Page |1

THE GABRIEL
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world.

April 2021
A Message from the Pastor

How has this year been for you?
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the
epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of
darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”
Charles Dickens had a way of beginning novels…so…how has this year
been for you?
As I looked back over the calendar, it was a about a year ago that we
celebrated Easter and it looked quite different than ever before…it felt
different than ever before…it sounded different than ever before. This past
year…this pandemic year…has made life different than ever before in so
many ways. This year…for me…has been filled with high points and low
points…times when things seemed to be headed in the right direction and I
felt on top of the world…and times when life seemed a disaster and I could
fall into a puddle of tears. No doubt most of you…if not all of you…can
relate. I recall my days in dental school when I would feel much the same
way. One evening when talking with my Dad, I was describing how I
thought I would never make it through…I had made the wrong decision…
I needed to back out before it was too late. I was in a state of despair and
hopelessness. His response was simple but it still lingers in my mind,
“Let’s see what things look like in the morning.”
I now know, but I didn’t know at the time that he was referencing a phrase
from the Bible. It comes from Psalm 30 to be exact, “Weeping may linger
for the night, but joy comes with the morning.”
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As I think about this last year and the season of Easter we are now in…I am
drawn to this verse. Pastor Shawnthea Monroe reflects upon this verse very
eloquently. I doubt anyone said that to the disciples on the day after Jesus was
dead and buried, but in the light of Easter morning, everything looked different.
Defeat became victory, loss became gain, and death became life. And this change
was not brought about by the actions of the disciples. Instead, somewhere in the
night, God turned a tragic tale into Good News. All the disciples had to do was get
through the night.
Right now, you and I, along with millions throughout the world, have gone
and are going through difficult times…tragic times. There are concerns
about money, health and relationships. The whole world seems at
odds…filled with anger, sorrow, and tragedy…to the point of utter and
complete despair. For many…the night seems unbearably long and
completely dark.
This, my friends, is when the Good News of Jesus Christ…the good news
of Easter means the most!
God’s Easter promise is that the night will end and the light will come in ways
beyond our imagination…in ways we cannot control…in ways we cannot predict.
All we need to do is hang on and wait for the SON to come.
May the peace and presence of the Holy be with you through the highs and
the lows and may the light of Jesus dawn in your hearts always.
Pastor Jim
A Message from Jan
This month we celebrate one of the most holy events in the church
year…Easter. Easter, a time for renewal and hope. A time to renew our
faith, as well as, spend time with our family.
Have you ever watched a toddler at an Easter egg hunt? They walk
around all of the colorful plastic eggs, pick one up, examine it carefully and
put it back where they found it on the ground.
This fascination has always caused me to smile. They don’t
understand that there might be a delicious goody in side, or that they
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might have a coupon that could win them an amazing prize. All they care
about is examining the eggs and its beautiful color.
When children get older, they are very excited about what is inside of
those plastic eggs. They don’t care about the color anymore; all they care
about is the prize. They want to outdo their friends and win more of the
big prizes and get the best candy.
When I was a child my cousins and I would compare Easter baskets,
and the one with the biggest chocolate bunny was the winner. It didn’t
matter if it was hollow inside or if it was solid chocolate. All that mattered
was how tall the bunny was.
God looks at each of us as the toddlers do. The Almighty doesn’t
care about what color we are on the outside. In God’s eyes we are all the
same. We are loved and cared about equally.
Our Savior also looks inside us just like the children look inside their
plastic eggs. You are probably thinking “Jan what are you talking about?”
God knows what is on the inside of our heart and souls. What is on the
inside of our plastic egg? I hope that The Almighty will find love and
compassion.
Think about it this way, God knows us inside and out. So, don’t care
how big that chocolate bunny is, but care about what is on the inside. Be
sure that you are solid inside. Solid with your relationship with God.
May all of you have a beautiful Easter filled renewed faith, love, and
compassion.
Peace and Blessings

Jan
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WORSHIP
Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning
In-person (please see In-person Guidelines)
Connect by phone
The number to call: 1 877 309 2073
The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign #
View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day.

April 4

Easter Holy Communion
Now What?
Pastor Jim, preaching; Jan Garinger, liturgist

April 11

Second Sunday of Easter
Marks of Faith
Jan Garinger, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist

April 18

Third Sunday of Easter
Christ Among Us
Pastor Jim, preaching; Jan Garinger, liturgist

April 25

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Enfolded by Love
Jan Garinger, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist

\
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Guidelines to Open Worship at Emmanuel UCC
during the time of COVID-19
As of March 28, 2021, Emmanuel UCC in New Berlin welcomes in-person
attendance at 9:30 am Sunday worship services, for those who feel comfortable
doing so. The following rules will be used until new rules are adopted.




















