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THE GABRIEL 
THE NEWSLETTER OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
We press on in the ministry of faith in action in our local community and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2021 
A Message from the Pastor 
 
I have been thinking a lot about our recent “Kindness Campaign.” We could not have 
chosen a better year to focus on kindness than the year 2020! My heart was often filled 
to the brim with stories I heard about your “kindness” encounters and how the folks 
around us were touched by them. You might say my heart was filled with gratitude. We 
often think of gratitude around Thanksgiving time but it occurred to me that we should 
not limit our feelings of gratitude to a certain time of the year…we should be filled with 
gratitude every day of the year! 
As we move into the year 2021, it might not seem like there is much to be grateful for. 
The pandemic upended virtually everything we treasure and may have taken for 
granted. Our health…our jobs…our very lives have been in peril and yet it has been 
reported that people flocked to gratitude this past year. Tweets expressing gratitude 
increased by 20 percent globally. Kristi Nelson, the executive director of the nonprofit A 
Network for Grateful Living, also noticed a turn toward gratefulness in 2020. She says 
unique visitors to the network's website this past year, which provides 
free programs and practices to help people live gratefully, increased from 97,800 in 
February to 172,200 in April. Now, there are about 144,000 unique users every month. 
WOW! Why in this world the way it is now are people drawn to gratefulness? It’s 
because I think people are looking for ways to be happier and healthier. 
SO you might be thinking just what is true gratefulness? 
Nelson defines gratefulness as a sense of appreciation that emanates from within. While 
she notes certain circumstances (like praise from a colleague or boss), can inspire a 
sense of gratitude, these instances, and the resulting feeling, can be fleeting. For her, 
true gratefulness requires you to be present in the world to notice the good things in 
your life, which in turn helps you withstand difficult situations. 
Why am I even talking to you about gratefulness? 
In a year that has been fraught with difficulties with still more likely to come, I believe 
gratefulness reminds us all to be in awe of the way we live…we have so much to be 
grateful for that we often take for granted. Think of the breath you just took and how 
many people have struggled in the past year to simply take a breath. We often can make 
ourselves feel so down and depressed about all that is wrong that it makes us weary 
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and makes those around us weary as well. It is certainly okay to name whatever makes 
us feel this way in our lowest moments. Life is not perfect and gratefulness is not going 
to cure all that is wrong with our lives and the world, but a sense of gratitude certainly 
does help us to HEAL ourselves and our world. 
I did not want to “stress us out” by forcing a year of gratitude upon you all, for then the 
purpose is lost. I do, however, want   
to ask you all to think about the little things from time to time and be grateful for such 
things as the breaths we take…the air we breathe…the family and friends that surround 
us…the love we find for one another…the love we receive from one another…the 
beauty of nature…a new year filled with endless possibilities…there really is so much 
to be grateful for… 
 
Pressing on with a grateful heart,  
Pastor Jim   

 
A Message from Jan 

 
What Does Love have to do with it? 

 
When we think about the month of February, our thoughts turn to Valentine’s 

Day and those we love.  When I was a child my Mother tried to explain to me that there 
were many types of love.  Many types of love, boy did that confuse me.  As a child I 
thought that love is love. 
 As I was growing up, I thought more about my Mother’s words, and I started to 
understand what she was talking about.  Let’s look at a few of the different types of 
love: 

- Love of a pet 
- Love of a sibling 
- Love of our Grandparents 
- Love of our parents 
- Love of my children 
- Love of a spouse or significant other 
- Love of reading 
- Love of camping or the beach 

 

I could have kept this list going and going.  If someone were to ask you what or 
who you love, what would you say?  It would be my hope that you would say that you 
love God and love studying the Bible.  God gives us unconditional love and shouldn’t 
we offer the same type of love in return? 
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1 Corinthians 13:13 says “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.”  Hmmm this is can make us stop and think. “The greatest 
of these is love”.  Love is greater than faith?  Think about it this way…if you have faith 
but don’t have love, do you really have faith.  Jesus came to earth to teach us how to 
love one another.  Shouldn’t we do the same? 

