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 EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

THE GABRIEL  

               April, 2020       

WORSHIP      Worship at 9:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
    
 

April, 2020 Dates To Remember 
(Everything pending) 

 
April 2   Homemakers Meeting     12:00 PM   
   Daffodil Luncheon  
 
April 5   Palm/Passion Sunday      9:30 AM 
   Breakfast Brunch following worship 
    
April 10  Good Friday Vigil – Emmanuel UCC 9:00 AM  - 7:00 PM 
    Good Friday Service      7:00 PM 
 
April 11 Community Holy Saturday Vigil   9:00 AM – 5:00 PM  
 Messiah Lutheran Church  
 
April 12 Easter Worship with Holy Communion  9:30 AM   
 Emmanuel UCC  
 Bring bells  
 
April 13 Consistory Meeting     7:30 PM  
 
April 16 Food Pantry  
 
April 19  Second Sunday of Easter     9:30AM 
   Fellowship time following worship  
 
April 24  Men’s Breakfast     8:30 AM  
 
April 26  Third Sunday of Easter     9:30PM 
 
April 28th   Ladies Night Out     6:00 PM  
   The Turnpike, Mifflinburg   
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Holy Week Services 2020 
 
 

Palm Sunday Worship 9:30 AM 
Emmanuel United Church of Christ featuring the Passion Reader’s Theatre 

Palm Sunday Breakfast following worship 
 

Community Good Friday Meditation 
April 10, 9AM to 7PM 

Emmanuel United Church of Christ 
 

Good Friday Service 
April 10, 7PM Emmanuel United Church of Christ 

 
Community Holy Saturday Vigil 

April 11, 9AM to 5PM 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

 
Messiah Lutheran Church invites the community to an Easter Vigil Service on Saturday, 

April 11 at 7PM. 
 

++++++ 
 
 

Easter Worship with Holy Communion 9:30 AM 
Emmanuel United Church of Christ 
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Men’s Breakfast 
Men will meet for breakfast at 8:30 AM at the Turnpike Restaurant in Mifflinburg on the 
last Friday of the month.  Those wishing to carpool meet at the church at 8:15. 

 

Ladies’ Night Out 
The next Ladies’ Night Out will be Tuesday, April 28, 2020  at 6:00 PM,  Turnpike Restaurant, 
Mifflinburg. There is a Sign-up sheet on the table in the social room.  Please join us!   
 

 
OUR BIRTHDAYS 

April 3 – Chris Dauberman   April 17 – Theresa McCool 
April 8 – Ami Goudreau    April 19 – Dale (Pap) Smith 
April 13 – Audrey Bingaman    

 
OUR ANNIVERSAIRES 

   April 12 – Anthony and Cinda Buoy 
   April 14 – William and Martha Hockenberry 
   April 27 – James and Debbie Benfer 

 
 

Please remember in Prayer: 
Those in Nursing Homes/Assisted Living: 
RiverWoods:  Georgia Linke, ,  
Elmcroft:  Patricia and Robert Seebold 
 
Family and Friends of those who have died:     
Arla Berger, Deb Dressler, Shirley Eberhart, Nettie Schlegel, David Walter, 
Ruth Pioch, Thelma Keister, Gary Hackenberg 
 
Church Members with Concerns: 
Thelma Keister, Barb Stamm, Melinda Leitzel, Shirley Renninger, Lucille Cope, 
Chris Ray 
       
Friends and family with concerns:  
Frances Stover, Robert Reedy Donald Snook, Jaime Leitzel, 
Doloras Maurer, Judy Kauffman, Eric Powell, Shirley Wilhelm, Ira John  
Benfer, Betty Motter 
 
 Around the World and Close to Home: 
Pray for Peace in our World 
All those serving in the armed forces 
Lester Wayne Timosan, Kalauman Development enter in Philippines 
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Mary Beckley President    Members:  
Linda Walter -  VP     Jill Benfer, David Farmer, Joan Maurer,  
Marie Eberhart – Secretary   Barbara Stamm, Penny Guzenski,   
     Keith McCool, 
 
See last month’s meeting minutes which are part of this newsletter.  

 
 

 
                PASTOR JIM’S TIME  
 
     March 22, 2020  Sermon  
 
The primary text for today is Matthew 16: 13-20 
 
 Prayer: ”Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, Just to take Him at His word, Just to rest upon His 
promise, Just to know: “Thus saith the Lord.” Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved 
Him o’er and o’er! Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more! Amen. 
 
 The students were studying math in a fifth-grade classroom, and the teacher was using 
the method of “estimating” to help them come to greater understanding of numbers. “How many 
ping pong balls do you estimate there are in this jar?” she asked. “About how many do you think 
there are?” 
 
 One young boy estimated there were forty. Another girl estimated 25. When the balls 
were taken out of the jar and counted, the correct number was forty, so the boy cheered for 
himself when he was given the prize. Then the teacher decided to ask how the students arrived at 
their answers. The little girl said, “Well, it looked like there were five balls on the bottom row, 
and there were five rows, so I counted up to five, five times.” The boy who had the correct 
answer said, “Well, yesterday was my dad’s birthday and he was forty, and that sounded like a 
good number.” And which student was it that got the prize? Was it the one who thought and 
analyzed and estimated, though wrong? Or was it the one who took a flying leap at a number, 
and guessed correctly? Unfortunately, it was the one who guessed. 
 