Everyone is welcome at the live service. Nobody will be refused entrance to the
church. Services will continue to be broadcast on the phone and video will be posted
on the church website. The video will focus on the service and will try not to include
members of the congregation.
Out of concern for the health and safety of those in attendance, the guidelines below
are strongly encouraged.
Entering and leaving Only the breezeway doors will be used at the present time. Each
Sunday,a designated person will be stationed at the breezeway doors, to open the
doors so that worshipers do not have to touch the doors. The doors can be propped
open, weatherpermitting.
A person will be stationed in the social room to guide and assist visitors.
Hand sanitizer will be available at several places throughout the building.
Worshipers shoulduse hand sanitizer after touching any surface (for example,
after using the bathroom).
Please wear your mask when entering, or leaving, or moving from place to place.
Bulletins will be available at the sanctuary entrance, for each person to pick up as
they enter.
Please maintain social distance when entering or leaving the sanctuary.
People should refrain from personal contact, such as shaking hands or
hugging. Waving,bowing, and curtseying are good ways to greet each other.
Please sit in the marked pews.
Masks are recommended but not required in the sanctuary.
Collection plates will be available at the back of the sanctuary. The people who
collect and count the offering should wear gloves.
Family groups should sit together and sit at least 6 feet away from other groups.
The 6-foot distance will be accomplished if people sit in the marked pews and at
alternate ends of the pews.
Communion will not be offered in the traditional methods.
Congregational singing will not take place in the sanctuary.
Other activities

At this time, we will not have organized social time after worship. The church will
only be used for Sunday service. That will ensure that live virus does not survive on
surfaces. (The virus can survive for 1-3 days on most surfaces, and at most 5 days on
any surface.)
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Attached to this newsletter you will
find an envelope designated for the
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.
The monies from this offering go to
places lacking health and educational
resources and/or where disaster has
struck. In an effort to explain how our
mission offerings work in the United
Church of Christ, let me offer this brief explanation. In addition to Our
Church’s Wider Mission(Basic support), the United Church of Christ has 4
special offerings. These offerings exist to allow congregations and
individuals to meet people at points of critical need in their lives. (The
other three offerings are Neighbors in Need, Strengthen the Church, and
the Christmas Fund) These special offerings allow a common witness and
make a collective positive impact. These offerings collectively serve to lift
people closer to the abundance and wholeness to which Jesus Christ has
called us to work together to bring about.
The One Great Hour of Sharing theme for this year is Let love flow.
When you give through One Great Hour of Sharing, you let love flow. You
empower families and communities around the world to live healthier,
safer, more hope-filled lives. And ultimately you build a world that honors
the interconnectedness of all people.
In this time when all of life has been touched by the effects of the
pandemic, we are called to be people of restoration, releasing love into the
world in new and innovative ways that answer the unique needs of this
season. As the body of Christ in the world, the Church of today puts flesh
on this vision: a world shaped by love’s movement from one place to
another.
Please consider helping our wider church make a difference in the lives of
those who are in need. In the words of Isaiah 49: 8-12…
GOD also says:
“When the time’s ripe, I answer you.
When victory’s due, I help you.
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I form you and use you
to reconnect the people with me,
To put the land in order,
to resettle families on the ruined properties.
I tell prisoners, ‘Come on out. You’re free!’
and those huddled in fear, ‘It’s all right. It’s safe now.’
There’ll be foodstands along all the roads,
picnics on all the hills—

Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty,
shade from the sun, shelter from the wind,
For the Compassionate One guides them,
takes them to the best springs.
I’ll make all my mountains into roads,
turn them into a superhighway.
Look: These coming from far countries,
and those, out of the north,
These streaming in from the west,
and those from all the way down the Nile!”

May our love flow,
Pastor Jim

The Jelly Beans:
Red is for the blood He gave.
Green is for the grass He made.
Yellow is for His sun so bright.
Orange is for the edge of night.
Black is for the sins we made.
White is for grace He gave.
Purple is for His hours of sorrow.
Pink is for our new tomorrow.
May every day be Easter in your heart. May the joy you feel on Easter
morning be the joy of each day of your life.
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Our Life Together In Service
Remember our ongoing mission project…the New Berlin
Food Pantry. Please help us continue to support this vital
mission in our local community. The next distribution will
be Thursday, April 15, 2021. Suggested food items from
Emmanuel for the month of April are canned fruits,
spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut butter.
We do thank all those who make donations and offer their
time to make this mission and service possible for those
who are in need.
Mifflinburg School District's Backpack Program
The New Berlin Food Pantry is once again participating in the Mifflinburg School
District’s Backpack program. Our group is responsible for the month of April and will
pack 150 bags every week for children in the intermediate and elementary schools who
have been identified as food insufficient.
My heart breaks when I think of a child being hungry and I was reminded of a story I
read about Mother Teresa. Here is a portion of the story in her own words: Some time
ago a man came to our house and he said, “Mother, there is a family, a Hindu family that has
eight children. They have not eaten for a long time. Do something for them.” So I took some rice
and I went. When I arrived at their house, I could see the hunger in the children’s eyes. Their
eyes were shining with hunger. I gave the rice to the mother, and she took the rice. She divided it
into two, and then she went out. When she came back, I asked her, “Where did you go?” She
said, “They are hungry also.” She was referring to the next door neighbor…they were also
hungry. What struck me most is not that she gave the rice, but she knew they were hungry. And
because she knew…she shared.
So I am asking you now…because you know of the need to ensure that children will not
go hungry…children who are our neighbors…will YOU share?
On behalf of the food pantry, several people will be purchasing the designated items for
each backpack bag in bulk. To defray the cost of this project, your help through
monetary donations would be greatly appreciated.
Please consider a gift of any amount and drop off or mail it to the church. The church
will then forward the donations to the food pantry.
Emmanuel United Church of Christ, 326 Market Street, PO Box 329
New Berlin, PA 17855
Let us do our part to help those who need us the most.
We press on in the ministry of faith in action,
Pastor Jim
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Our Life Together In Prayer
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:
Riverwoods: Georgia Linke
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold
Family and Friends of those who have died:
Roger Lauver
Church Members with Concerns:
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Marian Mull, Linda Walter,
Scott Leitzel
Friends and Family with Concerns:
Betty Krazter, Diana Weikel, Harry, Kratzer, Jeanne Leitzel, Barry Long,
Jennifer D’Napoli, Linda Creveling, Brantley Herman, Connor Neidig,
Kimmie Rudnitsky Burkhart, Vicki Reichenbach, Dale Reichard
Around the World and Close to Home:
Pray for the residents of Texas
Pray for Peace in our World
All those serving in the Armed Forces
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center