One of the golden rules is to treat others as you would want to be treated.  In my 
opinion, the same is true when it comes to love.  Love other’s the way you would want 
to be loved. 

So as the song says “What Does Love Have to Do with It”…….Love has 
everything to do with it! 

Peace and Blessings  Jan 

WORSHIP 
 Worship conducted at 9:30 AM each Sunday morning. 
            Connect by phone  
  The number to call: 1 877 309 2073 
  The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign # 
 View on our website www.newberlinucc.org later in the day. 
 
February 7  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
   Mark 1: 29-39 
   Pastor Jim, preaching; Jan Garinger, liturgist  
 
February 14  Transfiguration 
   Mark 9: 2-9 
   Jan Garinger, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist 
 
February 17  Ash Wednesday 
   Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
   (In lieu of a worship service, ashes will be offered in the 
   sanctuary from 7-8PM with Pastor Jim and Jan) 
       
February 21               First Sunday in Lent 
   Mark 1: 9-15 
   Pastor Jim, preaching; Jan Garinger, liturgist                           
    
February 28  Second Sunday in Lent   
                                    Mark 8: 31-38 or Mark 9: 2-9 
                                    Jan Garinger, preaching; Pastor Jim, liturgist 
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Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

 
Since we unable to gather for in person worship to begin our 
Lenten season, Pastor Jim and Jan are offering any and all the 
opportunity to come to the sanctuary from 7-8PM on this 
evening to receive a small prayer and ashes. We will situate 
ourselves in the sanctuary so that we can remain socially 
distanced and request that any participants wear a mask while 
the Ash Wednesday blessing is received. Please consider 
beginning your journey through Lent with this very 
meaningful time of petition and prayer. 

 

 
Lenten Prayer Wall 
The worship committee has come up with a very unique way for us 
to connect during the Lenten season through prayer. A “prayer wall” 
has been constructed in the garden area by the handicap entrance. All 
of you and the members of our community are invited to visit the 
prayer wall at any time and as often as desired to tie a colored ribbon 
on the wall and offer a prayer. Each colored ribbon will hold special 
significance. 
RED will be for Prayers of Thanksgiving… What do you want to thank God for? 
GREEN will be for Prayers of Intercession… Who do you want to offer prayers to God 
for? 
WHITE will be for prayers offered in memory of someone you have loved and lost 
BLUE will be for prayers concerning sadness, loss, grief, worry, sickness etc. 
 
It is our hope that you will create some time to come and visit our prayer wall and offer 
you very own prayers to God. May this be an opportunity each of us and our 
community.  
 
SPREAD THE WORD about this wall so that others may participate! 
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Our Life Together In Service 
Remember our ongoing mission project…the New Berlin Food Pantry. Please help us 
continue to support this vital mission in our local community. The next distribution will 
be Thursday, February 18, 2021.  Suggested food items from Emmanuel for the month 
of February are canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, soup, and peanut butter.  
We do thank all those who make donations and offer their time to make this mission 
and service possible for those who are in need. 
 
Our Christmas Mission…What about all those Christmas 
Stockings? 
Our little church did it again! The stocking money collected this year went to the Cares 
For Kids campaign. Big Country Radio teamed up with Central Susquehanna 
Opportunities (CSO), a non-profit organization serving nine local counties, including 
Union and Snyder. The Saturday before Christmas the donations had stopped coming 
into the radio station with 25 children left of the 165 needing gifts. The CSO director 
was worried she would have to call parents and tell them their children wouldn’t be 
receiving gifts this year.  Your donations meant 25 children were able to receive 
gifts/coats for Christmas. Central Susquehanna Opportunities was very appreciative! It 
truly was a Christmas miracle!  Thank you for your part in giving these children a 
Merry Christmas during these trying times. CSO gave our church a special thank you 
on their web site.  

