E V E N I N G P R AY E R
A PRIL 22, 2020

Gather around a sacred space in your home.
Have an unlit candle and lighter or matches handy.
“One’ means one person of those gathered says the line. It
can be different each time.
Join the worship online on Messiah ELCA’s Facebook page or
YouTube channel or Emmanuel UCC’s YouTube channel.

D IALOGUE
As the dialogue is said, light your candle.

One: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
We are illumined by the brightness
of his rising.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Death has no more dominion over us.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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E VENING H YMN
A LL P RAISE B E Y OURS , M Y G OD , T HIS N IGHT
This week we sing the version of the evening hymn included in The New Century
Hymnal. Sing or read along with Donnie and Donna Sauers.
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R EADING

J ONAH 2:1-10

1

Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the
fish, 2saying,
"I called to the LORD out of my distress,
and he answered me;
out of the belly of Sheol I cried,
and you heard my voice.
3
You cast me into the deep,
into the heart of the seas,
and the flood surrounded me;
all your waves and your billows
passed over me.
4
Then I said, 'I am driven away
from your sight;
how shall I look again
upon your holy temple?'
5
The waters closed in over me;
the deep surrounded me;
weeds were wrapped around my head
6
at the roots of the mountains.
I went down to the land
whose bars closed upon me forever;
yet you brought up my life from the Pit,
O LORD my God.
7
As my life was ebbing away,
I remembered the LORD;
and my prayer came to you,
into your holy temple.
8
Those who worship vain idols
forsake their true loyalty.
9
But I with the voice of thanksgiving
will sacrifice to you;
what I have vowed I will pay.
Deliverance belongs to the LORD!"
10
Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the
dry land.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.
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P SALM

Read the psalm aloud, in unison or responsively.

114

1

When Israel went out from Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a people of strange language,
2
Judah became God's sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.
3
The sea looked and fled;
Jordan turned back.
4
The mountains skipped like rams,
the hills like lambs.
5
Why is it, O sea, that you flee?
O Jordan, that you turn back?
6
O mountains, that you skip like rams?
O hills, like lambs?
7
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8
who turns the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of water.
Silence for reflection.

G OSPEL

M ATTHEW 12:38-42

38

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, "Teacher, we
wish to see a sign from you." 39But he answered them, "An evil and
adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For just as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days
and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 41The
people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and
see, something greater than Jonah is here! 42The queen of the South
will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of
Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here!
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

Liturgy adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and Sundays and Seasons © Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License SBT002156. All Praise Be Yours, My
God, This Night. Stanza 4 © 1996 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission by OneLicense.net #A715196. Be Not Afraid Text and Music © Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publicaitons. Used by permission by OneLicense.net #A-715196.
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H YMN

B E N OT A FRAID
Sing or read aloud the hymn with Ginny Engle.

P RAYERS
One: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation,
for abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For public servants, the government,
and those who protect us;
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing,
and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel,
for those who are sick and suffering,
and for those who are in captivity,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger,
and need, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the church, for this assembly,
and for all people who await from the Lord great
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
A time of silence follows.

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us
and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the
saints, we commend ourselves, one another,
and our whole life to you, through Christ our Lord.
To you, O Lord.
Then one or more of the following:

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but
only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OR

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works: give to us, your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey your commandments; and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, God forever. Amen.
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OR

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus
Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected
us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where
we have done wrong, and graciously to protect us
tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves:
our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us,
so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.
Amen.

T HE L ORD ’ S P RAYER

B LESSING
One: Let us bless the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.
All may share a sign of God’s peace.
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