 In our world right at this moment…we have a lot of estimating going on. Numbers of 
people with a virus…numbers of people with the likelihood of getting a virus…numbers of 
deaths from a virus…numbers of hospital beds needed for people sick with a virus…numbers of 

Our 2020 Emmanuel UCC 
Church Consistory 

 
Next Meeting:   



 5

ventilators required…numbers of health care workers required to care for people infected with a 
virus and on and on EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
it goes.  
 
 A lot of folks give an answer to these questions some based on fact and others not so 
much…and we wind up not knowing what to believe or who to believe…not knowing how we 
should behave…or how we should navigate through our daily living. It causes fear, anxiety, 
mistrust, confusion, depression…we start to feel hopeless and frustrated and unsure where to 
turn. 
 
 Our Lord had been with the disciples for quite some time, as this Gospel text opens up to 
us. They were with him long enough to watch him heal the lame. Long enough to watch him feed 
the 5,000. Long enough to see him walk on the water, and argue with the Pharisees, and teach the 
parables. So now the time had come for Jesus to do a reality check, to see if the disciples, or 
anyone else, had yet figured out who he was. So Jesus asked them plainly. “Who do people say 
that I am?” What do you hear on the streets? What are the people saying about me? Has anyone 
ventured a guess as to my identity, or my purpose, or the source of my authority?  
 
 The disciples must have recently discussed this very question  because their answers were 
immediate and specific. “Some people say you are John the Baptist. Others say you might be 
Elijah. Still others think you might be Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” They were listing 
their religious heroes you see. They knew that Jesus spoke about God and that he was prophetic 
in nature, so they took a shortcut…an estimate…a guess. 
 But then Jesus made the question more pointed. “But who do you say that I am? But who 
do you say that I am? It suddenly  became obvious that Jesus was not content to hear what other 
people believed. He was not interested in public rhetoric or popular opinion…nor is he today. 
You see…Jesus is always wanting to know what you think, or what you feel, or what you believe 
about him. 
 
 When Jesus made the question pointed and specific rather than vague and general, the 
disciples dared not say a word. No one dared to risk saying what he thought about Jesus. It was 
easier, after all, speaking for someone else. It was safer reporting what other people believed. So 
the disciples fell silent. 
 
 All but one…Peter. In an instant, Peter blended all that he knew about the man Jesus 
together with all he knew about the promised Messiah. For a brief moment, the curtains raised, 
and he recognized who Jesus was. It was then that Peter blurted out his answer. “You are it! You 
are the Christ, the Son of the Living God!” If he was wrong, he would, at best, be 
humiliated…and at worst, be stoned to death for blasphemy. But to Peter, it was worth the risk. 
Peter staked his opinion openly and boldly, and the other disciples stood there in awe. 
 
 The problem with the church these days is that we are more like the other eleven disciples 
than we are Peter. When we are asked to profess our faith, we spew forth the religious words that 
we have heard in church through the years rarely even stopping to think about their meaning. 
When we are asked to say what we believe, we describe what our parents believe, or mumble 
what we think our church believes, or report what popular culture says we are supposed to 
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believe. What Jesus wants to know form us is not that. Jesus says…who do you say that I am? 
What do you believe? 
 
 My friends the time has come for each of us to stand up and say what it is we believe. 
Especially in this time. Vague is not good enough. Lukewarm is no longer appropriate. We need 
sincere and honest conversation about our faith. The world need to see bold, authentic 
witnesses…our fellow church members…our impressionable children…our curious colleagues at 
work…our weary friends and neighbors who wonder where the hope is in this world. 
 
 This is the time to go to the cross and say we are sorry for all of the times we failed to 
speak boldly about our faith in Jesus…for all the times we denied ever even knowing him…for 
all the times we have withheld what belongs to him. This is the time to lay our stone at the foot 
of the cross and dare to be called his disciples 
. 
 I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee, Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend; And I know that Thou 
art with me, Wilt be with me to the end. Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him 
o’er and o’er! Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more! Amen. 
 
 

 
What is the origin of the Easter bunny and Easter eggs ? 

 
 The legend of the Easter bunny bringing eggs appears 
to have been brought to the United States by settlers from 
Germany in the 1700s.  The German tradition of the Easter 
bunny (or “Osterhase”) accompanied German immigrants who 
settled in the Pennsylvania Dutch area.  Hase means “hare”, 
not rabbit.  Originating among German Lutherans, the “Easter 
Hare” originally played the role of a judge, evaluating whether 
children were good or disobedient in behavior at the start of 
the season of Eastertide.  According to the legend, only good 
children received gifts or colored eggs in the nests that they 
made in their caps and bonnets the night before Easter.  

Obviously, none of this comes from the Bible.  Over the past 200 years, the Easter bunny has 
become the most commercially recognized symbol of Easter in the United States.    
 
