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THE GABRIEL 
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July & August 2021 
A Message from Pastor Jim 

Embrace the Season You’re In 
 Now that we are getting into the simmering days of Summer, I often hear people 
complaining about the heat. They can’t wait for it to cool off. No sooner does it cool off 
and we enter the chilling days of winter do I hear people complaining about the cold. 
They can’t wait for it to warm up. Then…there are those who can’t wait for the holidays 
to be over or football season to end…there is too much pollen in the Spring and heaven 
forbid it gets too warm too fast and then cools off and…oh my there is too much 
rain…and then if we don’t get enough rain what will we do? What IS the perfect 
weather? What IS the perfect season anyway? 

 
It is a never-ending cycle, and I would venture a guess that at one time or 

another we have all complained about the weather or the season when it doesn’t seem 
to fit into or accommodate our planned schedule….ruining our perfect day! How about 
a new idea…what if we simply embraced the season we are in… instead of finding a 
reason to complain about it? What if we gave thanks to God for the rain or the sun or 
the snow? Whenever it arrives? What if we simply enjoyed each day and lived it to the 
fullest? What if we stopped wishing for the perfect season…our perfect season? 

 
This is not just about the weather or the changing seasons…there is more to my 

thought process on the subject. What if we think for a moment about the seasons of our 
life? Good seasons…bad seasons…difficult seasons…easy seasons. How often do we 
wish our life away…hoping to get to the next, better…more perfect season of our life? 
What if we simply learned to embrace the season of life we are in at any particular 
moment instead of wishing it away for something different or perfect in our minds? 

 
We need to stop wishing our lives away…hoping for the next, better thing to 

come along. We need to embrace where we are…and savor every moment. So as we 
move from season to season in nature and season to season in our lives I encourage you, 
as author Shauna Niequist, writes to… 
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Sink deeply into the world as it stands. Breathe in 
the smell of rain and the scuff of leaves as they scrape across 
driveways on windy nights. This is where life is, not in some 
imaginary dreamland. Here. Now. You, just as you are. Me, 
just as I am. This world, just as it is. This is the good stuff. 
Perfect has nothing on being completely present. 

 
Embrace the season you are in even if it isn’t as 

perfect as you would like it to be…you might be 
surprised at just how good it can be. 
 
Pressing on, 
Pastor Jim 
 
A Message from Pastor Jan 

 
Call me back ASAP.  Respond to this email ASAP.  Boss “Get this done ASAP”.   I 

think we have all heard this at one time or another.  “As Soon As Possible”. 
 
I don’t know about you but this can get under my skin at times.  Why does 

everything have to done right now.  You know what phrase I think of when I hear this, 
“Lack of planning on your part does not constitute an emergency on mine”. 

 
Well, I learned another meaning for this acronym;   
 
Always  
Say  
A 
Prayer 
 
As part of my educational process, I had to learn how to continually improve and 

enhance my prayer life.  Every day I drive about 20 miles to work and 20 miles home 
from work.  I have found that time a wonderful time to pray.  To thank God for my 
blessings and guidance.  Also, to ask God to forgive me of my sins, to pray for my friends, 
family, my ministry, and for all of you.  I tell our Savior how beautiful the sunrise is that 
day.  Have you ever thought about what an amazing artist God is?  This truly is a peaceful 
and uninterrupted time to talk to God. 

 
Isn’t it easy to forget to pray when everything is going fine?  We forget to say 

“Thank you” for all of our daily blessings. I feel that we can take it for granted.  The 
moment things go wrong we can get angry at God for allowing things to happen and for 
forgetting about us. Then we begin to pray earnestly and beg God to make these bad 
things go away and to remove them for our life.  
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Let’s take a moment and take a look at what the Bible has to say about prayer… 

- Philippians 4:6  - 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything; tell God your needs, and don’t forget to thank him for his answers. 
 

- 1 Thessalonians 5:17 - Pray without ceasing. 
 
- Colossians 4:2 - 2 Don’t be weary in prayer; keep at it; watch for God’s 

answers, and remember to be thankful when they come. 
 

I know that we can all be confused as to how to pray.  I look at prayer as a 
conversation with God.  It’s talking about life with the One who knows everything about 
us. And even though God knows everything about us, our Savior wants us to talk with 
Him.  

 
God loves us and wants to listen to our fears, 

uncertainties, worries, discontentment, hurts, and pains. God 
ask us to confess our sins and ask for forgiveness. He patiently 
waits for us to ask Him to provide for us. If we listen carefully, 
we will see that God is guiding us in every step of our life. 

 
Remember that if you don’t know what else to say when 

you pray all you need to say is “Thank You”.  So, when 
someone says “ASAP” to you, let it remind to you to “Always 
Say A Prayer”. 

Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Jan 
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WORSHIP 
 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning 
            In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)  

Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
July 4              Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Sent with Power 
   Pastor Jim, preaching and liturgist 
   Independence Day 
   Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
     
July 11  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   God-inspired Joy 
   Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 

Social Hour following worship hosted by 
Debbie Benfer 

    
July 18                        Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Wherever You Are 
   Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 
                                     
July 25  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   God’s Abundant Presence   
                                    Pastor Jan, preaching; PastorJim, liturgist 
                                    Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
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WORSHIP 
 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning 
            In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)  

Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
August 1  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Bread of Life 
   Pastor Jim, preaching; Pastor Jan, liturgist 
   Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
     
August 8  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Shaping Community 
   Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 

 Social Hour following worship hosted by  
Vicki Benfer 
    

August 15                  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   Wisdom Quest 
   Pastor Jim, preaching and liturgist 
   Organist, Donna Sauers 
       
August 22  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
   At Home with God   
                                    Pastor Jan, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist 
                                    Organist, Audrey Bingaman 
 
August 29                  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
                                    Be Love 
                                    Pastor Jim, preaching and liturgist 
                                    Organist, Donna Sauers 
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Our Life Together In Service 
Emmanuel United Church of Christ is starting to get back to some normalcy for Sunday 
Services.  The church is following the new guidelines from the Department of 
Health for Pennsylvania.  The guidelines the church had in effect are now cancelled 
except for the following: 

 Entrance can be made through either the Breezeway doors or the Vine Street door.   
 Hand sanitizers will still be around the church for your use.   
 Offering Plate will remain at the back of the Sanctuary.   
 Holy Communion will continue with the Cup/Wafer combination for now.   
 Sunday Services will continue to be via phone and video will be posted to website 

later in the day. 
Please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor Jan or any of the Church Consistory members if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Upcoming Community and Insights -- 
Sunday, June 27; Sunday, July 25; Sunday, August 29 
As a part of Pastor Jan’s training, our church is to form a committee to provide her feedback on 
leading worship, sermon content, programming ideas etc. Pastor Jim and Pastor Jan talked about 
several ideas to meet this goal for her training. We decided rather than forming a committee, we 
would involve any members of our congregation who would like to provide feedback. On the last 
Sunday of each month, we will be having a time of discussion immediately after worship which 
we are calling Community and Insight. Community because it involves our whole church 
community and Insight because we are both looking to learn from you!    
In addition to enjoying each other’s friendship and a cup of coffee, Jan and I will be asking you 
about the services for that month.  We would like to know how you felt about your worship 
experience. What moved you? What excited you? What perplexed you? How did you interpret 
the sermons?  Did you learn anything new, and how will it help you in your everyday life?  
And…any other feedback you would like to offer. 
We look forward to this time together! You do not need to sign up. You do not need to attend 
every month. This is an open invitation to talk honestly and candidly with your pastors about 
what is on your mind concerning the theology we are presenting to you.  
 
Remember our ongoing mission project…the New 
Berlin Food Pantry. Please help us continue to support 
this vital mission in our local community. The next 
distributions will be Thursday, July 15, and Thursday, 
August 19.  Suggested food items from Emmanuel for 
the month of June are canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, 
soup, and peanut butter.   We do thank all those who 
make donations and offer their time to make this mission 
and service possible for those who are in need. 
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Our Life Together In Prayer 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
Riverwoods: Georgia Linke 
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died: 
Delores Henson, Nicholas Ney 
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Marian Mull, Scott Leitzel,  
Jeanne Leitzel, Connor Neidig. Dale “Pap” Smith, 
Jessica Neidig and Kenton Zook, Mary Kratzer, Frederick 
George Virgilio, Nancy Seltzer, Bill Hauck 
 
Friends and Family with Concerns: 
Dani Leitzel, Barry Long, Harry Kratzer, Zachary Cherrup, Diane Rearden,  
Oliver Aumand, Dave and Helen Hannah, Donald Moyer, Sybil Spotts, Carol Willow,  
Melanie Spade, Maria Graybill, Herlin Haberman 
 
Around the World and Close to Home: 
Pray for Peace in our World 
All those serving in the Armed Forces 
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center 
 

 
Our July Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

July 1 – Wendy Eister  July 11 – Kaitlyn Beckley 
July 1 – Nate Dauberman  July 16 – Timothy Spangler 
July 5 – Tammy Kline  July 17 – Maggie Smith 
July 5 – Velma Solomon  July 23 – Frances Stover 
July 7 – Brandon Stamm  July 28 – James Benfer 
July 8 – Allison Kuhar  July 29 – Barbara Heim 
 

 
 
 
July 17 – Jeffrey & Buffie Maurer 
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Our August Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