And the Reverse Advent Calendars? 

Seeing the tables in the social room piled high with food donations was amazing! A 
huge thank you to all who gave throughout the Advent season to provide food for 
those who are in need during these winter months. Your generosity has been 
astounding! 
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Our Life Together In Prayer 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
Riverwoods: Georgia Linke 
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died: 
Lisa Dunkleberger, Joe Huntsberger, Eric Powell, Dorothy Guzenski 
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Barb Stamm, Lucille Cope, Elmer and Joan Maurer, Marian Mull, Linda Walter, Scott 
Leitzel 
 
Friends and Family with Concerns: 
Frances Stover, Margaret Weirick, Lester (Chub) Hummel, Dani Leitzel, Brenda Miller, 
Dawn Walter, Gay and Linn Wetzel, Mike and Donna Culp, Austin Raymer, Dale 
Franquet, Darryl Morgan, Jenelle Garinger, Susie Shaffer, George Sholter Jr., Deb Snook, 
Sally Laurer, Carol Cotner, Craig Zimmerman, Diane Rider, Leon Fultz 

 
Our Church Council  
Our church leaders continually listen for that still, small voice as they discern the next 
steps for Emmanuel United Church of Christ.  
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Monday, February 8, 2021 at 7:30PM. 
Please hold these individuals in prayer as they conduct the business aspect of our 
beloved church.  

2021 Emmanuel UCC Church Council 
 Linda Walter – President 

 Keith McCool – Vice President 
 Debra Benfer – Secretary 

Debra Benfer, Vicki Benfer, Audrey Bingaman,  
David Farmer, Penny Guzenski, Martha Hockenberry, Joan Maurer,  

Keith McCool, Linda Walter 
 

The minutes of the January 2021 meeting are attached.  

 
A Special Note from Consistory 
 
The church office is compiling the committee reports for our 2020 Annual Report to the 
congregation. We are asking that those who usually write a report to have it to the 
church office no later than February 10. Thank you for your cooperation with this 
endeavor! 
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Getting to Know You 
Our monthly series continues as we feature our most recent consistory president this 
month! 
 
Name:  Mary Beckley 
 
Occupation (If you are retired what did you do for a living?) 
My occupation prior to retirement was the Office Manager for the Penn State Cooperative 
Extension in Union County (Just shy of 22 years.) 
 
What is the favorite place that you ever traveled? 
A trip to the Thousand Islands, all New England states and Quebec, Canada. 
 
What is your favorite Bible verse? 
John 3:16 
 
What is your favorite memory at Emmanuel? 
There are too many to choose from.  I have gone to Emmanuel all my life.  Confirmed at 
age 12. 
 
If you could have an endless supply of one food item, what would it be? 
Any seafood, probably crab cakes at the shore. 
 
What is your hidden talent? 
I had done custom sewing and altering for six years prior to re-entering the workforce.  
Since retirement I have discovered a love of quilting. 
 

 
A Very Special Thank You 
The Cope family would like to take a moment to say thank you to our very loving 
church family for all of the beautiful cards, gifts, and monetary gift. Your generosity 
and expressions of love warm our hearts at Christmas and all through the year! We are 
truly blessed to be partners in ministry along with you! Thank you so very much! 
 

 
Our Birthdays and Anniversaries 
February 4 – Jessica Neidig February 14 – Eric Mabus 
February 6 – Carter Kuhar February 15 – Aaron Virgillio 
February 9 – Barbara Stamm February 16 – Lucille Cope 
February 13 – Theresa Reber February 24 – Hope Dauberman 
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                         Emmanuel United Church of Christ  
                         Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA 17855 
                                Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
 Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
 Church Phone: 570-966-2880 
 Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 
 Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
 Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
 Pastor email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
 Pastor’s Phone: 570-898-5748 
 

 

 


