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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

THE GABRIEL
MAY, 2020

WORSHIP

Worship at 9:30 AM in the Sanctuary

May, 2020 Dates To Remember
(Everything pending)
May 3

Fourth Sunday of Easter

9:30 AM

May 6

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

May 10

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Fellowship Sunday

9:30 AM

May 11

Consistory Meeting

7:30 PM

May 13

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

May 17

Sixth Sunday of Easter

9:30 AM

May 20

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

May 21

Ascension Day
Food Pantry

May 24

Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 25

Memorial Day

May 26

Ladies Night Out

6:00 PM

May 27

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service

6:30 PM*

May 29

Men’s Breakfast

8:30 AM

May 31

Pentecost Sunday

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

*Prayer Service with Messiah Lutheran on website and Facebook during this COVID
season a continuation of our Lenten gathering.

2
Regular Sunday Worship will continue on the website and by phone.

Men’s Breakfast
Men will meet for breakfast at 8:30 AM at the Turnpike Restaurant in Mifflinburg on the
last Friday of the month. Those wishing to carpool meet at the church at 8:15.

Ladies’ Night Out
The next Ladies’ Night Out will be Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 6:00 PM, Turnpike Restaurant,
Mifflinburg. There is a Sign-up sheet on the table in the social room. Please join us!

OUR BIRTHDAYS
May 1 – Jan Garinger
May 3 – Hannah Snook
May 10 – Raejean Hummel
May 11 – Elaine Moyer
May 16 – Rodney Kline, Sr.
May 17 – Mark Benfer

May 24 – Elmer Maurer
May 25 – Tim Leitzel
May 28 – Greg Bingaman
May 29 – Grace Hockenberry
May 30 – Marvin Wagner

OUR ANNIVERSAIRES
May 6 – Chris and Jamie Ray
May 7 – Don and Donna Sauers
Please remember in Prayer:
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living:
RiverWoods: Georgia Linke, ,
Elmcroft: Patricia and Robert Seebold
Family and Friends of those who have died:
Ruth Pioch, Thelma Keister, Gary Hackenberg
Church Members with Concerns:
Thelma Keister, Barb Stamm, Melinda Leitzel, Shirley Renninger, Lucille Cope,
Chris Ray
Friends and family with concerns:
Frances Stover, Robert Reedy, Donald Snook, Jaime Leitzel,
Doloras Maurer, Judy Kauffman, Eric Powell, Betty Motter
Around the World and Close to Home:
Pray for Peace in our World
All those serving in the armed forces
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development enter in Philippines
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Our 2020 Emmanuel UCC
Church Consistory
Next Meeting:
Mary Beckley
President
Linda Walter VP
Marie Eberhart – Secretary

Members:
Jill Benfer, David Farmer, Joan Maurer,
Barbara Stamm, Penny Guzenski,
Keith McCool,