 Should Christian parents allow their children to participate in traditional activities that 
refer to the Easter bunny?  This is a question both parents and church leaders struggle with.  
There is nothing essentially evil abut the Easter bunny.  What is important is our focus.  If our 
focus is on Christ and not the Easter bunny, our children will understand that the Easter bunny 
is merely a symbol. Easter should be a time to reflect upon and celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ.   
 
       Information obtained via goggle by Barbara Stamm   

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
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I have a book of prayers that I particularly love written by Marianne 
Williamson. During these days of concern and worry, it can be very easy to 
get caught up in the frenzy…or perhaps all of it may leave you feeling 
down and alone. I share with you this prayer of faith to lift your spirits and 
calm your soul. Remember that you are not alone. You have a community 
of faith that loves you and cares about you and will do anything in its 
power to help you. You have God who will raise you up and hold you 
forever and ever. 
 

Prayer for Faith 
 

Dear God, 
May I have faith. 

May I not be tempted to forget Your power. 
May I not be tempted to forget Your love. 

May my mind not stray to the might of the destroyer but remember instead the 
might of the Lord. 

Tomorrow, You shall show me. 
You shall have the last word, the final say, 

And so I shall not worry. 
You shall redeem me, 

I shall resurrect. 
You shall bring forth new life from all apparent death. 

You create from what the darkness has destroyed, for Your power is infinite, Your 
forgiveness is total, Your mercy complete. 

So shall it be that I might fall, but I shall not remain down for my Lord is with me. 
My Lord shall lift me up. 

My Lord shall create a new day. 
My Lord shall bring me home. 

Praise God. 
Amen. 

 
 

Pressing on, 
Pastor Jim 
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Altar Flowers We have a new supplier for our weekly altar flowers, We are now 
getting them through Country Flowers in Middleburg at a cost of $35.00.  We will 
continue using the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board located in the breezeway 
beside the kitchen door to indicate which week we wish to sponsor the altar flowers..   
 
 
Easter Sunday Bells (April 12) Again this year, you are invited to bring a bell of your 
choice to church on Easter Sunday to ring to celebrate “Christ has risen.”  Perhaps you 
have an old favorite that may need a little polishing.  So start looking for it so you have 
time to be prepared.  
 
Palm Sunday Brunch (April 5) Following worship service on Palm Sunday we will 
be gathering in the Social Room to enjoy fellowship and a breakfast brunch.  
Anyone interested in bringing a breakfast casserole to share, please contact 
Donna Sauers.  We will also be serving iced tea, hot tea, orange juice, apple juice 
and coffee. If someone would like to donate iced tea or juice, please contact Barb 
Stamm.     
 
Good Friday Vigil (April 10) As in the past, we will be holding a vigil in our 
church sanctuary from 9:00 A to 6:00 P on Good Friday.  We need people who are 
willing to sit for an hour to sign up.  The church will be open for the public to 
attend.  Theresa McCool is coordinating this activity.  
 
Spring Yard Sale Spring yard sales weekend is May 1 & 2. Can you believe it ?, 
it’s about 9 weeks away and those weeks are filled with Lenten activities, spring 
sports, etc.  Perhaps you may want to take some time now to go through the 
things you might want to donate to the church to be sold.   

 
 
 

 

  Reminder:  
 
The Lector sign-up sheets are available on the 
information table for April.  
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Stamp-A-Stack 2020  w/Penny Guzenski  @ Emmanuel UCC   
Workshops will begin at 2 PM, however, you can come any time after 2 if you have a conflict.  
Allow about 3-4 hours to complete your cards.  We should wrap up around 6:30 PM.   
  May 28:  RSVP by April 24   
  July 30   RSVP by June 26   
  October 29:  RSVP by September 17   
Please join us in the opportunity to make your own handmade greeting cards.  Bring a friend, 
meet new friends, and socialize with us.  The more people, the more fun!  You will make stacks 
of 5 designs/2 of each design for a total of 10 cards.  The cost is $15.00.    
Information sheets are on the bulletin board in the Social Room of the church – please help 
yourself.  You can also contact Penny at 570-837-7174 or e-mail her at:  guzenski1@verizon.net.   
 
 
Dogwood Tree Meaning & Symbolism   
 
The flowers of the dogwood tree form a perfect cross, which is why it became associated with 
Easter as a tree o renewal and beginning.  This equidistant cross also represents the four 
corners of creation, the four winds, four Holy cities and the 4 sacred mountains in Native 
American tradition.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   God is still speaking 
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You found a bear   

 
 
  

 
Emmanuel United Church of Christ  

                               Church Address: 326 Market Street, PO Box 329, New Berlin, PA  
                                    Church email: newberlinucc@windstream.net 
       Church website: www.newberlinucc.org 
       Church Phone Number: 570-966-2880 
       Church Secretary: Shirley Wilhelm 
       Office Hours: As noted in the bulletin 
       Pastor: Dr. James L. Cope 
      Pastor email: newberlinuccpastor@windstream.net 
      Pastor’s Phone Number: 570-898-5748  


