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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

THE GABRIEL

July 2020

WORSHIP

Worship at 9:30 AM in the Sanctuary

JULY, 2020 Dates To Remember
(Everything pending)
July 1

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

July 5

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM

July 8

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

July 12

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM

July 15

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

July 16

New Berlin Food Pantry

July 19

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM

July 22

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

July 26

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM

July 29

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

New Number for Sunday Service
We will start using a new phone number for Sunday service on MAY 31
Let's hope it works as well as the current one.
The number to call: 1 877 309 2073
The access code: 591 680 557 followed by the pound sign #
*Prayer Service with Messiah Lutheran on website and Facebook during this COVID
season a continuation of our Lenten gathering.
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Regular Sunday Worship will continue on the website and by phone. Plans are to hold
“open worship” in the sanctuary starting July 5th. Please see guidelines for entering the
church building, seating instructions, etc. below:

Guidelines to Open
Worship at Emmanuel UCC during the time of COVID-19

As of July 5, 2020, Emmanuel UCC in New Berlin welcomes in-person
attendance at regular 9:30 am Sunday worship services, for those who feel comfortable
doing so. The following rules will be used until new rules are adopted.
Everyone is welcome at the live service. Nobody will be refused entrance to the church.
Services will continue to be broadcast on the phone, and videotaped and posted on the
church website. The video will focus on the service and will try not to include members
of the congregation.
Out of concern for the health and safety of those in attendance, the guidelines below
are strongly encouraged.
Entering and leaving
Only the breezeway doors will be used at the present time. Each Sunday, a designated
person will be stationed at the breezeway doors, to open the doors so that worshipers
do not have to touch the doors. The doors can be propped open, weather permitting.
A person will be stationed in the social room to guide and assist visitors.
Hand sanitizer will be available at several places throughout the building. Worshipers
should use hand sanitizer after touching any surface (for example, after using the
bathroom).
Please wear your mask when entering, or leaving, or moving from place to place.
Bulletins will be available at the sanctuary entrance, for each person to pick up as they
enter.
Please maintain social distance when entering or leaving the sanctuary.
People should refrain from personal contact, such as shaking hands or hugging.
Waving, bowing, and curtseying are good ways to greet each other.
Please sit in the marked pews.
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Masks are recommended but not required in the sanctuary.
Collection plates will be available at the back of the sanctuary. The people who collect
and count the offering should wear gloves.
Family groups should sit together, and sit at least 6 feet away from other groups. The 6
foot distance will be accomplished if people sit in the marked pews and at alternate
ends of the pews.
Communion will not be offered in the traditional methods.
Group singing will not take place in the sanctuary.
Other activities
At this time, we will not have organized social time after worship.
The church will only be used for Sunday service. That will ensure that live virus does
not survive on surfaces. (The virus can survive for 1-3 days on most surfaces, and at
most 5 days on any surface.)
7/2020

Men’s Breakfast & Ladies’ Night Out
Cancelled Until Further Notice

OUR BIRTHDAYS
July 1 – Wendy Eister
July 1 – Nate Dauberman
July 5 – Tammy Kline
July 5 – Velma Solomon
July 7 – Brandon Stamm
July 8 – Allison Kuhar

July 11 – Kaitlyn Beckley
July 16 – Tim Spangler
July 17 – Maggie Smith
July 23 – Frances Stover
July 28 – James Benfer
July 29 – Barbara Helm

OUR ANNIVERSAIRES
July 17 – Jeffrey and Buffie Maurer
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Please remember in Prayer:
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:
RiverWoods: Georgia Linke,
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold
Family and Friends of those who have died:
Rev. Gary Hackenberg, Judy Boyden, Mary Yost, Rose Snook
Church Members with Concerns:
Barb Stamm, Shirley Renninger, Lucille Cope, Linda Walter
Friends and family with concerns:
Frances Stover, Jamie Leitzel, Robert and Doloras Maurer, Eric Powell
Helen and Jerry Green, Fred Boyden, John and Elline Aldenbuttel,
Francis & Nancy Giffin, Colton Reich
Around the World and Close to Home:
Pray for Peace in our World
All those serving in the armed forces
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development Center in Philippines
Our 2020 Emmanuel UCC
Church Consistory
Next Meeting:
Mary Beckley
President
Linda Walter VP
Marie Eberhart – Secretary

Members:
Jill Benfer, David Farmer, Joan Maurer,
Barbara Stamm, Penny Guzenski,
Keith McCool,

Your church consistory has met using conference calling. Please be assured business
has been taken care of and you are most welcome to contact anyone if you have
concerns you wish to be discussed in the future.

PASTOR JIM’S TIME
Jodi and I were on one of our long walks talking about all sorts of things
that are happening in our world. She finally said, “I don’t know what to do
any more. I don’t know what is right and what isn’t!”
And so it is…the days of our lives. The world is flooded with divisive
arguments.
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Conflict…
Fake News…Victimhood…Exploitation…
Blame…Bigotry…Shouting…Prejudice…Rioting…a race to the bottom.
We are all but doomed to take sides…get stuck in our beliefs and our ways
and never agree again. Everyone is calling out someone else’s privilege and
angling to claim that they are the greatest victim in the conversation.
How can we make sense of a world that doesn’t?
I have been reading a lot of articles about peace, justice, racism, and
privilege. There are as many opinions as authors to write them but one
little story captured my attention and spoke to my heart. It is titled “Start
Where You Are.” I think that is sage advice when we are making the
statement, “I don’t know what to do any more. I don’t know what is right
and what isn’t.” Consider these words…
“Harriet Tubman knew that something could be done. She started where she was and
started small, and it turned into the Underground Railroad. It can often start with you
and another person, or you and two people, having a conversation about what the
world can be and here are the steps you can take. You need to take concrete steps —
small ones, like steps on a ladder — to get to systemic change. Ask people what they
need, stand in concert with those who’ve been doing the work longer than you, listen,
ask more questions than talk. Those are all the hallmarks of the people I’ve seen who
are the most effective.”