PASTOR JIM’S TIME
April 12, 2020 Sermon
The primary text for today is John 20:1-18.
Most Holy God…bend low…oil the hinges of our hearts doors that they may swing gently and
easily to welcome your coming. Amen.
Easter is hard for preachers, I think…at least this preacher. I, and maybe some others too, feel
this immense pressure to say something dazzling and awesome. It is after all one of the biggest
days of the church year. Usually the churches are filled to the brim with people, and well they
have got to be waiting for us preachers to say something profound and funny yet witty and
scholarly, of course…and certainly in the shortest amount of time possible! It is Easter, after all
there are tons of things to get busy doing this day…Easter egg hunts…dinner…family get-togethers…baskets…candy…so many traditions to do in a new fashion…there is barely enough
time in the day to figure it all out.
So I thought and thought most of the day on Saturday about what I might say. Actually I had
been thinking about all week, but I wasn’t coming up with much. This Easter, well, it’s
different. People are probably expecting something even more profound and dazzling. All week
long I kept hearing “I looking forward to your Easter service.” Each time my heart would sink…
great I thought…I have nothing to say so far. My mood was getting less and less “Easterish.”
filled with joy and anticipation… I was not. Probably more like dread and nervousness.
I readied the church for this video Easter…some celebration… I muttered to myself in my
brain…and what in the world am I going to say? I kept finding things to get out…things to put
away…things to shift around until finally I could not come up with anything else to maneuver.
I drove home and suddenly remembered something I had forgotten to put away. I began thinking
about this predicament we are all in. My wife and I have been spending a lot of time cleaning
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out closets and cupboards…rearranging…weeding out…throwing away. It is amazing what we
have accumulated over the years. So much stuff…it meant something at the time, I’m sure…I
actually wore that, what was I thinking?... this had a purpose, I have no idea…I thought I might
need this some day…you can identify with what I’m, I am sure. I’ve heard many stories of folks
doing the same sort of thing to pass the time. So yes, I was doing the same thing at church…
there are a lot of spaces filled with “stuff” around here! I found some treasures and some items
that caused me to scratch my head and wonder why dowe hold unto this stuff!
Why do we hold on to this stuff? Good question!
As I sat down to finalize the service…I typed in the special music for the day…”Room at the
Cross for You…I remembered quickly thinking when Donna suggested that song…Hmm not the
first thing that came to my mind for Easter…I got distracted something else and really hadn’t
given it much more thought, until I typed the words. Still…I was struggling to come up with an
Easter message. I decided to read my devotional book for a while, since I had gotten behind.
The title of this book speaks its own message and Joan has it gracing our outside bulletin
boards…”Live in Grace…Walk in Love” by Bob Goff. So anyway I was reading and reading
and got through the devotional for today actually and I happened to glance to the one on the next
page. The title is “God Can’t Add Beautiful Things to our Hearts if There’s No Room in Our
Lives.
Okay…so…something is starting to connect for me now…Why do we keep all this stuff?...
“There’s Room at the Cross for You” the perfect choice! God Can’t Add Beautiful Things to our
Hearts if There’s No Room in Our Lives. I’m sure he good Lord never ceases to be amazed at
how long it takes me to connect the dots…sometimes I need to be hit over head I suppose!
The scripture connected to that devotional speaks to me this Easter day. It’s from
Isaiah…Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up , do you not perceive it?
I sure was slow in perceiving it! To all of the horrendous events surrounding this pandemic if
nothing else I think it is teaching us one lesson for sure among many. That lesson being to make
room. In the words of Bob Goff…The sweetest moments in life happen unannounced. They’re
long drives down country roads in autumn or hikes that leave room for exploration. There quiet
evenings with people you love, when you can sit together in silence and still feel heard. God
can’t add beautiful things to our hearts if there’s no room in our lives. You’ll never regret
making space for the treasures you’ve been to busy to cherish.
This Easter my message for you isn’t really too complex. God has made room for you…for all
of us at the cross. God has given us the sweetness of forgiveness and grace and love. All God
asks of us is so very simple…take some time…make some room…I am doing a new thing…do
you not perceive it?
He is Rise indeed…thanks be to god. Amen

Pressing on, Pastor Jim
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A Memory of Rev Dr. Gary A. Hackenberg,
Rev. Dr. Gary A. Hackenberg, Son of Emmanuel U.C.C., passed away on March
24, 2020 after a lengthy illness. After serving in the Air Force, Rev. Hackenberg went to
seminary; then continued in his adult life of faith by pastoring numerous congregations
until his retirement. He was always a loyal friend of Emmanuel U.C.C. and always
ready to support our congregation when needed.
Over the years, the church has benefitted from his generosity and love for
Emmanuel. The Hackenberg Room was restored and furbished by Gary and family and
now serves as an all-purpose activity area. Also, we have a church Library because
Gary always said “a library for children, youth and adults conveys the message that we
want our people to have an informed, living faith. Christian maturity does not ’just
happen’.” Gary cared about everyone.
We extend our love and sincere sympathy to his family.

Fondly prepared by, Joan Maurer

Kindness Goals for the May

May 3 - Check in on someone in your church family
May 10 - Send a note to a Mother you admire
May 17 - Phone a friend you haven't spoken to in a while
May 24 - Say a special prayer for our veterans
May 31 - Drop off a flower at someone's front door with a note attached

QUESTION/DEFINITION
Have you ever run across a word you just weren’t quite sure what it meant? I have and I’m not
quite sure where to look for the meaning. Perhaps someone can help me. Please take the time
and read the word or words below and either write your definition on a piece of paper and
send it to the attention of the Emmanuel UCC Newsletter Editor via USP, send an e-mail using
the church’s e-mail below, or call the church telephone and leave a message what you think the
definition is. I’d like to publish the results in our next newsletter.
Word #1:

Codswallop

Word #2:

Kerfuffle
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Reminder:
The Lector sign-up sheets are available on the
information table. Hopefully we will need readers
soon.

Altar Flowers
We have a new supplier for our weekly altar flowers, We are now
getting them through Country Flowers in Middleburg at a cost of $35.00. We will
continue using the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board located in the breezeway
beside the kitchen door to indicate which week we wish to sponsor the altar flowers..

Spring Yard Sale

Has been cancelled - bet you can’t guess why!

