altar with canned goods so 
Pastor Jim and Pastor Jan will each have 
a teeny tiny spot to stand in! 

Remember our ongoing mission project…the New Berlin 
Food Pantry. Please help us continue to support this vital 
mission in our local community. The next distributions will 
be Thursday, September 16.  Suggested food items from 
Emmanuel for the month of June are canned fruits, 
spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut butter.   We do thank all 
those who make donations and offer their time to make 
this mission and service possible for those who are in need. 
 
Community and Insights: Sunday, September 26 
As a part of Pastor Jan’s training, our church is to form a committee to provide her feedback on 
leading worship, sermon content, programming ideas etc. Pastor Jim and Pastor Jan talked about 
several ideas to meet this goal for her training. We decided rather than forming a committee, we 
would involve any members of our congregation who would like to provide feedback. On the last 
Sunday of each month, we will be having a time of discussion immediately after worship which 
we are calling Community and Insight. Community because it involves our whole church 
community and Insight because we are both looking to learn from you!   
In addition to enjoying each other’s friendship and a cup of coffee, Jan and I will be asking you 
about the services for that month.  We would like to know how you felt about your worship 
experience. What moved you? What excited you? What perplexed you? How did you interpret 
the sermons?  Did you learn anything new, and how will it help you in your everyday life?  
And…any other feedback you would like to offer. 
We look forward to this time together! You do not need to sign up. You do not need to attend 
every month. This is an open invitation to talk honestly and candidly with your pastors about 
what is on your mind concerning the theology we are presenting to you.  
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Our Life Together In Prayer 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold 
Nottingham: George and Marion Mull 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died: 
Georgie Linke, Donald Leitzel, Richard Klinger, Vicki Smith, 
Linda Kratzer 
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Connor Neidig, Dale “Pap” Smith, 
Jessica Neidig and Kenton Zook, Mary Kratzer, Nancy Seltzer, Bill Hauck, Jim Benfer, 
Marvin Maurer 
 
Friends and Family with Concerns: 
Dani Leitzel, Oliver Aumand, Melanie Spade, Herlin Haberman, Marlin McKee, 
Joanne Boyer, Elaine Reitz, Amy Zeider, Myron Anderson, Frances Stover, Tina Smith,  
Kathy Brady, Helen Hannah, Donald Moyer, Mandy Frederick, Mahlon Boop 
 
Around the World and Close to Home: 
Pray for Peace in our World 
All those serving in the Armed Forces 
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines 
 

Our September Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

September 4 – Heather Yost Mulkusky September 19 – Kathryn Vilgilio 
September 6 – Scott Benfer  September 20 – Jay Egli 
September 6 – Marian Mull  September 20 – Abby Leitzel 
September 8 – Randall Kratzer  September 20 – Josh Leitzel 
September 11 – Charlie Dreese  September 20 – Fallon Snook 
September 13 – Jeanne Leitzel  September 21 – William Stamm Jr 
September 14 – Ira Keister  September 24 – Connor Neidig 

 September 15 – Jodi Cope  September 29 – Morgan Beckley 
 September 16 – James Cope  September 30 – Mary Kratzer 
 September 16 – Nancy Seltzer 
 

 
September 6 – George & Marian Mull 
September 19 – Chris & Kathryn Virgilio 
September 26 – Eric & Sally Mabus 
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next 

steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be September 13, 2021. 

 
2021 Emmanuel UCC Church Council 

 Linda Walter – President 
 Keith McCool – Vice President 

 Debra Benfer – Secretary 
Debra Benfer, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman,  

David Farmer, Penny Guzenski, Martha Hockenberry, Joan Maurer, 
Keith McCool, Linda Walter 

 
EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

NEW BERLIN, PA 
JUNE 20, 2021 

 
Attendance:  Joan Maurer, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Linda Walter, David Farmer, Deb 
Benfer, Martha Hockenberry, Pastor James Cope, and Pastor Jan Garinger. 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Linda Walter following the church service. 
 
Old Business: 
Donnie Sauers presented information on a thermostat needed to control the 3 heating/ac units in 
the social room.  This would make it easier to operate them. More information to follow. 
 
New Business: 
Motion was made by Audrey, seconded by Vicki to post a sign in the parking lot stating that it is 
reserved for church patrons on Sunday mornings.  Motion carried.  
 
Meeting was adjourned.    
       Secretary, 
 
       Debra Benfer 

 
 
Rummage Sale Donations on Hold --- Due to the current Pandemic, a policy of 
health cautions prevents our regular activities of yard/rummage sales, indoor bazaars, 
etc.  We ask that you hold all future donations at your home until we can resume these 
activities in the future.  All of our storage spaces at the church are full and the 
committee appreciates all of your contributions.  
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Getting to Know You 
Our monthly series continues as we feature Church Member 
Theresa McCool. 
 
 
Name:  Theresa McCool 
 
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?) 
Babysitter and substitute cafetria worker; Retired Dairy Farmer 
 
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?   
Ocean City, Maryland 
 
What is your favorite Bible verse? 
Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you” says the Lord.  “They are plans for good 
& not for disaster, to give you a future & a hope.” 
 
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel? 
Lots of memories – getting to know all the ladies when we went out to supper for 
Ladies’ Nite Out.  Sure hope we can start that activity up again soon! 
 
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be? 
Chocolate 
 
What is your hidden talent? 
No hidden talents.  What you see is what you get! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emmanuel United Church of Christ is starting to get back to some normalcy for Sunday 
Services.  The church is following the new guidelines from the Department of Health 
for Pennsylvania.  The guidelines the church had in effect are now cancelled except 
for the following: 

 Entrance can be made through either the Breezeway doors or the Vine Street door.   
 Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.   
 Offering Plate will remain at the back of the Sanctuary.   
 Holy Communion will continue with the Cup/Wafer combination for now.   
 Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to website 

later in the day. 
Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if you 
have any questions or concerns. 
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 Emmanuel United Church of Christ  
 
 Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855 
 Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
 Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
 Church Phone: 570-966-2880 
 Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 

 Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
  
 Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
 Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
 Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748 
  
 Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger 
 Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net 
 Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968 
 