August 1 – Thomas Leitzel  August 17 – Audrey Seltzer 
August 2 – C. Richard Heim  August 19 – Dale Hoot  
August 5 – Cinda Buoy  August 23 – Jamie Ray 
August 9 – Cathy Keister  August 26 – Robert Renniger 
August 9 – Nicholas Stamm  August 26 – Betty Vonada 
August 11 – Cole Kuhar  August 27 – Ryan Smith 
August 15 – Kim Smith  August 28 – Lester Wayne Timosan 

 
 
 
August 7 – Brian & Kim Smith 
August 13 – Scott & Jeanne Leitzel 
August 22 – Dan & Penny Guzenski 

 
 

Rummage Sale Donations on Hold --- Due to the current Pandemic, a policy of 
health cautions prevents our regular activities of yard/rummage sales, indoor bazaars, 
etc.  We ask that you hold all future donations at your home until we can resume these 
activities in the future.  All of our storage spaces at the church are full and the 
committee appreciates all of your contributions.  
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Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next 
steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ.  
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be in September.  Enjoy the summer! 

 
2021 Emmanuel UCC Church Council 

 Linda Walter – President 
 Keith McCool – Vice President 

 Debra Benfer – Secretary 
Debra Benfer, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman,  

David Farmer, Penny Guzenski, Martha Hockenberry, Joan Maurer, 
Keith McCool, Linda Walter 

 
EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

NEW BERLIN, PA 
CONSISTORY MEETING – JUNE 6, 2021 

Attendance:  Linda Walter, Audrey Bingaman, Keith McCool, Martha Hockenberry, 
David Farmer, Vicki Benfer, Joan Maurer, Deb Benfer, Pastor James Cope, and Pastor 
Jan Garinger. 
Meeting was called to order by President Linda Walter following our morning church 
service. 
Trustee reports: 

1. Donnie Sauers brought to our attention that the heating/cooling units in the social 
room are not working properly as three separate units and it has been suggested to 
install a thermostat that will work all three as one.  He is going to check out the cost 
to do this and get back to consistory with a price. 

2. Motion was made by Audrey, seconded by Keith to pay for the air conditioning unit 
placed in Pastor Jan’s office.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: 
Pastor Plaque – Consistory members looked at the final plate sample we will be 

using prior to ordering. 
New Business: 
 New health guidelines – Motion was made by Audrey, seconded by Vicki to 
follow NEW health guidelines from the Department of Health for Pennsylvania and 
eliminate previous orders with the exception of keeping the offering plate in the back of 
the sanctuary and to do communion with the cup and wafer as we are currently doing.  
Motion carried.  A one call will be made to members. 
  Secretary, Debra Benfer 
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Getting to Know You 
Our monthly series continues as we feature Church 
Consistory President Linda Walter. 
 
 
Name: Linda A. Seebold Walter 
 
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?) 
I retired after 40 years as the Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent and Board 
Supervisor to School Board at Mifflinburg Area School District. 
 
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?   
Alaska, Hawaii, the Baltic Sea (Russia, Denmark, etc.) 
 
What is your favorite Bible verse? 
I have many.  However I’ve always based my heartaches on verses from hymns.  For 
example, Have thy own way Lord, One Day at a Time and many more. 
 
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel? 
I was raised Evangelical United Brethren and I found many of my teachings were here 
at Emmanuel. 
 
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be? 
Seafood 
 
What is your hidden talent? 
My ability to speak in public. 
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Drinking From My Saucer Inspiring poem by John Paul Moore 

 
I’ve never made a fortune, 
And I’ll never make one now. 
But it really doesn’t matter, 
‘Cause I’m happy anyhow. 
 
As I go along my journey, 
I’m reaping better than I’ve sowed. 
I’m drinking from the saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
I don’t have a lot of riches, 
And sometimes the going’s tough, 
But with kin and friends to love me, 
I think I’m rich enough. 
 
I thank God for the blessings 
That His mercy has bestowed. 
I’m drinking from the saucer, 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
He gives me strength and courage 
When the way grows steep and rough. 
I’ll not ask for other blessings for  
I’m already blessed enough. 
 
May we never be too busy  
To help bear another’s load. 
Then we’ll all be drinking from the saucer 
When our cups have overflowed. 

 
This was put in my mailbox at the church from a church member. 
If you have a favorite poem or verse that you would like to share,  
please feel free to leave it in my mailbox or give to me at church. 
Thank you,  
Vicki Benfer, Newsletter Editor 
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 Emmanuel United Church of Christ  
 
 Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855 
 Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
 Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
 Church Phone: 570-966-2880 
 Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 

 Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
  
 Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
 Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
 Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748 
  
 Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger 
 Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net 
 Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968 
 