Stamp-A-Stack 2020

w/Penny Guzenski @ Emmanuel UCC

Workshops will begin at 2 PM, however, you can come any time after 2 if you have a conflict.
Allow about 3-4 hours to complete your cards. We should wrap up around 6:30 PM.
July 30
RSVP by June 26
October 29:
RSVP by September 17
Please join us in the opportunity to make your own handmade greeting cards. Bring a friend,
meet new friends, and socialize with us. The more people, the more fun! You will make stacks
of 5 designs/2 of each design for a total of 10 cards. The cost is $15.00.
Information sheets are on the bulletin board in the Social Room of the church – please help
yourself. You can also contact Penny at 570-837-7174 or e-mail her at: guzenski1@verizon.net.
Remember to all those who are able the church needs your financial support during this time.
What will church be like when we "Reopen?"
Foodbank and Back Pack Ministries continue...Backpack may extend through the summer...help
is needed to be able to purchase the needed food. (monetary or food donation)
What else can we do to serve others? (I am a big proponent of literacy...so work on our little
outside library? Books for kids? Stories online?)
Remember Prayer Partners
Cards or notes or calls to our members are greatly appreciated by all the receivers!!
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QUARANTINE
The Latin root of the word ”quarantine” is ‘forty.’
So what does the bible say about 40?
The flood lasted 40 days.
40 years Moses fled Egypt.
40 days Moses stayed on Mount Sinai to receive the Commandments.
Exodus lasted 40 years.
Jesus fasted for 40 days.
Lent is 40 days
40 days for a woman to rest after giving birth.
A group of theologians thinks the number 40 represents “change.” It
is the time of preparing a person or people, to make a fundamental
change.
Something will happen after these 40 days. Just believe and pray.
Remember, whenever the number 40 appears in the Bible, there is a
“change.”
Please know that during this “quarantine” rivers are cleaning up, vegetation is growing, the air is
becoming cleaner because of less pollution, there is less pollution, there is less theft and murder,
healing is happening, and most importantly, people are turning to Christ. The Earth is at rest for
the first time in many years and hearts are truly transforming.
So during this time, enjoy it with your loved ones and return to the family altar together. Family
prayer is a great blessing. Through prayer you will see the changes God can work in you and in
your home.
Christ promises us that everything works together for the good of those who love God: Romans
8:28!
Remember we are in the year 2020, and 20 + 20 = 40.
Also, 2020 is the year of the United States census. Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, was born
during a census.
Lastly, 2020 is perfect vision. May our sight focus on the Lord and living according to His
perfect vision for us knowing He holds us in the palm of His hand.
May these days of “quarantine” bring spiritual liberation to our souls, our nation, and our world.
The best is yet to come.
Trust in the Father, son, and Holy Spirit !
Reprinted from a Facebook article: 4/2020
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Dear Friends of the Food Pantry,

April 20, 2020

We hope that you are all well and safe while isolating in your homes. You are greatly missed at
food pantry activities. And we will rejoice when we can resume working together again.
In March and April, our compassionate pastors donned gloves and masks to ensure that our
clients could still receive their usual bags of food on the normal food pantry days. Thank you
to Pastor Chilton for being a good sport and wearing the Thomas the Train mask that we
requested. You all looked spectacular! The need has been fairly normal, 40 bags total, and a
number of new people. But next month may be a different story.
The backpack program is happening, but not in the manner we had planned. On Thursday each
week, a different “family unit” has been packing Weis bags [not backpacks] to ensure that no
one is compromised. Then, on Fridays, teams of 2 people have been helping to distribute
them at the Mifflinburg Fire Co. at lunchtime and late afternoon. The first week, 80 bags were
given out. The next Friday, only 60 were passed out. But, this last Friday, over 200 bags found
their way to local families in need.
A huge note of thanks goes to Chris and Stacy Sauers for working diligently to procure the
items needed for each “backpack”. They have had to go to numerous vendors to accomplish
this as items are in great demand, but short supply. Hopefully, next year the circumstances will
not be so extraordinary.
There are two more weeks on our schedule to pack and distribute. Our volunteers are being
asked to pack 150 bags each week. Please continue to pray for the families in our area who are
struggling to remain isolated, homeschool their children, and provide necessities for their
families.
Look at the top of this document to see the brand new logo for the New Berlin Food Pantry
designed by Kaylin Foss. We love it, Kaylin.
Yours in Christ
The New Berlin Food Pantry
Miriam Milbrand
Unfortunately at the time of our printing of this newsletter were unable to copy the new logo. 
Maybe next time.
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God is still speaking

Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA
Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net
Church website: www.newberlinucc.org
Church Phone Number: 570-966-2880
Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm
Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin
Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope
Pastor email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net
Pastor’s Phone Number: 570-898-5748