Our Birthdays and Anniversaries
April 3 – Chris Dauberman
April 8 – Ami Goudreau
April 13 – Audrey Bingaman
April 17 – Theresa McCool
April 19 – Dale Smith

April 12 – Anthony & Cinda Buoy
April 14 – William & Martha Hockenberry
April 27 – James & Debra Benfer
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Our Church Council
Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next
steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ.
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Monday, February 8, 2021 at 7:30PM.
Please hold these individuals in prayer as they conduct the business aspect of our
beloved church.
2021 Emmanuel UCC Church Council
Linda Walter – President
Keith McCool – Vice President
Debra Benfer – Secretary
Debra Benfer, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman,
David Farmer, Penny Guzenski, Martha Hockenberry, Joan Maurer,
Keith McCool, Linda Walter
The minutes of the March 2021 meeting are attached.
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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
NEW BERLIN, PA
CONSISTORY MEETING – MARCH 8, 2021
Attendance: Linda Walter, Keith McCool, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman, Penny Guzenski, Joan
Maurer, Martha Hockenberry, David Farmer, Deb Benfer, Jan Garinger, and Pastor James Cope.
Meeting was called to order by President Linda Walter at 7:30pm.
Devotions this evening were read about Light from John 8 by Pastor James Cope.
Secretary’s report: A motion was made by Keith, seconded by Penny to accept the minutes of
February 8th and 28th as presented. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s report: A motion was made by Audrey, seconded by Martha to accept the February
28, 2021 report subject to audit. Maurer $10,000 CD question was answered by Jay that the
interest was not meeting sponsorship of $90 quarterly for international child and causing it to
appear negative. We will find out when CD matures and decide what to do. Other questions
were about a chair fund account. This was started by Pastor Cope and Jodi as a gift to the
church to replace chairs in the social room. Scholarship questions we will check with Jay.
Motion carried.
Committee reports: Trustees – Railing is complete.
Old Business:
1.

Pastor Plaque – Joan said the Bible Depot checked with one company and they went out of
business. They are checking with another company and will get back to Joan.
2. Annual report was sent out to congregation.
3. Ambulance Dues question – Jay said we do not do the dues but give the fire company a
donation every year.
4. Audit was done by Martha and David and everything is in order.

New Business:
1.

In Person Worship – Motion was made by Vicki, seconded by Keith to have in-person
worship starting on Palm Sunday under current rules in place with no singing. Motion
carried.

Pastor’s Time:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Prayer Wall – visit and tell others about it
Wednesday evening Lenten services are on-line
Good Friday – Day of Prayer
Easter Sunday preparations
Backpack letter was sent out to congregation
Spare Preacher Mike – was purchased from Jim Kratzer Memorial
Our decline for Palm Sunday Processional around town was given to the pastors of the
Lutheran and Methodist churches.
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Jan Garinger (Pastor in training):
Met with her mentor and she asked if there was a committee to meet with Jan at
church. Jan is asking the consistory to give her advice or pointers to help her with her
training.
Motion was made by Audrey, seconded by Penny to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:05pm.
Motion carried.
Secretary,
Debra Benfer
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Getting to Know You
Our monthly series continues as we feature our church
Pastor!
Name: James Cope
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a
living?)
Dentist, Pastor
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled?
Monterey, California
What is your favorite Bible verse?
That is a tough one to choose…there are so many I love for different reasons at different
times! One verse that I always go to is Psalm 143: 8 “Let the morning bring me word of
your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to
you I entrust my life.”
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel?
The day of my installation as your pastor.
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be?
Lemon sponge pie
What is your hidden talent?
Hmmm…I am not sure I have any that are hidden. I do enjoy baking pies!
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855
Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net
Church website: www.newberlinucc.org
Church Phone: 570-966-2880
Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm
Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin
Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope
Pastor Email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net
Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748
Student Pastor in Care: Jan Garinger

Student Pastor in Care Email: jang58@ptd.net
Student Pastor in Care Phone: 570-259-2968

