E V E N I N G P R AY E R
APRIL 1 5, 2 0 20

Gather around a sacred space in your home.
Have an unlit candle and lighter or matches handy.
“One’ means one person of those gathered says the line. It can be different each time.
Join the worship online on Messiah ELCA’s Facebook page or YouTube channel or
Emmanuel UCC’s YouTube channel.

D IALOGUE
As the dialogue is said, light your candle.

One: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
We are illumined by the brightness of his rising.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Death has no more dominion over us.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Sing or read the Evening Hymn with Kaylin Foss
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N IGHT ”

R EADING

J OSHUA 3:1-17

Early in the morning Joshua rose and set out from Shittim with all the
Israelites, and they came to the Jordan. They camped there before
crossing over. At the end of three days the officers went through the
camp and commanded the people, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the levitical priests, then
you shall set out from your place. Follow it, so that you may know the
way you should go, for you have not passed this way before. Yet there
shall be a space between you and it, a distance of about two thousand
cubits; do not come any nearer to it.” Then Joshua said to the people,
“Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among
you.” To the priests Joshua said, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and
pass on in front of the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant
and went in front of the people.
The LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight
of all Israel, so that they may know that I will be with you as I was with
Moses. You are the one who shall command the priests who bear the
ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the
Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” Joshua then said to the Israelites, “Draw near and hear the words of the LORD your God.” Joshua
said, “By this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites,
Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: the ark of the covenant
of the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan.
So now select twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe.
When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD,
the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of
the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap.”
When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people. Now
the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So
when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of
the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, the
waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at
Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing toward the
sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people
crossed over opposite Jericho. While all Israel were crossing over on dry
ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD
stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation
finished crossing over the Jordan.
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P SALM

118:1-2, 14-24
Read the Psalm aloud, in unison or responsively.

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!

The right hand of the Lord is exalted!
The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!”
I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.
“This is the gate of the Lord;
here the righteous may enter.”
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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G OSPEL

M ATTHEW 28:1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear
of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel
said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as
he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his

disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for
you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!"
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then
Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go
to Galilee; there they will see me."
Silence for reflection.

Liturgy adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and Sundays and Seasons © Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License SBT002156.
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds: ©1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Used by permission by OneLicense.net #A-715196.

5

S ONG

N OW A LL THE V AULT OF H EAVEN R ESOUNDS
Read or sing with JR Erdley
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P RAYERS
If you are praying without the video, consider changing the leader each petition.

One: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation,
for abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For public servants, the government,
and those who protect us;
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing,
and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel,
for those who are sick and suffering,
and for those who are in captivity,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger,
and need, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the church, for this assembly,
and for all people who await from the Lord great
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
A time of silence follows.
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Giving thanks for all who have gone before us
and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the
saints, we commend ourselves, one another,
and our whole life to you, through Christ our Lord.
To you, O Lord.
Then one or more of the following:

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but
only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OR

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works: give to us, your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey your commandments; and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, God forever.
Amen.
OR

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus
Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected
us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where
we have done wrong, and graciously to protect us
tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves:
our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us,
so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.
Amen.

T HE L ORD ’ S P RAYER
B LESSING
One: Let us bless the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.
All may share a sign of God’s peace.
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