In the New Testament book of James we find these words in James 1: 19…
“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry,”
How do we make sense of a world that doesn’t? Perhaps we begin by
starting where we are and listening to one another…having a conversation
about what the world can be…
Pressing on,
Pastor Jim
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KINDNESS GOALS
At the time of printing, the Newsletter staff had unfortunately not received the
“suggested” goals for July. So we took it upon ourselves to suggest that you do one of
your favorites each week or be creative with a new one.

Reminder:
The Lector sign-up sheets are available on the
information table. Please sign up for the month of
July.

Altar Flowers
We have a new supplier for our weekly altar flowers, We are now
getting them through Country Flowers in Middleburg at a cost of $35.00. We will
continue using the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board located in the breezeway
beside the kitchen door to indicate which week we wish to sponsor the altar flowers..

Stamp-A-Stack 2020

w/Penny Guzenski @ Emmanuel UCC

No card classes until further notice
NEW BERLIN DAY: During the most recent consistory telephone conference call, Barb Stamm
reported that the 50th year New Berlin Day event on August 22nd, has not been cancelled yet.
Barb is the Food Coordinator for this event and asked what the wishes of the church are as far
as selling pies and soda at New Berlin Day. WE NEED A VOTE FROM THE CHURCH PEOPLE
whether or not we wish to continue support of this venture because of the Covid-19 virus.
Anyone can bake pies at home, but if we have no one willing to man the booth to sell the
products, we can’t do it. Please call Barb @ 570-966-1449 or call and leave a message at the
church with your name and vote. There will be no hard feelings if you vote no. We all
understand the virus complications.
As an aside note: This will probably be the last New Berlin Day event unless people step-up to
take over. The Activities Committee have had several people indicate they will be resigning
from this activity in December. So we also have a plea out to anyone and everyone to take over
this event for next year – 2021 – in case you know of anyone.

SOUP SALE CLEARANCE
-$5.00 PER QUART
We have approximately 25 quarts of various kinds of soup in the freezers. Any church member
wishes to purchase soup at $5.00 each contact Barb Stamm @ 570-966-1449 or Karen
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Gemberling @ 570-966-4575. If no one wants the soup Jill Benfer has accepted the task to find
out if we can provide it to be given to the people who come to the Food Pantry. So please make
your decision fast. The next food pantry should be open July 16th.

FDA warns 9 brands of hand sanitizer may be toxic !
The FDA is warning that the public should stop using 9 brands of hand sanitizer because the
products may contain methanol, or wood alcohol.
WASHINGTON: The coronavirus pandemic has led to a surge in hand sanitizer purchases, but
now the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has issued a warning that 9 brands may be
potentially toxic.
The FDA said that consumers should stop using any hand sanitizer from Mexico-based
manufactures de CV, due to potential presence of methanol, or wood alcohol, in its products.
The FDA warned that methanol can be toxic when ingested or absorbed through the skin.
The agency said that it contacted Eskbiochem last week to recommend the company remove its
hand sanitizer from the U.S. market, but as of June 19th it has not done so. Therefore, the FDA
recommends consumers stop using these hand sanitizers and dispose of them immediately in
an appropriate hazardous waste containers. The agency warned: “Do NOT flush or pour these
products down the drain.”
The FDA warned that young children who accidentally ingest these potentially toxic hand
sanitizers and those who may drink as an alcohol substitute are most at risk of suffering
methanol poisoning. The symptoms of substantial ethanol exposure includes nausea, vomiting,
headaches, blurred vision, permanent blindness, seizures, coma, permanent damage to the
nervous system or death.
Methanol is not an acceptable ingredient for hand sanitizers and should not be used due to
its toxic effects, Consumers who have been exposed to hand sanitizer containing methanol
should seek immediate treatment, which is critical for potential reversal of toxic effects of
methanol poisoning.
The FDA listed the following products in its warning:
-

All –Clean Hand Sanitizer (NDC: 74589-002-0)

-

CleanCare NoGerm Advanced Hand Sanitizer 75%Alcohol (NDC: 74589-008-04)

Esk Biochem Hand Sanitizer (NDC: 74589-00701)
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-

-Lavar 70 Gel Hand Sanitizer (NDC: 74589-006-01)

-

The Good Gel Antibacterial Gel Hand Sanitizer (NDC: 74589-010-10)

-

CleanCare NoGerm Advanced Hand Sanitizer 80% Alcohol (NDC: 74589-005-03)

-

CleanCare NoGerm Advanced Hand Sanitizer 75% Alcohol (NDC: 74589-009-01)

-

CleanCare NoGerm Advanced Hand Sanitizer 80% Alcohol (ND: 74589-003-01)

-

Saniderm Advanced Hand Sanitizer (NBC: 74589-001-01)

The FDA stressed that washing your hands with soap and water is one of the bet defenses
against coronavirus. But if soap and water isn’t available, the CDC recommends using an
alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% ethanol.

I have paraphrased some of the above information. If you wish to have a copy
of the original article I will provide it upon request. Barbara Stamm

God is still speaking
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Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA
Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net
Church website: www.newberlinucc.org
Church Phone Number: 570-966-2880
Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm
Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin
Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope
Pastor email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net
Pastor’s Phone Number: 570-898-5748

SPECIAL COVID
INFORMATION
INSIDE

